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TO THE KING. 



SiRE, 

The sanction so graciöusly vouchsafed 
me in the dedication oAbis work to Your 

r 

Majesty, demands my gratefiil acknow- 
ledgment. 

To contribute to the historical literature 
of my country, and (deeply impressed with 
the dignity of the throne, the profound 
respect due from the subject to his Sove- 
reign) to record some of those exalted 
traits of character which are now the 
strong bond of union between the King 
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IV DEDICATION. 

and his people, have been the sole aim and 
Impulse linder which I have written. 

That YouR Majesty*s reign — so aus- 
picious in its dawn, so splendid in its 
progress, and so pregnant with glorious 
promise — may long embellish the present, 
and become the boast of after times, is the 
prayer ofi 

SlRE, 

... . . ^ . 

Your Majesty's 
Devoted Subject and Servant, 

WILLIAM BEATTIE. 

London, Mary 18. 1831. 
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On board the Royal Sovereign Yacht, 
June 30. 1822. 8 p. m. 

Th£ echo of the last salutation gun has died away ; 
the royal Standard floats lightly on the breeze; 
the gallant vessel ploughs her way proudly through 
the waves. The last bold features of England — 
the lofty Foreland, and the heights of Walmer, 
are dimly shadowed on the still warm verge of the 
horizon. 

The tide runs fresh — the wind is favourable. 
Two distinguished Admirals command. The 
Yacht is manned by able and experienced sea- 
men — veterans who have unfurled their sails in 
every quarter of the globe and to every wind of 
heaven. 

All predict a propitious voyage. The breeze 
steadily increases, and the ship, running nearly 
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thirteen knots an hour, promises to reach her des- 
tination early to-morrow afternoon. 

With feelings of mingled awe and pleasure 
we walk the deck, or stoop over the stem of a 
vessel at her speed ; when the well fiUed canvass 
has tightened every rope, and a foamy furrow teils 
the direction of her prow. 

The eastern sage confessed that the way of a 
ship in the midst of the sea, was one of three or four 
things past his comprehension. That science 
which has subdued the winds, or at least rendered 
them subservient to the pursuits of man, may 
surely take precedence of all his other inventions. 
That complicated cordage, which, to the inexpe- 
rienced, appears as intricate as the spider's web, 
constitutes those impörtant sinews by which the 
mariner expands his wings and shapes his (X)urse. 

Eleven o'clock, The ship is now a solitary 
speck on the ocean. The night has closed in, 
and the wave, as it breaks and recoils from the 
prow of the vessel, seems to dispute with the sur- 
rounding darkness, and leaves a long streamer of 
light in the ship's wake. 

To the inexperienced landsman it presents a 
scene of fearful grandeur and solitude. 

Monday, July Ist The admirals have re- 
mained on deck the greater part of the night. 
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and at one time, I am told, feit some anxiety 
respecting the ship's course. It has blown, and 
continues to blow very fresli ; the vessel at times 
pitches violently, and, as the vapoiir graciually 
parts fiom the watcr's surface, a long and 
ru^ed ridge of breakera is observed ahead. 
This is a coast of pcrilous renown, and as we 
approach riushing, it has a very forbidding 
aspect On the lef^ as far as the eye can reach, 
and Seen through the giey light of morning, the 
line of breakers has very much the appearance of 
ft scene in the Alps ; when, as the vapour clears 
away, the traveller perceives nothing in the dis- 
tauce but an endless chain of serratcd and snowy 
summits. 

Half past eight. Hiiiled a pilot who brougbt 
US through a heavy sea into Flushing. The 
motion in the river forms a very agreeable 
contrast. 

The Ladies liave now appcared on deck. All 
have suffered the usuai pcnalty of a night at sea; 
but the Ducliess, we rejoice to leam, less than 
any of her attendants. 

Eleven o'clock. The day fine. Breakfast is 

served on deck. The ship runs at ten knots an 

hour. Well acquainted with the iocalities, his 

Royal Highness continues pointing out their 

B 2 
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prominent and remarkable features as they present 
themselves in succession. Middleburg on the left, 
Bergen-op-Zoom in the distance, and directly a- 
head, at the computed distance of forty miles, the 
far-famed cathedral spire of Antwerp. 

The landscape is completely Dutch — a veri- 
table Cujrp ; cattle, trees, village churches, wind- 
mills, and here and there a broad-built native 
fisherman with his nets. 

The intricäte navigation of the Scheldt is well 
known, and deniands great skill and caution on 
the part of the pilot: The one to whom the heim 
of Ihe Royal Sovereign is intrusted on the present 
occasion, is old and experienced in the service. 
He can read his way on the face of the waters with 
as much accuracy as the Indian threads the path- 
less solitudes of his native forests. Diedrich, 
it appears, served on board a French ship of war, 
during great part of the recent hostilities, and on 
being questioned by His Royal Highness what he 
did on board the man of war, or rather what the 
man of war did ? " Vat shee do ? Vy shee run 
away like de DuyveV^ A reply which not a little 
amused the young midshipmen on board. 

As we proceed up the Scheldt very few vessels, 
scarcely any of bürden, are to be seen ; and in this 
respect it forms a striking contrast with th© 
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Thames. But rivers, like nations, have their day. 
The Tiber is not more changed from its former seif 
than the Scheldt is changed from the Scheldt of 
forraer days. In the reign of Charles V. it was 
often so crowded with shipping, freighted with the 
industry of Europe, that from Flushing to An- 
twerp it appeared like one continuous forest of 
masts, and rivalled, in commercial prosperity, the 
great mistress of the Adriatic. 

Along the whole of this part of its course the 
Scheldt is confined by strong embankments, and 
the country on both sides much below the bed of 
the river, so that should Pitcairn's curse ever be 
verified, it must unavoidably sweep off* both people 
and pasture.* 

At three P. M. the vessel came to anchor off 
the town, and in front of the esplanade built by 
Napoleon. ITie Custom-house, on the present 
occasion, very readily dispensed with its usual 
scrutiny — one, and not the least important, ad- 
vantage of travelling en jprince. 

At four o'clock, a coUation was. served in the 
State cabin. The pier was crowded with specta- 
tors, attracted by the süperb vessel which had just 
dropt her anchor s in their port. The royal yacht 

* Amphibious race ! This curse upon you fall — 
May man un-dam you, and G— d — you all I 

B 3 
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is a rare phenomenon in the waters of the 

Scheldt, and was greeted with hearty bursts of 

welcome and admiration. As a safe and swift 

sailer she has few equals. Time and distance 

compared, the present is recorded as an extraor- 

dinary run. 

At six o'clock the yards were manned, and, 

attended by the English consul, the admirals, and 

suite, the Royal party disembarked. At eight, 

a sumptuous dinner was served at the Grand 

Laboureur . . . 

Tuesday. This morning at nine o'clock the 

Royal party visited the cathedral. That cele- 
brated picture, copies of which are in every 
gallery of Europe, the Descent from the Gross, 
was particularly admired. 

Among the architectural objects, the house 
formerly prepared for the reception of Buonap- 
parte was pointed out, under which runs a wide 
arched canal — a circumstance of which he was 
not aware, tili after the repairs and decorations 
had been completed. The moment, however, he 
ascertained the fact, all idea of entering the house 
was abandoned. The canal, he shrewdly con- 
jectured, was a ready constructed mine^ by means 
of which a disaiFected spirit might send both 
house and inhabitant into the air ! 
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Crossing the Sclieldt, and takiiig horses at the 
Tefe-de-Flandres, we proceeded along a fine 
avenue-road towai'ds St. Nicholas. Vistas over a 
highly cultivated, and at times picturesque, coun- 
try, were every moment opening. Cottnges neatly 
thatched, witli an air of riiral comfort, in shape 
much lesembled the same class of habitations in 
Scotland. This district is very populous, waving 
imder a rieh harvest, and every where presenting 
an aspect of peace and plentj. Jt is surprising 
how soon the Low Couiitries liave recovered from 
the desolating efiects of war. Like tlie elastic 
heath, you hnve no sooner trod their seil under 
foot, than it again Springs up as fresh and fertile 
as ever. 

At Ghent the Royal party were met by the 
aid-de-camp of His Serene Highness the Duke 
of Saxe Weimai", commandant of the garrison, and 
escorted to liis country residence a few miles to 
the westward. 



Thursday, 4th. This little villa is approached 
by abroad avenue leading from the great road, and 
in its exterior presents no indications of the birth 
or rank of its inhabitants, Through the whole the 
' greatest simplicity prevails, and the retreat is such 
as a poet or a philosopher might choose for the 
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cultivation of intellectual endowments. Embosom- 
ed in woods, and embeUished with fruit and flower 
gardens, the eye is attracted to the study of na- 
ture, and the heart softened by its calm pursuits. 
— It is the Hoc erat in votis, realized. 

Here, as every where eise in the Netherlands, 
the economy of time is very different frora that 
which is observed and practised in England. The 
dinner hour is one o'clock, and immediately after 
this meal the party retire to the open air, or to 
the drawing room, according to the state of the 
weather. The delicious shade afforded by the 
trees which skirt the lawn, form, during the fer- 
vours of noon, a never failing source of pleasure 
and relaxation. 

The young prince and princess are extremely 
interesting children — füll of vivacity, and healthy 
as flowers that bloom under the peculiar auspices 
of sky and sunshine. The flaxen ringlets, fair 
tint, and blue eye of Saxony, make them fit 
Originals for the Cherubini of Raphael, or the 
Amores Volitantes of Rubens. The young prince 
is sprightly, active, and ingenuous. Already he 
has begun to wield the mimic weapons of his an- 
cestors — to drill his paper battalion — but some 
years must yet roll away before he can draw that 
sword from the scabbard which his father wore on 
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the field of Waterloo. His yet fairer sister, if I 
mistake not, is formed for the achievement of more 
bloodless victories : — 

Niic^ Se Kai SIAHPON 
Kai nYP KAAH ng aoa, 

Few towns of the Netherlands offer historical 
details of equal importance with those of Ghent 
The birth-place of Charles V., the berceau of 
alternate patriotism, treachery, and political in- 
trigue, it presents to the moralist and the states- 
man a wide field for reflection. The advantages 
it commands, and the various objects it presents, 
are of proverbial interest. 

Though the saying of the above monarch is no 
longer applicable, " Je mettrai tout Paris dans 
mon gand (Ghent)," it is still a noble and extensive 
city. Every object around proclaims the splendour 
of past times. The Cathedral and Hotel-de-ville 
exhibit iii their structure, decoration, and arrange- 
ment, the perfection of architecture, sculpture, 
and painting. The latter displays, in its elabo- 
rately carved exterior, more of the extremes of 
min Ute and ingenious variety, than any thing of 
its kind to be met with on the continent, except, 
perhaps, at Louvain. 
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6th. Here every day brings its pleasure or pas- 
time. The superior officers of the garrison are 
daily guests. Ancient and modern political ques- 
tions are ably discussed ; ancient and modern fields 
of battle explored, and here every green field has 
its Story of blood, where armies have met to reap 
the harvest of steel. This is the ground on which, 
for so many ages, the nations of Europe have been 
arrayed for the adjustment of their claims and 
quarreis : — 

Quemque suse rapiunt scelerata in proelia causae ! 

This morning, attended by the Duke of Weimar, 
His Royal Highness made a military pilgrimage 
to the field and town of Oudenarde. They have 
returned, much gratified with the excursion, and 
the proud association to which it gives rise. There, 
to the eyes of a soldier, the victorious steps of 
Marlborough still imprint the soil. 

There are at present in this villa, Flemish, 
Dutch, German, English, French, and Scotch. 
All now meet as friends, in a country where, at 

one time, all have met in turn as enemies. 

* * * 

Walked through the military hospital, accompa- 
niedbythe medical Superintendent, Dr. Klusykins, 
who is very conversant with the English writers in 
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medicine, and the able and classical translator of 
Darwin's Botanic Garden. His observations upon 
the intermittent fever of this country have been of 
great practica! utiüty. His patron, the Com- 
mandant, considers him one of the ablest surgeons 
who were attached to tlie avmy in the late cam- 
paign. The nniversity lately established here is a 
flourishing Institution, and most ably appoioted. 

To His Serene Highness's principal aid-de- 
camp I am mdebted for nuich valuable and inter- 
esting infomiation. Though a young man, he is 
an oid soldierj and witli that kiiowledge of mili- 
tary tactics which is only to be acquired in the 
fielt], he Combines a cultivated taste for iiterature 
and the drama. Frederick the Great showed that 
such an association was not incompatible with 
arms, and the major is of his opinion. 

This afternoon we talked of Germany, and the 
lour about to recommence. The subject was 
more readily suggested by Situation and circum- 
stance. We sat under a fine broad linden, which 
overshadows a pool of water to the left of the 
villa. A richly chased German pipe — that in- 
dispensable insti-mnent of a soldier — diffused its 
fragrance around ; and as the thin curling vnpour 
rose under the fringe of his monstache, an innate 
feeling of sonie pleasant, mihtary reminiscence, 
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discovered itself in the extended angle of the Ups 
and lessening of tlie eye. 

" You have a charming journey before you," 
Said he ; " nothing — nothing like the Rhine ! 
To him who has once traversed its banks, with 
a heart at all alive to the beauties and sub- 
limities of nature, the remembrance is imperish- 
able. Those patriarchal bastions, which are now 
grey with the dust of centuries, and stand as the 
sepulchral monuments of a race of warriors which 
they have long survived, leave an impression upon 
the senses never to be efFaced. The tour upon 
which you are now entering I made at the com- 
mencement of the last campaign. The strength of 
the Rhenish provinces had orders to proceed on the 
route to Leipsic, and Frankfort was appointed as 
a partial rendezvous for the troops stationed on 
the Lower Riiine. The result of that campaign 
is universally known, but a thousand traits of 
individual bravery and of individual sufFering are 
now buried with their authors, or only survive in 
the breast of a few." 

" Well," said the Duke of Weimar, as he drove 
up at the moment, " I hope you are pleased with 
this part of the Netherlands." I expressed my 
satisfaction with the place and the people, as far as 
facilities had enabled me to judge. 
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" No doubl," interriipted his illustrious visitor, 
" it is a niagiiificent country," 

7th. Tlie preparalions for tlie departurc of the 
Royal corlege are at length coniplete, and the 
estafette despatched as far as Tlrlemont. It is a 
beautiful evpning. The prospect of having fine 
weather on the jouriiey, which is so soou to be 
resuined, imparts a cheerfulness wliich seems to 
be reflerted from the sky to the faces of all present. 
He who predicts that to-raorrow will be fine is 
ever listened to with pleasure. Our thoughts 
Blways harmonise, more or less, with the season 
and the sky. A serene summer eveniiig, like the 
present, is an intellectual treat. The last rays of 
the siin tillging with gold ihe summits of an in- 
terminable forest — the lofty spires, with which 
this country abounds, serving as landmarks of 
place and distance, and reflecting the evening 
light from their gilded vanes — the occasional 
Bong bursting at intervals from the trackschuite, 
as it ploughs the frequent canal — the tramp of 
horsemen — the bugle-note, and the evening- 
drum, are only a few of the sights and sounds 
that variegate this Sabine retreat. 

Among the anecdotes related within the last 
three days I reniember the fullowing : — 

" A Grenadier officer of the imperial guard, wlio 
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had served twelve campaigns, and distinguished 
himself in each, after giving proof, for the last time, 
of unparalleled courage, feil to rise no more. 
A Charge of cavalry had twice passed over him : — 
he was mortally wounded. Notwithstanding the 
ghastly scars with which he was disfigured, he still 
retained a sense of his own Situation and that of the 
aimy. His actions had made his features familiär 
to US all. I had but a moment in the awfiil 
pause which preceded a fresh charge to stoop 
down. He recognised me — I ofFered to render 
him the only service in my power, to convey 
him a few yards, to the side of a shattered gun- 
carriage, less immediately in the track of the 
charging column. In making the attempt, he 
pointed to a deep wound on his breast, which, on 
the slightest motion, and at every Inspiration, 
streamed afresh. * No,' said he, feebly ; * no ; 
it is too late. . . I have done my duty. • . Assist me 
in putting on my casqtie, . . Turn my face towards 
the enemy, that I may die like a soldier !'...! did 
so ; I put on his grenadier cap ; — I tumed his face, 
with his head slightly raised, to the approaching 
troop, and had just time to resume my place before 
we had to prepare for a charge of cavalry. As we 
advanced, I saw his hand feebly raised in token of 
ferewell and encouragement, but I saw him no 
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more. The fortunc of tlie ttay led me to a differeiit 
purt of the liuld, und the coiise(]UQnces of ihat 
Field into temporary exile. 

•' Tliree iiiontlis ntlerwnrds I was in Paris. A 
family calaniity Icd mc to visit an estabtishment 
for tlie insBiie ia tlie C'liiiiiips Elysf^es. The kecp«r, 
iii conducting me to tiiu olijcct of iny visit, directed 
nie to observe an iiiteresting fißure, in a small 
apnrtnieiit iit the extreniity of tlie gallcry. ' This 
young lady,' he said, ' has excited more coin)>a8- 
sion atid ciiriosity tlian uitnost any individual that 
hos ever entered these inelaiicholy wolls.' I 
observed her nttentiveiy — shc oppenred to be 
about seventecii years of nge ; in pemon extreinely 
elegant ; but the wiUlness of ht-r dnrk eye betmyed 
the mental abcrration under which she Itiboured — 
Tliü flash of that eye was still fidl of lenderness, 
though its lighl seemed qucnchcd in teara. At the 
motnent of my approach, it was stcadfostly flxed 
lipon what nppenrcd a gold ornament, stiapend- 
ed from her l>üsotn by u blaek riband. I feit a 
painfui intercst, for which I couUl not ntnll acconnt, 
I turned round to niy guide, to cocjuire the parti- 
culars of her history. Before he could answer my 
qucstion, the lady raised her eye, uttered a pieriing 
shriek, anii swooned away. We nishcd to her 
oseifltance — she ri'tiirned lo life — üxed a wihl bnt 
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tearless gaze upon a part of the uniform I then 
wore, and with that loud hysterical laugh, which 
is infinitely more distressing than sobs and tears, 
she again became insensible. The ornament be- 
fore mentioned, and which she had hitherto held 
with a convulsive grasp, now hung idly on her 
breast I löoked at it for a moment ^ Good God !' 
I exclaimed, * this is the miniature of Letellier ! * 
It was so ; a striking resemblance of my gallant 
friend -^ such as he appeared the very morning of 
the battle. Part of the mystery was now explained« 
I had often listened to Letellier, while he passion* 
ately descanted upon the charms of a young 
lady to whom he was betrothed. So frequently 
described, the picture had made an impression 
npoa my memory, and this, I feit assured, was 
the original. The uniform I wore, added to other 
resemblances, and more particularly to a small 
scarf which I still wear in memory of my friend, 
clearly explained the sudden cause of her agita- 
tion. 

" From that moment her reason returned. The 
following day I repeated my visit. I found she 
had anxiously enquired for me. I went and sat by 
the side of the little couch where she lay. One 
or two observations introduced the subject. I 
related briefly the particulars that had come under 
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my owti immediate Observation, smoothing them 
as well as I could. On concluding, she cinsped 
lier hands, aiid looking up to heaven with an 
expression to wliicli no words could give utter- 
ance ....." 

[Here a sentence, or more, was unfortunately 
lost by the suddeii entraiice of a servant with 
despatches.] 

" I promised to retiiin the followlng Sunday. I 
was ordered, liowever, to proceed witli my detach- 
ment to St. Germain, wliere I remained for three 
weeks. On my retiirn to the capital, I hastened 
to the asylum; — she wasgone. I wasdirected to 
the garden of Pere la Chaise. To the right of the 
entrance, near the maiisoleum of Abelard and 
Eloise, a small black cross attracted my attention, 

wlitch was painted the following memorial : — • 

Ci-git Mademoiselle de 

Morte ä Paris, agee de 17 ans. 
Priez pour eile ! 

' At the'gate of this garden ofgraves, are slalls 
containing garlands, which are eagerly piirchascd 
by the mourners who frequent the place. I 
hung several of these wreaths of flowers upoti 
the simple cross that hallowed the spoL As I 
retunied home, my mind was totally absorbed in 
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painful reflections. . . Never were two hearts more 
fondly, more firmly united. In him she loved all 
that was noble and estimable in man. In her he 
adored all that was lovely in woman — Ses vertus 
sentaient la rose^^ 

July 8th. — This morning, at nine, the horses 
were at the door — the postillions mounted; — 
a wave of the hand, a crack of the whip, and the 
rapid wheels rattled upon the broad chaussee which 
had witnessed so many marches and counter- 
marches of the grande armee, The west gate is of 
granite, and of handsome design . Tlie N. N., wh ich 
so lately told the name of him who held its keys, 
have been carefully and religiously obliterated. 

From Ghent, through Quadrecht, Alost, Asche, 
Brüssels, Coortemberg, andLouvain, we proceeded 
to Tirlemont, and alighted at the Plat d^ Etain, 
Leave this to-morrow at seven o'clock, pass 
through St.Trond, Orey, Liege, La Battice, and 
sleep Au Dragon d^or^ Aix-la-Chapelle. 

Bonnon the Rhine, Wednesday, lOth. — lam 
at last on the banks ofthat beautiful river, of which 
I have read much, heard much, and fancied more ; 
whose political history is pregnant with such deep 
interest, and whose legends have been the charm of 
many a romantic and solitary hour. Those scenes, 
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of which 1 have hitherto only dreamed, are now 
unfolding themselves in reality. The moon, which 
has not yet cleared the barrier of the '^ Seven 
Hills," is gradually rising upon the scene, and her 
mellow light will shortly silver the turrets on a 
hundred towers. We shall see their dusky banners 
waving over the stream. We shall see the glanc- 
ing of their steel armour as the sentinels sullenly 
pace the battlements. We shall hear the shrill 
note of the bügle, as it floats frora tower to tower, 
and flings upon the ear its thrilling notes of friend- 
ship or defiance. Hark ! the trampling of steeds 
— the clash of armour — the soldier's curse, and 
the maiden's shriek — the groans of the captive, 
and the shouts of the conqueror : — the festive hall, 
and the donjon keep — ruin, riot, revelry — the 
mingled Sounds of victory and despair — the monk 
and the troubadour. Such, in former times, were 
the sights, and sounds, and subjects of contempla- 
tion, presented by a night on the Rhine. . . But all 
these are no more ! The feudal lords are no more ! 
The proud banners that crowned these castled 
heights are no more ! The eleven thousand virgins 
of Cologne are no more ! That illustrious army 
of heroines, after struggling long and courageously 
against the insinuations of.sin and Satan — the 
strong current of earthly affections — have rested 

c 2 
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at last on their oars, and, like the bai*ge on my left, 
passed smoothly down the streun of time into the 
haven of eternity. There, it is charitably hoped, 
they have joined those holy monks and abbots by 
whose glorious example they became the mirrors 

of earthly perfection. 

* # # 

* 

Here, as at every halt on the journey, the 
lUustrioüs Travellers were welcomed with music. 
Among the band who composed the Serenade to- 
night, there was one who wore the pelerine, and 
over this a small cross and rosary, with other em- 
blems in dress and manner which indicated the 
consummation of a long and distant pilgrimage. 
His harp had the appearance of having seen much 
Service, but its strings were sweet, and thrilled 
under his touch like those that are swept önly by 
the hand of a master. His features were bronzed 
with the arid sky of the south, and bore testimony 
that he was no stranger either to mental emotion 
or to bodily pain : while that clime, which had 
made so free with his complexion, had contributed 
not a little to the brilliancy of his eye. Wander- 
ing and privation seemed to have left more visible 
traces upon his outward form, than the mere un- 
aided lapse of years. He crossed himself as he 
entered, bowed, passed his hand slightly over the 
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chords, and, with a powerfully flexible and sono- 
rous voice, adapted a populär Rhenish air to the 
following words : — 

The Rhine, the Hhine — The beauteous Rhine ! 

What rapture did I prove 
On those romaMic banks of thine. 

In buoyant youth to rove I 
And now, when worn with years and care, 

I hail my native Rhine, 
Whose castled summits cleave the air, 

And nurse the blushing vine ! 

The bärge floats lightly on thy breast 

With oar and snowy sail ; 
Yon shadowy cli£&' embattled crest 

Looks princely o'er thy vale I — 
Here oft has vengeance wreaked her vow, 

And spread loud war*s alarm ; 
But thou, majestic river, ihou 

Defiest the tyrant's arm ! 

All eise that moves must wane and waste, 

Time tracks üs to the grave : 
But time hath no memorial traced 

On ihy unchanging wave ! 
Still rolling on through realms of peace, 

Thou smilest at man's control — 
No voice shall bid thy torrent cease, 

But hisy who bade thee roll ! 

The brier has wreathed yon ruined court, 

The nightshade climbs the wall, 
And the wild fox's brood doth sport 

Where barons held their hall ! 

C 3 
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In vain I seek their names — their dust — <" 

Both, both have passed away; 
'The shrine that held their ums in trust 

Is crumbling like their clay I 

Hera he paused. His eyes filled suddenly with 
tears. ITiere was an expression of feelings that 
struggled for the mastery, but struggled in vain. 
There was withal the visible evidence of a spirit 
which, although half subdued by the conflict, still 
sufficed to keep them in check. His story, in- 
deed, was no romance — He bethought him, too, 
that the song or the sorrows of an outcast were 
little calculated to interest strangers, and bowed 
to retire. But, being assured that all feit a hearty 
interest in his sorrow, and could well endure the 
song, he again advanced to the middle of the 
room, and, in compliment to the words which had 
just been dropped — perhaps to the sympathy 
beaming in the countenances of those around — 
he touched the chord ; but instead of an encore, 
proceeded thus : — 

The willow weeps upon the grave 

Of every kindred name ; 
Their towers are toppling to the wäve — 

All faded, but their fame ! 
And I, the last of that proud race, 

No welcome waits for me ; 
No spring this withered stem shall grace — 

No leaf this blighted tree ! 
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Ah, 'tis a sad and stirring sight, 

Thus lonely and unknown, 
To pause on each dismantled height 

That once was all my own ! 
For we did part as lovers part : 

Fve wandered faint and far ; 
But still my heart, like lover*s heart, 

Turned fondly to its star ! 

« 

No streams throiigh Judah's land that flow, 

Nor Arno strewn with flowers, 
Nor lordly Tiber, could bestow 

One ray of those sweet hours — 
Of those sweet hours, beside thy streani, 

When fancy*s fairy train 
Locked up my heart in that sweet dream 

I ne*er shall dream again ! 

My native Rhine I amid thy bowers 

A pilgrim let me be ! 
Here live my last and lonely hours 

With solitude and thee ! 
At length, in yon sweet isle of thine — 

Its green turf on my breast — 
And luUed each earthly care of mine, 

How calmly could I rest ! 

" Yes, my friend/* said a stranger, as he 
concluded the measure, " you have embodied in 
your rhyme the very train of thought in which I 
was indulging at the moment of your entrance — 
the great moral and physical changes which are 
here apparent at every step. To you, who look 
back to the olden time with a poet's eye, these 

c 4« 
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transmutations must be doubly ungratefuL You 
appear to bave been long absent ; and have found, 
perhaps, that none of the young warm hearts that 
sighed at your departure remain to welcome your 
return. In this I cordially sympathise with you. 
Bat it is an instance of bereavement in which 
you are by no m^ns solitary, While you have 
health änd your harp, you will not lack either 
friends or companions — nay, nor a flask of Rhenish. 
It is foUy to eiöbitter the present with the past ; 
to deny ourselves the blessings which Heaven has 
left, in the vain regret of others it has seen fit to 
take away, That very ckangeableness of which 
you complain, is one of the great sources of our 
happiness. I am sure you will think with me, 
diat any change is better than a duU uniformity. 
Nothing can be more exanimating than the 
tedious, unchequered, routine of life that some 
men are cohdemned to pursue. Difficulties 
stimulate, dangers invigorate, griefs soften and 
ameliorate the heart ; while, on the contrary, pro- 
sperity corrupts, security enfeebles, and indolence 
destroys it. Let us submit with becoming cheer- 
ftilness/* concluded the stranger, " to the evil when 
it comes, and welcome by anticipation the good 
with which it must alternate sooner or later." 
Tha Speaker paused, as if he wanted matter, or 



w&itetl for encouragement to proceed ; but ßnding 
neither, hastity withdrew from the circle. 

Diiiing supper ihe music was resumed ; (Uid 
what was so well intended, lias been equally well 
received — the minstrel has had his rewaid. 



UEtoile. This is a very comfortable iiin. Tli« 
arrangements have glven great satisfaction. The 
whole estabüshment moves on tiptoe, and thö 
greatest anxiety is evinced to insure a comfortable 
iiight's sojoui'n to the Royal guests. Such occa- 
sions, ihe landlady expressively states, are, unibr- 
tunately, as rare as they are desirable. All 
coittinue well. SIeep to-morrow al Coblentz. 

Andernach, Thursday, llth. — The royal party 
weTe here raet by the Princes of Nieuwied, with 
felicitations on their arrival. From their observ- 
ations on the early history, antlquities, politlcal 
changes, productions, and improvcments in these 
provinces, I derived, in a very short space, much 
essential inibrmntion. 

About two o'clock the carriages were embarked 
on the Rhine, an J by means of the poiit volant — 
the first which had been attempted — tlie party 
were in a few minutes hi the hall of tlie Cliäteauj 
this is an edifice of modern erection, but rieh in 
nrchltecturai design and execiition, ns weil as 
tastefnl and ctiaste in decoration. 
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After dinner, the Prince Maximilian conducted 
his Visitors to a private museum, lately fitted up, 
and peculiarly rieh in subjeets of natural his- 
tory. To this the Princes' travels and residence 
in the Brazils had materially contributed. Various 
animal and vegetable productions, coUected on the 
spot, and imported by the Princes on their return 
to Europe, gave the coUection a novel and in- 
teresting character. In elucidation of this depart- 
ment of natural science, I am referred to a recent 
publication from the Munich press, accompanied 
with engravings of drawings taken by the Princes 
from nature, during their residence in the Brazils. 

In addition to the above, their Royal Highnesses 
were shown a small cabinet of antiquities, coUected 
exclusively from excavations made in various parts 
of the family demesne. Among these I remarked 
a massy gold ring, such as were worn by Roman 
knights, some household gods, with various imple- 
ments of war, and Utensils employed at the altar 
or in particular sacrifices. This demesne is very 
rieh in the treasures of antiquity — particularly of 
the Roman colony. Several specimens of domestic 
arts were next exhibited, to the high gratification 
of the Maximilian travellers and their suite. Among 
these, the most pleasing and ornamental, if not the 
most useful, were the handiworksof some fair Mo- 
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ravian artists, comprising a long series of toilet 
Ornaments, embossed or embroidered in a style 
peculiarly their own, They excited great admir* 
ation in that quarter where works of taste, or 
merit, never fall to secure patronage and en- 
eouragement. Like the surgeon who lauds 
Homer for his accurate and scientific description 
of wounds, I greatly admired these objects of art 
for their correct outline, delicate colouring, and 
beautiful delineation of some flowers and botanical 
subjects with which I am acquainted. For the en- 
couragement of the artists, as well as for personal 
gratification, a quantity of these articles were pur- 
chased, and will form pleasing Souvenirs of Nieu- 
wied on more than one royal toilet in England. 

It is only here, I am informed, that work of 
this description has been attempted with equal 
taste and ingenuity. 

During the late war which agitated Europe 
and overran the fair provinces of the Rhine, the 
Princes of Nieuwied were among the first to draw 
the sword in defence of their liberty, When the 
violated rights of nations were expiated, and the 
balance of power restored to its equilibrium, 
they were the first to return to the tranquil arts of 
peace. They retired to the bosom of their family, 
to the halls of their ancestors, with — what is better 
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than all the trophies of war — the consciousness of 
having discharged their duty. To this was super- 
added an ardent love of letters — a province which 
they have successfuUy cultivated, and as perma- 
nently adomed. 

Friday, 12th. — Left Coblenti this morning at 
half past seven. Between Boppart and St, Goar we 
had the treat of a sublime thunder-storm. I re- 
mained on the box for the benefit of Observation« 
All was bright when we lost sight of Ehrenbreit- 
stein. At this point, clouds were suddenly ob- 
served hurrying together from all quarters, tili the 
mountains on either hand were entirely obscured, 
except here and there, where some ruined fortress, 
perched on the summit of a tall cliff, discovered 
its mouldering battlements amid the storm. Then 
burst forth the vivid lightning, which was rapidly 
answered by the long and loud roll of thunder 
tili it died away in a thousand varying echoes 
atnid the mountains. This continued three quar- 
ters of an hour, when all again became unclouded 
sunshine. 

St. Goar is that part, which, of all others on 
the Rhine, most powerfully arrests and fixes the 
attention of strangers. It is an epitome of all 
that is picturesque, a concentration of all that is 
romantic in these proviiices. 
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The first idea that Struck me, as conveying a 
resemblance to St. Goar, was that of a large 
crater. The sides are at one time gently slqDing, 
at another precipitous, and present the varied as-* 
pect of trees, rocks, and green terraces of vinesj 
which encircle the perishing remams of baronial 
magnificence. The centre of the crater, to pro- 
secute the simile, is occupied by the Rhine, spread 
out in form of a lake. Its inlet and oudet are 
concealed by the projecting rocks and tortuous 
course of the river. Foaming and boiling through 
its contracted Channel, the stream rushes on as if 
in eagerness to reach this peaceful little'bay, and 
again enjoy a moment's rest and tranquillity. 

As the carriages halted at the post^house, bou- 
quets of flowers were presented at the charioi 
Windows, — tokens of welcome which Her Royal 
Highness condescended to accept. The smile by 
which her acceptance was expressed, appeared to 
afford infinite satisfaction to the fair representativc 

of the Rhenish Flora. 

• » * 

The Pfalz, rising from the centre of the 
stream, crowned with its multiform spires and 
pinnacles — a miniature of Gothic importance — 
is as striking in style, as it is singular in Situ- 
ation. At a distance, it presents more the ap- 
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pearance of a vessel füll rigged, than of a State 
prison, or — lady's bower — to both of which it 
lays claim. 

It was in a small room of this river fastness 
that, according to tradition, the Ladies Palatlne 
gave heirs legitimate to that princely dignity. 

Mayence. — Here we arrived sufficiently early 
to devote a couple of hours to the inspection of 
the cathedral — a magnificent structure, exhibiiing 
models of all the different styles of architecture 
from 900 down to 1600. His Royal Highness 
was much pleased with the descriptive detail of 
the Cicerone who attended. He expressed himself 
no less so with the striking scenery through which 
he had passed in to-day's route. The survey of 
the cathedral occupied a füll hour. 

The choir on the east, and its approach, are of 
the remote date of 900; the nave, 1000; and 
the choir on the west, 1100. The cathedral has 
two choirs, two cupolas, and four towers. 

The chapels along the nave are of the four- 
teenth Century ; the eastern cupola^ of the thir- 
teenth, as well as the columns which Sup- 
port it internally. The view from the central 
tower was strongly recommended for its beauty 
and extent, but was not taken advantage of on 
the present occasion. 
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The next objects were, the cloister, over which 
there was formerly an excellent library ; the hall 
of the chapter ; the gate of the south-east near 
the choir — a great fevourite with antiquaries, 
entirely Roman, and built in the reign of Con- 
stantine. — Next was shown the gate on the 
north, over the market- place, — an Imitation of the 
ancient Roman, and of the twelfth Century ; the 
baptismal fonts of metal in the eastern choir; 
the sepulchral monuments, most of them of rieh 
materials and exquisite workmanship, but shame- 
fuUy mutilated by the Vandal troops, who lately 
converted this splendid and sacred edifice into a 
riotous caserne. 

On quitting the cathedral, a Prussian detach- 
ment, preceded by an excellent band, passed the 
gate. The music was of that stirring, martial 
composition which is so strongly characteristic of 
the German style, and pleased His Royal High- 
ness so much, that he walked for upwards of an 
hour to keep within hearing of it. In that time 
it made the circuit of the town, 

Frankfort, Saturday, 10 p. M. — On arriving 
here, their Royal Highnesses were received by 
the Landgrave and Landgravine of Hesse Hom- 
burg, the Landgrave of Hesse, &c. A sumptuous 
entertainment was prepared at the Weidenhof ^ to 
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which they sat down, at the early hour of two 
o'clock, later by an hour than the usual time of 
dinner. 

Here I had the honour of being presented to 
the Princess Elizabeth, as Landgravine of- Hesse 
Homburg. Under the latter title, this amiable 
Princess has done more for the happiness and 
prosperity of the inhabitants than all the combined 
events of the last Century. 

The Landgrave is in appearance, what he is 
in reality, a soldier. With the interest of his 
country warmly at heart, he has the good wishes of 
eveiy one who has passed an hour in his Com- 
pany. Nothing can exceed his affability and 
goodness of heart The former is conspicuous in 
his conversation and intercourse with strangers, 
the latter is exemplified by the actions and occu- 
pations of every day. In Company, he has the 
dignified ease becoming his Station, and the happy 
tact of neither feeling restraint, nor imposing it 
upon others.* 

Their Royal Highnesses will make a visit of 

some days at Hombm'g on their return. 

* * # # 

To-morrow, on the way to Fulda, we are to 
* This excdlent and patriotic Prince died early in 1828. 
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pass theoutskjrtsofthefiehiof Dettingen, througli 
Hanau, Gelnhausen, Saal mü rister, and Schlüdi- 
tem ; all of which have made a figure in the late 
and fortner wars. 



Fulda, litli.- — Avrived here this evening, wliere 
the Royal party were met by the reigning Duke of 
Saxe-Meiningen and sulte. His Serene Highness 
is a tall, handsome young m^i, princely in his ap- 
pearance and deportment, and just come of age. 
He ig partial to England, where he spent sonie 
time, and has acquired much of the English 
manner aud character. 

Altenstein. Monday, 15th- — Left Fulda this 
moiTÜiig in Company. Escorled from the Meinin- 
gen ii-ontiers by a detachmcnt of the Duke's 
Hussars. In approaching Altenstein the country 
presents a series of striking and romantic objects. 
Of these, the most prominent is a small chapel, or 
observatory, oii the pinnacle of an isolated rock. 
Arrived here to dinner at five o'clock, where a 
large party was assembled to welcome the royal 
visitors. 

The Banquet. During the first course, " God 
■ßave the King " was Struck up by an excellent 
.band in the ante-room, with a variety of other 
national and complimentary airs. 
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i6th.—- Here every thing has a new aspect« 
!Nature has a new face, and old fax;es a new ex« 
pression. The forests are new. The appearance, 
even the produce, of the fields is new. The 
peasant youths, with their three-cocked military 
hats, buckskin breeches, and shoe-buckles of the 
last Century, are all new. 

The village maids, with their bright hair, blue 
eyes, sunny faces, close jerkins, long queues, 
helmet-caps, hoops, and streamers of blackriband 
• — all new« The osier basket hamessed to the 
matemal Shoulders, with one or more family trea- 
sures therein — interestingly new. Groups of 
these happy creatures sauntering about the courts, 
peeping in at the Windows, and lounging in the 
hall of the Prince — as they would in their 
bther's house — particularly new, and speak well 
for the patemal govemment under which they 
live and thrive. 

The urbanity of the Court — the rational con- 
versation of the oflBcers — the interesting faces 
and unaffected manners of the ladies — the lan- 
guage, the voices, the uniforms — the civil and 
military decoratiolis — several points of etiquette 
— the miisic — the mixed military and classic air 
which pervades the whole, — all are new, and not 
more new than pleasing. 



THE COURT. — ST. BONIFACIUS. 



35 



Though iiving here in comparative retiremeDt, 
-Hia Serene Highness's style and letinue are such 
as well become a sovereign prince. The officers 
of the household are numerous. The equipage, in 
and out of doors, elegant and costly. The fare 
sumptuous and abundant, seiTed after a fasliion 
between Fiench and English, which is the cha- 
racter of the German aiisitie. 

The Court iivery is gi'een and gold. Some of 
tlie uniforms very handsome. The domestics are 
numei'ous, much beyoiid previous calculation. I 
have never heard niusic equal to that of the pri- 
vate military band here in attendance. 



In tront of the Chäteau here, theve is a rock 
vhich commands an extensive and charming view 
over the Valley of the Werra, tili closed in the 
distance by a pine-clad ridge of the Thüringen. 

From this rock, according to tradition, the doc- 
trine of the Gross was first promulgated to the stray 
sheep of Hercynia. I have not yet learnt the 
name of this proto-apostle, bot his labours were 
crowned with success ; and, aller a lapse of many 
centuries were at last perfected, on the spot where 
they were first begun, by the immortal Luther. 

In reference to the tradition connected with 
^ this lOck, a cross was erected on its apex, and 
D 2 
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underneath, in conspicuous letters, m.dcccxiv. 
to commemorate the recent epoch at which reli<^ 
gion was agaln vindicated, and peace restored. 
I have just enquired, and find that the name is 

St. Bonifacius — a good name. 

* « # 

During the eight days' journey to this country, 
His Royal Highness has not dined more than 
twice. He breakfasted in the mornihg at seven, 
lipon tea and a simple slice of dry toast — Spartan 
fare, in abstinence at least if not in substance. — ^ 
A slight luncheon, consisting of cold fowl, West-^ 
phalia ham, veal, ovgibier — the latter a favourite 
viand — was prepared, and put into a small basket 
in the chariot. One or more of these with 
bread, formed the staple banquet of the day, and 
were resorted to at pleasure. 

At night, on arriving at the inn, His Royal 
Highness took tea — and only green tea — of 
which a supply was brought from Ghent. This 
summed up the day's entertainment. However 
late the hour or potent the Infusion, the beverage, 
I understand, never interferes with His Royal 
Highness's rest. Such is the power of long habiL 

This System of abstinence is always attended 
with the best consequences. It supplies what, 
under a more genorous regimen, exercise alone 
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- heaJth and activity ; and with 
ver fajiing accompatiiment, cheer- 



could ensure, 
tliese, their i 
fiilness. 

Wednesdayevening. — Thewalks,orproineiiadea 
round the Baths of Liebenstein ", are kept with 
all the neatness of our private walks in England, 
and meander through the richly wooded acclivities 
in every dh'ection. The principal of these leads to 
the Alten Schloss, the ancient baronial keep of 
the lords of Liebenstein. From the walls of this 
Castle the eye takes in a complete panorama of 
the surrounding country. On the north and east, 
tower the highest ridge of the Thüringen forest, 
and the grey fantastic rocks of Altenstein : on 
the Eouth and west, the windings of the Werra, 
and the rieh cultivated Valley through which it 
äows. In the latter direction tliere is little wood, 
except where the horizon is bounded by anotlier 
forest ridge of the intemiinable Thüringen ; the 
towns and villages with which this space is inter- 
E^ersed, may be individiialised and counted as 
iar as the eye can reach. In the distance there 
is LI conical volcanic hill, rising abruptly fi'om 
the level piain, covered with pines, and crowned 
by an extensive feudal ruin, which fornis a strong 

* Some account of the baths of Liebenstein, will be found 
ifl a Bubse(|ucnl part of these volumea. 
1) 3 
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contrast to the monotony of corn-fields and culti-^ 
vated plains which border the Werra, The sun is 
now setting behind it in great beauty, At this hour 
the outline of the buildings and the form of the 
trees are delineated with great accuracy on the 
deep blue horizon, in which they seem to float. 
The clumps of pine, where they are densest, rise 
in dark pyramids around the shattered keep. 
Through its less compact foliage, thelight struggles 
in bright golden patches — kindling up its ancient 
avenues, and Streaming through its loopholes and 
unlatticed casements. Contrasted with the dark 
ground on which it plays, it has all the effect 
of artificial illumination. Taken under the pre- 
sent favourable circumstances, a picture of this 
part of the valley would present the peculiar 
qualities of truth and novelty combined. To re- 
lieve the more level parts, it would be only ne- 
cessary to introduce the river, touched at intervals 
as it now appears, with the bright sunset spark- 
Ung on its waters; the village spires, with the 
wreathing smoke from the evening hearths soar- 

ing slowly and majestically to the sky. 

* * « 

The Germans, like the nations of antiquity, 
particularly the Romans, have the custom of 
erecting little votive altars to the Genii loci where 
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they have passed any time agreeably or bene- 
ficially. — These generally bear inscriptions adapt- 
ed to the scene or the subject. They are erected 
by fi-iends in memory of friends, of feelings and 
enjoyments there corainunicated or experienced. 
Disappointments, losses, or Grosses hi love, post 
pleasures, and antlcipated sorrows, are all thus 
conimemorated : — each with its votive altar or 
tablet, and all interesting in subject or Situa- 
tion.* 

The Germans are naturally a thinking, con- 
templative people, and these little monuments 
of the mind are generally met with in solitude. 
I have Just passed one of thetn in a sequestered 
spot at the outskirts of the forest. 

Liebensteiu is the favourite summer residence 
of the Duchess Dowager, who has a pretty Italian 
vUla here. Her Serene Highness is universally 
beloved. Wlierever she appears abroad, she is 
greeted with blessiitgs and acclamation. 

There will be a great f^te here on the llth of 
next month, Her Serene Highness's birthday. 

Altenstein, Thursday, 18th. — Nomancanbe 



• At the Baths in certmn cKstriets of the Black Forest, 
SDchBB Ddnach, Wild-Batl, and others, theaealtars are nu- 
raeroiiB anii characteribtic. 
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more attentive and anxious to limit and reduce his 

expenditure, as much as that is possible or con- 

öistent with his exalted Station, than His Royal 

Highness. 

. He Iqoks over all the accounts himself, sums up, 

^alculates, adjusts, and compares, nicely balancing 

every item. 

When the first äccount of the expenditure from 
England to Altenstein was yesterday given in^ 
he examined it for half an hour with great atten- 
tion, and expressed much surprise at the small- 
»ess of the amount. *' I advise you to take it 
back and recalculate the items. It is impossible 
tbat I can have travelled from Antwerp to Alten- 
stein for this sum. How many miles is it? I 
pbserve — here it is specified in stages — nine 
days from the coast — fifteen persons — sixteen 
horses — three carriages — estafette included, 

— one horse being charged for each person." 

* ♦ * 

The account has been recalculated minutely, 
and returned this morning. His Royal Highness 
iß now perfectly convinced that the joumey has 
been accomplished for the sum specified : — no 
more having been drawn. He expressed ad- 
ditional pleasure and sm^prise, and enclosed it to 
the treasurer. * There is no man,' he added, ' a 
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better judge of accounts than Barton, and none 
more particular and correct. This will please 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

July 1 9th. 8ut]^cr'§-85üct)e. — From the Chäteau 
of Altenstein to this solitary and attractive spot is 
a delightfiil walk of half an hour. Its claims upon^ 
the stranger's attention are much greater, and of a 
higher interest, than the place of itself wbuld seem 
to indicate. It is a lofty and ancient S3ücl)e/ 
stretching forth its protecting arms over the adja- 
Cent shrubbery, and shooting up its leafy apex 
over the other trees. What Luther was in the 
church, Luther's-büche is in the forest — pVe- 
6minent and alone. Its great age is attested by 
the moss with which its trunk and branches are 
liberally sheathed, and by the partial decay which. 
which has commenced in its northern aspect. 

Names and Initials numberless, and in mutuat 
defiance of each other, are every where inflicted 
upon its innocent and defenceless bark. Some 
deeply cut into the patriarchal boU. Each in its 

* The English and German poste-tarif are very difierent. 
To the form er that of Germany is as three to seven, varying 
a little in the difierent states. It was this which attracted 
Observation. Throughout Germany every thing eise was in 
Proportion. The best dinner served at the best inn not ex- 
ceeding five Shillings. 
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kind evincing the different degrees of veneration 
wherewith the pilgrims were individually inspired: 
all anxious to perpetuate their own beloved 
memory by linking it with tibat of the great Friar 
of Erfurth. 

" gubwig t)on SSiberac^ ! " His claims are espe- 
cial ; the size of the letters — the depth of the 
incision — all evince his special longings after im- 
mortality ! But time, the pernicious influence of 
many Springs, has made sad encroachments upon 
the venerable name ! Its grooves are fast dis- 
appearing under the invading bark. The g and 
XO and the ^oti are grown up ; and the Initials of 
obscure intruders planted in their place. • • • • 
What am I to leam from this ? Much that is 
moral in application, but melancholy to contem- 
plate — Much that is exemplified in daily life. 

On one of the higher boughs I observe 
* Karl Köpper/ but scarcely visible to common 
speculation. * Karl' must have been a man of 
sense and precaution — perhaps an Alsaciaii. He 
foresaw, no doubt, that his immortality would be 
endangered by the common herd of pilgrims, and 
their envious knives. He therefore took a loftier 
flight, seized the highest niche in the temple, 
where he rests in quiet, unapproachable possession. 
His motto — Per ardtui ad älta. 
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His next neighbours are, " Wilhelm Kreutzer 
nebst seine Frau Gemahlin." So wedlock did not 
extinguish your devotion, bot ye Iiave invoked the 
Buche to witness your union. — Alns ! the knives 
of the season have parted " Frau Gemahlin" from 
her beloved " Wilhelm," and the interval is occu- 
pied by " Friederich Schmidt !" Knowest thou 
this, Wilhelm Kreutzer? 

The names of three geiierations are liberally 
scattered over this sacred tree — the latter regu- 
larly replacing the former, and all conspiring, by 
their angles, intersections, and encroachments, to 
Hssimilate its bark with tlie hieroglyphics upon an 
Egyptian obelisk, or, more properly, a scroU of 
papyrus, 

There is a greater Name, however, than any of 
tlie preceding, associated with this ancient and 
illustrious tree. It is this associalion which draws 
so many pilgrims to its shade, and so many am- 
bitious travellers to court distinction among itg 
lettered branches. In a word, this is the Tree 
where the immortal Luther was surprised and 
carried off by a troop of masked emissaries. 

The boldness of the Reformer, whom a persua- 
sion of the truth made bold, though it alarmed 
and confounded his enemies, excited the liveliest 
fears in the minds of his friends. The forraer had 
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evejy thing to apprehend from the daily exposure 
to which bis life and doctrines had reduced them. 
The latter apprehended some sudden and sum- 
mary act of violence directed against bis life or 
personal liberty. Tbis fear was founded upon a 
notorious precedent — tbe Council of Constance, 
and tbe victims of tbat conspiracy. Tbey tbougbt 
tbat what was once pei*petrated under tbe eye of 
Sigismund, migbt be rebearsed in tbe person of 
Lutber. Charles V. had been applied to by 
tbe Pope*s nuncio, reminded of tbe glorious ex- 
ample lefl bim by bis Predecessor, and tbat be 
migbt immortalise, nay canonise, bimself by fol- 
lowing so brigbt an example ! Cbarles, bowever, 
answered in tbe ever memorable words, That 
he had no ambition to blush with Sigismtind! 
and Lutber retained bis liberty. But fearing tbat 
some act of tbe Cburcb migbt, under tbe covert 
of delegated autbority, be enforced against bim, tbe 
Elector, wbo was bis friend, resolved to snatcb 
tbe Reformer from tbe impending danger. But 
on tbis point opinions differ. 

Lutber, returning from tbe Diet at Worms, 
had made a tour connected with tbe spiritual 
interests of the Infant Cburcb. He was then far on 
bis way to tbe village of Schweinau, on the out- 
skirts of tbis demesne. He had advanced to tbe 



IIFTHEBS TllEE. 45 

stream which here escapes from the depths of ihe 
forest, under the shade of the tree where I iiow 
write. There was a sudden lush from tlie 
thicket of several men in arms, masked and mute. 
They seizcd the Refovmer, mounted him on one 
of their steeds, aiid disappeared in the forest. 
This was bnt the work of a few seconds. When 
Luther demanded an explanation, they put thcir 
fingers to their hps and pointed towards Eise- 
nacb. As far as sjgns went, their ti-eatment of 
the prisoner was as courteous as its object was 
mysterious. He feit that he could obtain no ex- 
planatioD, but feit also that he had nothing to 
apprehend personal ly. 

In this manner they traversed the forest by 
solitary and unfrequented patlis. When morniiig 
broke upon tliem, Luther was a prisoner in the 
towers of tlie Wartburg, 

The happy consequences of this manoeuvre are 
well known. The circumstance took place about 
29-30th of April, 1521. 



Saturday, 29th. — To-day His Royal Highness 
visited the ^olian Harp — a very remarkable 
pheoomenon — as mitch so in point of Situation, 
as for the wild and powerful effect which it ex- 



4fß ÄOLIAN HABP. — ROYAL VISIT. 

erts over every stranger who visits these romantic 
solitudes. 

The whole of this mountain ridge is of volcanic 
origin. The previous State of fusion is every 
where exemplified. The rocks, as they cooled and 
returned to the solid State, have left many vacant 
Spaces, varying in dimensions from a simple crevice 
to a cavem such as Gldcksbrun.^ In one of these, 
this natural j^olian harp was discovered. It is 
produced by the rushing of the wind through the 
perpendicular fissure of a rock opening to the 
west, and enclosing a space sufHcient to contain 
several persons. Fortunately, this morning the 
wind was westerly, and this harp of nature's min- 
strelsy in fine tune. It was the first visit, and the 
effect was powerful beyond any thing we had pre- 
viously fancied. It promises to be one of the few 
harps which lose nothing on better acquaintance. 
There was nothing of that changeless monotony 
of which ^olian barps are so freely accused. 
Its notes seemed to vary every instant, and, 
while we remained, bore no resemblance to one 
another. 



' * An extensive cave discovered by the late Sovereign, and 
h^eafter to be noticed in these pages. 
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From the cavem's daik recesses, 

Faint and fa/ they come — ihej come! 
Waken'd by the wind's careases — 

Strengtheumg like the wild-bee'a hum — 
Floating on the zephyr^' tresscs, 

Seraph-sounds, they come — they come 1 
Faintly sighing, aoaring, swelling, 

As the fitüü breeze comcs on j 
Changefiil ever, ailent never — 

Tuned to song by Heaven alone. 
Sounds beyond the minstrel'a reach — 
Muaic art could never teach ! 
Mystic Harp of Alteiistein ", 
Who ahall weave a soDg like thine ? 



Expressing hixnself rauch pleased with this gra- 
tuitous exhibitiori) and remunerating the keeper 
of the melodious oracie, His Royal Highness 
ascended to the Observatory, where he spent some 
time iii contemplating the wide and varied prospect 
which it commands. From its singularly isolated 
Position, it is a coiispicuous land-mark to the whole 
country, and the first object that catches the eye 
of the traveller on his approach to the Meiningen 
frontier. Tliere is a striking resemblance be- 
tween this district and the ancient ^olia ; so much 
Eo, that the description of the ' Pati'ia nimbo- 
rum' b a very correct geological and topographi- 

• Pronounced Alteiufinc. 
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cal chart of the country where I now write. Here 
are the * vasta antra,' * luctantes ventos/ * tem- 
pestatesque sonoras^ and * magno cum murmure 
montis/, &c. 

♦ ♦ * 

July 22d. — His Serene Highness is a perfect 
adept in equestrian graces. Every time I see him 
mount, manoeuvre, and dismount, he reminds me 
of the Roman eques : 

Modo spumanti permittit habenas 
Quadrupedi, modo calce citat, modo torquet in auras 
Flß^biles rictus, modo jam cervice rotata 
Incipit efiusos in gyrum carpere cursus, &c. 

His Serene Highness employs great care, and 
spares no expense, in the breed and purchase of 
his horses.* The stud at present, I am told, con- 
sists of upwards of fifty, and selected from the 
most approved race. The four silver greys which 
he usually drives in his Droshka, as well as those 
reserved exclusively for the saddle, comprise some 
pf the most beautiful animals I have ever seen. 
They have not the bone, nor perhaps the spirit, of 
the English horjse ; but they have all the docility, 



• Tacitus, De Mor. Genn., says that " the German horse 
had neither swiftness, elegance, nor training." It is a very 
difierent animal in the present day. 
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playfulness, and symmetry of the Arab or Barb, 
The coach-horses are bright bays, of the choice 
Mecklenburg breed, sixteen hands higb, accurately 
matched, and such as would make a figure ia 
Hyde Park. I have just seen a siiperb English 
hunter, imported by His Serene Highness, one 
of the best, and no doubt one of the dearest, that 
could be purchased in London. But after a 
trial, I understand, he prefers the Saxon horse, or 
at least his own breed. The hard trot of the 
English horse is not the style of pace adopted in 
this country. 

Of all the studs in Gertnany, that of the Grand 
Duke of Weimar is one of the most remarkable, 
both in point of colour and quality — snow white, 
swift, and stately : — 

Qui candore n 



The Bat! IS are now crowded with visitors, 
whora the peculiar attractiou of the season, as 
well as the virtues of the spring, have brought 
together. Croups of smokers are distributed 
Tuider the magnificent lindens. A band of mu- 
sicians is in füll tune and attendance, and judging 
trom all that here presents itself, these watera 
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seem to confer happiness as well as health upon 
their votaries. 

Perhaps there is no Situation or period in life 
where happiness is feit in greater perfection than 
during the state of gradual convalescence from 
some painful disorder. Here are some apt illus- 
trations. 

There is a public table here, which is thronged 
with guests. At this, the well appointed baron 
and the simple baur come into friendly contact« 
Such meetings neither imply degradation to the 
one, nor impose restraint upon the other. All 
dine alike at the table-d'hote, lounge under the 
same trees after dinner, and light their Oriental 
pipes at the same taper. — O ! nimium fortunati sua 
si bona, &c. 

Booths are erecting for the celebration of the 
approaching fete. The long avenue is covered with 
promenaders. In the gasthof all is bustle and 
anticipation, for the shrill note of the post bügle 

has announced the arrival of strangers. 

• * # 

At half an hour*s walk from the Baths, and 
approached by a very beautiful Serpentine walk 
through the wood, I have visited a singular con- 
geries of rocks piled and distributed in such a 
manner as much more to resemble the labours of 
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nrt tlian the Sport of nature. Tliey rise from an 
nrena of about Guy yai'ds in circumference, and 
resemble the successive grades of an ampliitlieatre. 
At the top, the tall lindens with which the space is 
cncircled so iiitcrmingle their branches, as to form 
a dense sUvan canopy over the whole arena. It is 
a very secluded, roniantic spot, and a niost agree- 
able retreat during tliis oppresslve weather — quum 
Caput attoUit sitibunda canicula. 

At what period of Saxon history, or from what 
circumstances, it acqitii'ed its distinguishing ap^ 
pellation of Fursten-th^älre, the deponent saith 
not. It seems not at all iniprobable that these rocks 
have witnessed the resolutions of more] than one 
chapter of Teutonic knlghts ; or il may have been 
the rallying point of some branch of that dread 
Secret tribunal which at one period ramified itself 
all over Germany, haunting even the Emperor in 
his sleep, with the poisoned chalice, or the assas- 
sin's dagger. 

Now, however, it is devoted to much more 
laudable purposes, being the sacred reiidczvous 
of lovers and nightingales ; ivhere a stranger, if 
cautious and discreet, may listen, with edified ear, 
to the songs or the sorrows of both, without iiieur- 
ring the charge of an eaves-dropper. 
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From this point there is a delightful walk along 
the heights, and back to the Baths ; every where 
shaded with luxuriant woods and odoriferous 
plants, with seats stationed at conimodious ia- 
tervals, and each opening in charming vistas over 
the distant country, Immediately under, and 
westward, is the principality of Barchfeldt — a 
family nearly allied to that of Meiningen, and 
illustrious for the patriotism and high military 
character of its princes. 

During the week there have been balls and 
concerts, altemating with the representations of a 
select Corps dramatique. 

Monday, 22d. — I have been absent for six 
hours in a botanical excursion, through field and 
forest. This country abounds in plants and 
flowers. The neglected field-flowers, which I have 
remarked no where eise, are here exceedingly 
beautiful and varied. 

The medicinal classes are no less abundant and 
Qccessible. 

23d. — To-morrow, His Royal Highness will set 
out to visit his sister the Queen dowager of Wiu*- 
temberg. The journey will occupy three long 
days. As usual, no Courier is employed ; but an 
estafette is dispatched, which has hitherto answered 
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extremely well, and proved a most eflicieiit Sub- 
stitute for the other. 



Werneck. — Wednesday, July 24th. — Left 
Altenstein this moming at five o'clock. TTie 
country is beauliful througliout, and the road from 
Liebenstein winds thiough a rieh cultivated valley, 
bounded on either side by irioiintains and pine 
forests. Here and there a break in the mitist 
invites the traveller to plant his cottage, and enliveu 
the stillness of its leafy solitude. 

Meiningen the capital is a handsome town, 
called proveibially the city of the Harp. Coni- 
pletely imbosomed in green silvan Iiills, it extends 
along the immediate right bank of the Werra. 
The suburbs are riclily planted, and sprinkled 
with numerous white summer-houses. At this 
time the river was covered with rafts of wood, 
the only fuel here in use. Coal, I am informed, 
raight be had for the working; but against this 
fossil they entertain an ancient prejudice. Eveiy 
inhabitant, I am told, is allowed ati acre of forest 
for the arinual supply of fuel. Compared with the 
Population, a wide territory of forest must be thus 
exclusively appropriated. 

About half way to Meirichstadt, near the Duke's 

pheasantry, are tlie very romantic ruins of Hen- 

E 3 
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neberg. Nothing can be more picturesque and 
striking. It was the ancient family residence of 
the counts of that name, so often met with in Saxon 
history. ' Betwixt this and Meirichstadt, a very 
cid dilapidated Catholic town, we entered the 
Bavarian territory. The road is as good as any in 
England, well Macadamized, of ample width, and 
skirted with fruit trees. The toll, as usual, was 
levied at the frontier. This regulation prevents 
any further interruption or delay, tili we reach 
the march of Würtemberg. 

KuNZELSAU. — Thursday. — Halting this after- 
noon at a small town on the frontier, to change 
horses, a fine hearty postilion started from the 
hottest part of the fair,"celebrating with great glee 
at the time, and threw the hamess hastily upon four 
spirited horses, as restless and impatient as himself. 
Various Symptoms led me to suppose that he was 
too reluctant to resign the play of the fair, to give 
travellers fair play. He had a spur on either heel, 
and strong evidence of one in the head. I re- 
monstrated with the postmaster : I represented the 
serious consequences to which one false step might 
lead. I hinted at the rank of the traveller; the 
vicinity of Stutgardt ; and the law that must in- 
evitably be visited upon him in case any mishap 
should accrue from negligence in his department. 
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— which was too probable from the extreme and 
unnalive vivacity of the new postilion. 

The postmaster tlischaiged, wich great non- 
chalatice, the volume of smoke which he had just 
inhaled. He assured me that my apprehensions 
were groundless, and my suspicions ungenerous, 
as they regarded Scimager. To Iiimself, tliough 
he gave me credit for menning well, my language 
was nevertheless incomprehensible. In a word, 
the postilion in question was the best and safest 
postilion, and himself the most caiitious nnd ac- 
commodatingpostmaster,ontheroad. Hepledged, 
nioreover, his oath of loyalty, that no mishap 
would, or could happen under so skilful a guide. 
As a concluding argument, " there was no olher in 
ike place." This was the tvuth, and a posev. 

His Royal Highness, thougb not indiiferent to 
the result, was amused with the coUoquy; and 
accepting the pledge tendered by the postmaster, 
stepped into tlie carriage. 

The postilion appeared in the ftiU Wiivtemberg 
uniform, — yellow, black, and red. A post bügle 
slung &om his Shoulder, and an upriglit military 
feather in his hat. He addressed a friendly word to 
his horses, vaulted on the back of the near wheeler, 
gave bis whip a most scientific crack; the leaders 
plunged, sprang forward, and away we went, as 
E 4 



Ä6 TRAVELLING. — QUICK TIMC. 

if drawn by the devil, and driven by an attorneyr* 
The road was good, confined between two hedges, 
and rising in a gentle acclivity, which was speedily 
overcome. Our postilion, suiting the word to 
the action, admonished his mettled steeds with an 
altemate kick, and crack of the whip which carried 
US in quick time to the top of the ascent 

So far well. Here began another experiment, 
jth<5 descent — much too rapid and slippery to be 
Safe. The road was bordered by a rugged pre- 
cipice, and tumed at the foot of the descent by a 
sharp angle to the left, which to have described at 
this our present rate, must have been attended with 
Imminent hazard. Crossing the road also at right 
angles, there was a second precipice, defended 
only by a slight parapet of two feet high. The 
danger was, that the sudden check which must be 
given to the carriage in order to turn the angle safely 
migbt be so sudden as to overbalance it ; or that 
the horses, either incapable of opposing sufficient 
resistance, or becoming unmanageable, it might be 
hurried over the precipice : the latter seemed the 
more probable, and one or other inevitable at the 
time. 

It was to no purpose that I vociferated " Lang- 
sam ! langsam ! langsamer ! Halt ! ich bitte sie. 

* Local idiom. 
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Halt ! " The nttendanls were eqiially unsuc- 
cessful. 

The postilion continued bis career, every mo- 
ment acceleratetl by the increasing momentiim. It 
was abundantly evident that Schwager could not 
obey. He did every thing in hls power, bot In 
valn, to check the veloclty with which he was pro- 
ceeding. He had by no means calculated the 
weiglit of the carriage. Hls leaders, as usual, 
had nelther bit nor rein ; so that he had no com- 
mand over them, but iastead of driving was 
dragged after them. 

The danger was at its height. The precipice 
lipon whlch we were rushing suddeniy appeared, 
Tiie feetirig it excited was llke that of the boat- 
man who feels himself hurried Irresistibly towards 
the cataract of Rheinfelden. Though momentary, 
it left an Impression of all that is siiblime In fear, 
The leaders touched the parapet: the wlieelers, 
by a momentary and desperate manceuvre, were 
thrown on their haiinches, almost under the body 
of the carriage. T'liey ofFered all the resistance 
which living muscie and wretched harness could 
oppose in such an emergency. The effort suc- 
ceeded. The leaders bolted instinctively from 
the precipice. The carriage reeied for a moment 
— ihe wheelera sprang lo their !egs — the danger 
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was over, — but an instance of more imminent 
danger is of rare occurrence. 

To his lasting credit the postilion never once 
lost his balance, nor his presence of mind, nor — 
his pipe. He excused himself very readily by 
assuring us that there *mas no danger, not even at 
the turning. So replenishing his pipe, and pro- 
mising his horses a good slice oi sckmartz-brod at 
the next relay, we proceeded slowly up the steep 
hiii that succeeded, and have reached this by a 

diißcult and hilly route. 

« * * 

BischofFsheim ofFered an interesting and antique 
feature in the landscape as we suddesily de- 
bouched from the deep shade of the Spessart 
Forest, and commenced the long steep descent 
which leads to its ancient bridge and gate. Here, 
as in every part of Bavaria which we have yet 
Seen, altars and crucifixes may be said to line the 
way. There is a small votive chapel on the right, 
which appears to claim special attention from the 
pilgrim. 

The road to Mergentheira winds through a 
highly cultivated and most productive Valley. 
There the piety of the inhabitants was even more 
than usually conspicuous in the profusion of Ca- 
tholic Symbols which bordered the road. Some 
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of these were horrid caiicatures, eqiiaüy revolting 
to the eye and the imaglnation. On tlie right 
was B. J. H. S. of colossal dlmensions, and be- 
daubed from head to foot with blood-red spots — 
a true remnatit of the fourteenth Century. This 
is a favourite representation. With the degraded 
Symbols of Christianity which we have passed 
within the last two days, there is nothing even in 
the papal states that can enter into competition. 
They serve as Inndmarks to announce the moral 
character of a people — those peculiar districts 
where the gi'osser ensigns of superstition have 
found, in their decline, a safe and retired sanc- 
tuary. -Mergenlheim is the ancient capital, and 
this the imraediate territory of the Teutonic order. 

On passing the Würtemberg frontier all those 
emblems gradually disappear. 

At Mergentheim, where we halted for a fresh 
relay, His Royal Highness was presented with a 

Iletter from the Queen, congratulating him on his 
arrival in that territory. It had been given In 
Charge to the master of the post, so that his wel- 
come might be received at the frontier. The 
letter was addressed Ä monsieür mon frere, 
&c. I had some difficulty in convincing the post- 
master that "'the Graf von Münster," in whosenamc 
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the horses had been ordered, and the " Queen's 
Brotber, " were tbe sarae personage. 

The Prince of Langenbourg met His Royal 
Highness at Künzelsau. This town is a fine 
specimen of the ancient oak architecture of Fran- 
conia. It is in such places that painters should 
jseek and find the picturesque. It is a Valley scooped 
out by nature as a habitation for romance. 

Louisburg. — Friday night. — Left Künzelsau 
this morning at seven o'clock. Between Besigheim 
and Louisburg, at three leagues distance, the car- 
riage was met by a special messenger from the 
Queen, mounted on a fine charger; livery, bright 
orange with black facings. He drew himself up 
in front of the carriage ; expressed his royal mis- 
tress's welcome ; then, wheeling round, led the way 
to the palace, where we arrived at six o'clock. 

This is His Royal Highness's first visit. He 
has benefited much by the tour, and makes fre- 
quent ob$ervations upon the striking features of 
the country. 

Saturday morning. — I am to be presented to 
the Queen this forenoon. To be in the drawing- 
room at half past twelve. Her Majesty dines at 
one. The court etiquette is to appear in boots ; 
in other respects I am to observe the same cere- 
mony as on a presentation at St. James's. 
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The Comte de Goerlilz, Baron de Germmingen, 
and General de Buneau, the principal officers of 
the Queen's huusehold, have been in my apart- 
ments, and pointed out the amenities of the place. 
The Windows comniand an extensive and beautiTuI 
view of the garden, the forests, and more especially 
that portioii of the Neckar which has acquired 
classic interest as the birth-place of Schiller. 



Monday. — The Queen has something exceed- 
ingly prepossessing m her maniier and convers- 
ation. There are tew whom, afier a very brief 
acquaintance, she does not attach to her for hfe. 
She seems to possess the true art of securing the 
fidelity of subjecEs, and the unflinching attachment 
of frlends. Napoleon entertained a very exalted 
opinioD of Her Majesty, and took every oppor- 
tunity to evince, by word and action, the high es- 
timate which he faad fortned of her qualities both of 
mind and heart. Several anecdotes are recorded 
of him during bis imperial visits to this court He 
siept here on bis way to head bis last, and fatal^ 
northern expedition. He was confessedly a dis- 
eiple of the fatalists. He told the Queen that 
be had, all along, had a presentiment that, afier 
the age of forty-five, all bis military projects 
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would miscärry, and fortune take a final leave of 
bis Standards. 

The Queen enquired upon what principle he 
founded such an apprehension. He did not 
know. It was an old presentiment ; but when, 
or in what it originated, he could not teil. It 
was his opinion however, that men, generally suc- 
ceeded but rarely, even in the common business 
of life after that age, and never achieved any 
thing great or lasting. He considered that at this 
period of life, there was a general decay of intellect 
— often rapid, but always in proportion to the 
vigour of its early developement. In proof of this 
he adduced instances ; and, at last proceeded on 
his way to exhibit the roost striking instance of 
all in his own person, — to verify the presenti- 
ment« 

Several panes in the Windows of my apartment 
have the signatures of members of the Vieille 
Garde. Though frail, perhaps the onJy memo- 

rial that now survives them. 

* * « 

August Ist. — To-day, Sir E. and Lady Tucker 
were presented to Her Majesty, and dined at the 
royal table ; also Colonel Dalton of the Duke of 
Gloncester's household. All are on their return 
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from Italy, wlth which they appear to have beeii 
higlily delighted. 

The Queen's establishment is here on a ma^ 
nificent scale. The rank and number of the 
members composing her household, and every 
other accessary, are in strict Iiarmony with the 
truly regai palace she inhabits. 

Two young princesses of Würtemberg reside 
with Her Majesty. The eider of these is aißanced 
lo the Grand Dulte Michael. A patriarch of the 
Greek chiirch is here, depnted as a preparatory 
Step, to initiate Her Mighness into the niysteries 
of that religion. He Is a venerable personage, 
justly proud of his holy task, and entertaining 
that opinion for her as a pupil, which every one 
here entertains for her as a princess. She is 
lively, amiable, and uiiaffected. After dinner, 
when the Company are re-assembled in the draw- 
ing-room, these young princesses walk round the 
circle, and address a few sentences to each of the 
guests. To strangers they have always something 
agreeable to express, — pleasing it cannot fail to 
be, where the power to please is so freely secondcd 
by the wish. 

Quem Citharä dignatus Apollo. 

Tuesday. — The sacred locale where the im- 



64 BIRTH-PLACE OF SCHILLER. 

mortal Schiller first inhaied tbat air whicb, to him, 
was the breath of inspiration, has afforded us this 
aftemoon a delightful excursion. To the stranger, 
whether judge or admirer of Schiller's genius, 
it must ever be a topic of deep interest. In the 
house, taken singly, there is nothing remark- 
able. It forms one of a row, opening upon the 
south-east, and owes every thing to the proud 
association with whicb it is identified. A gentle- 
man who was well acquainted with the poet bi<- 
forms me, tbat in order to assist the imagination 
in some of the ^^ Robber" scenes, he would^ at times, 
sfaut himself up, and exclude every glimpse of 
day. At other times, tbat he would 'hang the 
Chamber with dark drapery, and guiding bis pen 
with a solitary taper, thus stimulate the imagin- 
ation and prosecute bis work. I have heard the 
same anecdote elsewhere: — anecdotes multiply,— 
one will serve as groundwork for ten. 

In visiting Danekkei*'s studio, we were shown a 
bust of Schiller, irom the chisel of tbat celebrated 
sculptor. I was forcibly Struck at first sight with 
the resemblance whicb it bore to the antique busts 
of Nerva, but between whom and the great poet 
of the Neckar there are few moral points of re- 
semblance. It b a fine study for the phrenolo- 
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gist. Such a bust of the first poet, well becomes 
the first sculptor of Germany : — 

Ecce duas tibi, Daplini, duoa aJtaria Phielio. 

' La langue universelle ' is here the usual me- 
dium of conversatioK — ' la langue de la cour.' 
In a late conversatiou, in which tlie royal visiter 
was detailing an iuiportant series of occurrences 
tu the Commandant of the garrison at a soiree 
given by the Queen, a momentary hesitation oc- 
curred, and the only one I ever observed. It 
was caused by the lack of a technical French term 
for a marine subject. The officer could not cora- 
prehend the English expression ; and neither he 
nor tliose around could suggest the French, tili 
the Queen, with great good humour, and much to 
His Royal Highness's amusement, gave the word, 
and the conversation proceeded. 

Saturday, 3d, — This morning the carriages 
were at the door at half past seven. At eight, the 
Queen and His Royal Highness, attended by most 
of the ladies and officers of the househoJd, were on 
their way to visit some scenery wliich I had heard 
much of since my arrival, but of which the beauty 
was still but half told. Tbe circuit has occupied 
the whole day. 

The first halt, was at a pretty llttle vUla m a 
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rieh Valley bordering the Neckar, and surrounded 
by green meadows and wooded acclivities. In 
this sob'tude the King has caused extensive ecuries 
to be erected ; and in addition to the others already 
Seen, has here also a numerous stud of the horses 
of all countries. The finest of these were shown, 
and much admired for their symmetry. One 
was pointed out as a particularly fine specimen of 
the English breed. A constant attention on the 
part of the King to the improvement of the native 
breed is every where observable, and the object 
thus far has been completely attained. An ex- 
perienced equerry is annually despatched into 
Bohemia, and other countries, for the express 
purpose of bringing home the finest horses that 
are to be had for money. His Majesty is now 
allowed, I am told, to possess the most extensive 
and best selected stüd in Europe. 

Ascending a very steep and winding track 
through a forest^ where it was with much diflSculty 
and apparent risk that the carriages proceeded, 
a second halt was made. It was in a fine, open, 
high ground, every where surrounded by a dense 
forest, and in appearance a perfect solitude. Here 
txyager^ dressed in "Lincoln green," wound his 
forest hom, and forthwith at füll gallop, a troop 
of apparently wilJ horses darted into the circle. 
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Here they conCinued, in the tnost natural and 
beautiful evolutions, to wheel round the carriages, 
pursuing or pursued by one another, but still 
acknowledging tbe authority, and obeying the 
Signals of the yager. The apparition of these 
beautiful animals was as sudden as it was iinex- 
pected, and produced an effect more strilcingly 
novel and pleasing tban any forest incident 
which I can remember, Among the herd, I re- 
marked in particular two snow-white Arabs, whicli 
seemed to vie with one another in the dispJay of 
their spirit and symmetry. Now they would stop 
suddenly in the niidst of their circular career; 
snoi-t indignantly; paw the green turfwith their 
unshod hoofs ; prick up their ears ; sbake their 
flowing mane ; approacb, with cautiously enquiring 
eye, to witbin a few paces of the royal carriage, 
and again bound off with the velocity of suddenly 
inspired terror. But still they returned — some- 
tlmes togetlier, sometimes singly] — tUl one or other 
gave the hint, and in an instant they again darted 
ofifwith the rapidity of lightning. 

After a halt of half an hour, the yager wound 
his bügle; the troop answered the stgnal by an 
immediate clang of hoofs, as they gathered round. 
He wound the bügle a second time, waved his 
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hand, and in the next instant the whole troop were 
lost in the depths of the forest 

The third halt was at Schamhausen^ another 
royal forest villa, where an abundant collation 
awaited the party. This is a place of great anti- 
quity, and a delightful retreat, such as Cicero 
might have chosen for one of his " ocelli Italiae." 
Among its classic embellishments there is the ele- 
gant monument erected in honour of ZoUikofer. 

The fourth halt was at the palace of Hohenheim, 
crowning an eminence which forms the centre 
of a congeries of wooded hills, and green pastoral 
acclivities, commanding a panorama of some of 
the riebest and most varied scenery in the kingdom. 
It is an extensive pile, with a regal design and 
finish about it, which announce themselves at first 
sight — bat now deserted and in ruins. The first 
object that confirms this melancholy change, is 
the transformation of the late extensive orangery 
into a potatoe-^rAen, The exterior is still perfect ; 
the fa^ade of elaborate workmanship, and of lofty 
imposing dimensions. Several of the apartments 
appear to have sufFered little, hitherto, from 
their untenanted and dreary abandonment ; others 
are crumbling and discoloured by the damp : 
all are designed and ornamented with such taste 
and luxurious invention, that it is impossible to 
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suppress the regret one feels in beholding ihem 
under the circumstances of such iintimely decay. 
It is only seventy years since they were completed. 
Here seems to be b rieh assemblage of all that 
genius can plan, and art carry into execution. I 
particularly remarked the lucid, rieh, mirror-like 
scagliolawilh whichtbe Walls arecovered in ternally, 
the profusion of precious marble, and the elegant 
Corinthian pillars and pilasters. The eause of its 
being abandoned I have not learnt; probably, the 
great expense of keeping up so many splendid 
habitations was found to be ineonvenient. The 
Scale and number of royal chtiteaux, retreats, &c, 
— all within ihe circuit of a few leagues — woiild 
appear incredible to any one not acquainted with 
the country. To see Hohenheim in detail would 
require a suramer's day, Bcsides the royal dairy, 
to which its offices have been converted, and one of 
the best in Gei'many, — there are the tomb of 
Cestus, the " ruins," the Koman baths, the mill, 
the tower, &c. Hohenheim takes its destgnation 
from the family of that name, who, during the 
middle ages, held a high reputatlon in the country. 
The celebrated Tlieophrastus Paracelsus was the 
last recognised descendant. 

After leaving Hohenheim, a halt was made at 

another royal park, richly planted, and pleasingly 

F 3 
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yariegated with alternate rock, wood, and water. 
It comprises an extensive pheasant walk, and 
offers the striking Oriental feature of a Moorish 
tetnple or mosque, the position and construction 
of which are singularly effective. 

It was now late in the aftemoon ; and after 
winding through the forest for a considerable 
time, the road suddenly opened upon the palaces 
and spires of the capital, and greatly surprised 
those who had not seen it before, with a very 
novel and highly embellished picture. It caused 
a very agreeable halt of some minutes. His Royal 
Highness expressed great admiration of the scene, 
and recomtnended it to my particular attention. 
The evening sun contributed not a little to 
heighten the effect, gradually descending behind 
the forests of Ludwigsburg, bronzing the summits 
of the vine-clad hills that intervened, and tinting 
eveiy prominent feature in the landscape with 
light and animation. The villages sent forth 
their evening smoke, curling upwards in those 
fleecy wreaths of ultramarine, which always dis- 
tinguish the wooden from the pit-coal fire. By 
their specific lightness, as the atmosphere Con- 
densed towards evening, they shot up in tall 
transparent columns, tili identified with the sky 
itself. 
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As we descended, groups of viilagers met us 
returning from tlie vineyard, each witli a hearty 
salutatiou of Guleti abend, and a glance of gratefui 
recognition to the " good Queen." 

From this point, tili we changed horses in front 
of the King's palace, the sound of music and eing- 
ing wa^ incessant It was the hour which, in this 
appareiitly liappy country, invites the young and 
the old to conclude the cares of the day with 
music or the dance. In the suburbs, small sum- 
mer-houses, scattered atiiong the viiieyards, are 
the usual place of rendezvous; and if, in such 
tempting neiglibourhood, the musician is not re- 
jnunerated by a glass of the peculiarly wholesome 
beverage tliey prodiice, it niust be bis own fault. 

As we left Stutlgardt, the palace gardens were 
crowded with promenaders. The military band, 
which plays every evening for the entertainment 
of the populace, no less tlian for pracLice, is a 
never-failing attraction, and one that exerts a 
soothing and beneficial influence upon the minds 
of the people. Every thing here seems open to 
the public, The royal gardens, with all their ap- 
pendages, sources of aniusement and relaxation, 
are as open to the simple bourgepis or baur, as 
they are to the first minister of State, 

Ün our return home at nine o'clock, the band 

F 4 
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was playing as usual under the Windows of the 
supper apartment The promenade was covered 
with groups of bappy and well conducted inhabit- 
ants. This is the routine throughout the season. 
All seem to know, that to be happy, is to be the 
cause of happiness in others. They do their best 
to authenticate the saying, in personal endeavour 
and mutual experience. During supper the Win- 
dows were open, and several bats, invited by the 
light, entered freely and continued their eyolutions 
during the repast; but as soon as Her Majesty 
rose from table, the winged intruders were warned 
to depart. All obeyed but one : he, as if assured 
that the royal mistress of the mansion wished every 
thing under her influence to live and enjoy life, 
obstinately resisted the voice of authority, and at 
'last I regret to say, paid the forfeit with his life. 
** Pateore malheureux ! " sighed a beautiful young 
lady ; " how readily would the royal hand have 
interposed even in thy behalf, had she suspected 
the smallest design against thy little summer ex- 
istence ! I heard the crush, as he placed his iron 
heel upon thy late happy and defenceless breast. 
I witnessed, and cannot forgive the actj Thy 
little roost under my window will be empty to- 
morrow ! I shall have one fewer in the evening 
to welcome me in my forest walk ! This brief 
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]ife wsis tliy immortality — ihe blow, 
doubly cruel ! " 

" Ah, surely nothing dies biit BOmething ni 



To-day's excursion has occupied füll twelve 
hours, and has presented a muUltude of objects 
and ideos which I caii neither enumerate nor cha- 
racterise. 

August 5th. — Since arriving here, tlie time 
has been much, and very afpeeably, occupied. 
Duiing the day, ihe Queen has generally made 
short excurslons into the country, where we have 
dined. On our return in the evening there hava 
been regulär concerts. Stuttgardt is accounted the 
second place In Germany for music. Mr. Hamil- 
ton is charg^ d'affaires at ihis Court. He is 
nearly related to the premier Duke of that name, 
and one of the most intelligent and gentlemanly 
nien I have met with. To him I am indebted 
for much interesting Information relative to thU 
country. He dines almost daily at the Queen's 
table, and is a favourite with all the Court. 

Mon Repos. — I tliis ,afternooii made one 
of a smalL -party of the Queen's household 
to visit this favourite retreat. It is witliin an 
easy walk of the (lalace, aud approached by a 
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succession of beautiful avenues through the 
forest It is a perfect solitude, but a solitude 
sweetened by wfaatever is most agreeable in natu- 
ral scenery or artificial embelUshments. It is a 
palace in miniature, with all the usual appurte- 
nances on the same scale, and was a great favourite 
vith the late King. It is not less so with Her 
Majesty the Queen Dowager; but from its cir- 
cumscribed dimensions, and the supposed insa- 
lubrity of the surrounding forest, it has never been 
used but as a temporary retreat. It is precisely 
such a place as the philosopher would choose för 
the indulgence of learned lucubration, or which 
the statesman might select for mental relaxation. 
To the late King, who united a love of letters to 
a profound knowledge of politics, it served as 
both. Simplicity and convenience appear to have 
be^i the desid^rata when it was first laid out, 
and these have been fully attained. Its south 
front opens upon a beautiful sheet of water, which 
rises brimful to the Steps. Over the surface of 
this several islets are scattered : more particularly 
in front, a pyramidal eminence rises out of the 
water, covered with every species of foliage, and 
crowned with majestic pines. We were invited 
into the royal bärge to make a circuit of the 
islands, and in a few minutes landed on the 
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largest. Ä Serpentine path conducted us to the 
top of the cone, occupied by a Gothic chapel, 
elaborately ornamented vhh sculpture, carved 
work, rieh stained glass, Gothic inscriptions, and 
ntuch that carried the mind back to the days of 
chivalry aod the crusatlers. 

Descending by the same wlndlng avenue, we 
were suddenly introduced to a fulJ Chapter of 
Knights Templars, all engaged in deliberations of 
the deepest interest ! Tlie instant we appeared, 
the Grand Master, as announced by his pectihar 
badge, rivetted his eyes upon us with a fixed and 
Eiillen glare, that produced an effect of startting 
reahty. Whichever way we moved, the eyes of 
the whole circle seeined to fotiow us with a look 
of threatening scrutiny. Their swoids lay naked 
Oll the table, with various insignia of the Order. 
They were individually dressed and armed after 
the fashion prescrlbed by their laws, and en- 
circled a huge round table, with here and there 
their cloaks and scarfs thrown negligently aside, 
and discovering their mailed arms and waist. AU 
were of gigantic stature, and of remarkabiy varied 
and striking countenances. The effect was greatly 
heightened by the presence ofa monk, who seemed 
to take bis place at the table as the spiritual and 
indispensable referee under the decision there 
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pending. The light was well managed, and feil 
upon the features of the group in such a man- 
ner as to occasion a complete delusion of some 
minutes. This cave, or Hall of the Knights, 
occupies the centre of the cone, and upon its arch 
Supports the Gothic cbapel. The whole is planted 
tbick with trees, and rises in fine relief from the 
bright surface of the lake, which is still farther 
animated by detached squadrons of beautiful swans 
navigating its lucid waters. 

From this Island we rowed to another, conse- 
crated " to Venus and the Graces,*' and contain- 
ing a beautiful statue of the Paphian Queen, by 
Danekker. Various other pieces of sculpture give 
a classic air to the place, and cannot fail to please 
aiid surprise the stranger. 

On leaving the bärge, we were lastly shown the 
royal dairy at a short distance. It is kept with re- 
markable nicety, and is not to be surpassed by 
even Dutch proficiency in this department of rural 
economy. 

As we returned through the forest to Louis- 
burg, the pleasing effect produced by the after- 
noon's ramble was not a little alloyed by meeting 
chained convicts returning from their labours, 
and driven by one or more musqueteers. 
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Hhic Aper excitus media violentus in hoetis 
Fertur: ut excussis etisus nubibus igniR. 
Sternitur incursu nemus, et propulsa fragoreni 
Sjlva dat; esclamant juvenes, protentaque fbrti 
Tela tenent dexträ iaU yibrantia ferro. 
Ille ruit, spargitque canes, ut quuquc furenti 
Obstat, et obliquo iBtrantes ^iissipat ictu. 

6th. — The late King was particularly partial to 
forest Sports. There is a stag and boar hunt on 
record, given to Napoleon. It is spoken of by every 
body here as the grandest tliing of the kind tbat 
ever took place in " forest green." It afterwards 
became tlie subject of a magnificent painting, and 
now forms a prominent feature in tbe banqiiet>< 
hall. I was surprised to find the " wild swinc," 
as they are called, so diminutive, — so unlikc the 
noble aper described in the text. Like every 
thing eise that degenerates in a long peace, these 
animals seera to have lost their natural ferocity 
with the persecution by which it was formerly 
fostered and kept on edge. Being no longer 
hunted, or very seldom so, and never in the an- 
cient style, they are almost identified with the 
ordinary domestic herd. Of the original wild 
boar, however, the King still preserves a genuine 
black bristly herd in the forests of the Solitude, 
where Peter the Great was received with such 
pomp on his visit to a formev Duke, Tliese 
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suffice to show what they were in the good old 
times, when boar hunting was the royal and 
knightly sport, and a theme for poets ! The 
length of tusk and brisüe have not greatly di- 
minished. The small sanken eye becomes red, 
and sparkies like a suddenly ignited match paper, 
if irritated by a stränger, or insulted by a brother 
of the herd. I did them wrong in saying that 
they are degenerated. It might be answered for 
them, that they are still a match for modern 
hunters, and reflect no discredit upon that brawny 
and bristly ancestry by which many a gallant knight 
has been left terrasse in the chase. The boar's 

cheek is still an occasional dish at the royal table. 

m * m 

KuNZELSAU, 8th. — Left the palace this morning 
at eight o'clock. The Queen was füll of regret at 
the departure of her royal brother, whose visit 
had been hailed with the liveliest demonstrations of 
joy. It is to be repeated witbin [^three years ; an 
event to which all the Court look forward with 
pleasure, not unmixed with apprehensions. The 
Queen is far from enjoying uninterrupted health. 
She is averse to exercise, unless when she re- 
ceives the visit of some member of her illustrious 
family, and resumes her drives in the opeti 
country. 



^ 



THE ßüEEN. — POSTILIONS. 79 

Her Majesty has alluded occasionally to a long 
prqjected visit lo her native land, but mentions no 
definice period for its accompUshmeat She has 
been thirty years out of England, and her at- 
tendants speak ominously wheiiever ihe subject of 
a re-visit is mentioned. They dread tbe brouiÜard 
and tbe trajet i tbey almost imaglne tbe Citizens 
of London a Cimmerian people 

9th. — Our tvusty brother-in-law, Schwager, * 
is at times a little obstinate in bis opinions and 
pretensions. He bas an bereditary propensity to 
observe, with religious veneration, the old rules 
of " use and wont," and to perform his task lei- 
surely and well. He has certain specific idcas of 
expedition and despatch, which have been banded 
down to bim from his grandfather, and sanctioned 
by that great legislator, antiquity. These do not 
Warrant his proceedtng at a quicker rate tban is 
conslstent witb tbe quiet enjoyment of Iiis pipe, — 
tbe cherished object of his tenderest assiduities. 
He kuows, what every one ought to know, that a 
rougb trot, with a heavy bulbed pipe dangbng 
from his teetb, is neither comfortable nor be- 
coming. Füll of this persuasion, be takes upon 

* Schwager, u e. brother-Li-law, tlic Gennan synonyme for 
fuslilioii. 
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himself the task of regulating the travellers' ad- 
vance by his own notions of post haste. 

But although a great stickler for principle and 
the legitimate pace^ he will nevertheless, upon an 
emergency, yield to the force of argumenta and 
adopt greater expedition. That which I find 
most potent, is the argumentum ad — argentum, 
The French boast that they were the first who 
initiated the German postilion into a trot. 

At every fresh relay, my directions, cautions, 
and promises, are comprised in a few words, 
varied or softened according to circumstances, and 
repeäted at short intervals during the stage. 

" Hören sie, Schwager, fahren sie rasch auf 
gutem wege, und langsam im umwenden, auf den 
Brücken, in den Städten und Dörfern. Ich will 
ihnen als dann auch gutes Trinkgeld geben ! Wo 
nicht ; so gebe ich ihnen nur den bestimpten Satzl^- 

It is very seldom that accidents occur through 
the negligence or inexperience of the postilions, 
but occasionally from the State of the less fre- 
quented roads, late travelling, or the breaking of 
their rope harness. 

It is very difficult to impress upon Schwager*s 
mind the necessity of using the drag-chain, even 
in descents where the road is both steep and 
slippery. He will, in nine cases out of ten, prefer 



sci^wager's prejudices. 81 

trusting to tbe haunches and coUars of bis horses, 
as the opposing force. With the ordinary car- 
riages of the country this may do, but mere rope 
and muscle are by no means adequate to insure 
the safety of English qarriages ; such, at leasf^ as 
carry muph luggage, aud their füll complement 
in^ide. It is in all cases unpleasant where the 
only security against a serious accideot is a few 
yards of brittle homespun rope. This I have 
pften observed with apprehension, and the words 
of Cicero seem fuUy as applicable to him whp 
travels. in this way, as to bim ^^ qui navigat," &Cf 
It is, moreover, but poor satisfaction to hear afterr 
wards from the postilion, that ** the rope never 
broke tili this time!^ 

In Germany the post-horses vary considerably 
in the diiferent states. They seem to be of no 
particular race^ or slze, but are harnessed as they 
come to band, and often present ludicrous contrasts. 
All^ bowever, are equally expected to perform their 
task, and whqre stcength appears to flag, the whip 
ia freely applied as the never-failing Stimulus. 



" Heil Dir, ö Herzogin, der Herzen Königin ! 
Nimm diesen Blumenkranz, der Ehrfurcht Opfer hin !" 

August II; — This Anniversary lias been looked 
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forward to with as mucli pleasure and anxiety asr 
any fete that occurs in Saxony witfain the twelve- 
month. 

Had an ungenial atmospfaere thrown a damp 
over the morning of this day, the occurrence 
would have been registered as a national calamity, 
and the numberofbrighteyesin tears incalculable« 
On the present occasion, happily, no atmospheric 
change, feit or foreboded, offered the slightest 
check to the festivities. The sun rose as bright^ 
and the sky shone as blue, as the many thousand 
wakeful eyes that had longed for his rising. The 
most resolute Somno would, this morning, have 
found some difficulty in prölonging his slumber 
beyond four o'clock. The dawn was ushered in 
by the finest music in Saxony, and the music of 
Saxony, say her poets, is equal to that of the 
spheres. This fact is beyond contradiction. 

The eve :öf the fete was spent in a manner 
becoming the joyous occasion. Two lights, in 
front of the Gasthof, burnt out the night, and 
afibrded prompt ignition to the hundred cigars 
which had vanished in the wake. There, a knot 
of patriot;ic companions resolutely awaited the 
dawn, enveloped in clouds of their own making. 
I spent a considerable time with this party, and, 
like themselves, had resolved to meet the sun with 
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open eyes ; but I take shame to myself in stating, 
that in spite of the tempting baits of sparkling 
Nierstein and odoriferous tobacco, I was compelied 
to forfeit the glory of receiving the sun with wassail 
and welcome. 

My companions, endowed with more persever- 
ance, — I will not say more loyalty, — continued 
their jubilee, under the trees« from supper to sun- 
rise, each singing his own song and emptying 
his äask in honour of the day. 

I had turned myself for the thlrd time, an- 
ticipating one of those morning dreams, ^^ which 
poets teil are true." But it was four o'clock, and 
impossible to bar my ears against the host of 
silver sonnds that were so sweetly, so irresistibly, 
demanding entrance. 

This musical reveill^e lasted for an hour. It 
was then resumed by fresh minstrels, with fresh 
music, and the band, taking its Station at the steps 
of the Duchess's villa,greeted Her Serene Highness 
with selections from the populär music of her 
country, with much original composition in honour 
of the day. 

At ten o'clock a very great concourse of 
strangers had assembled, and favoured by one of 
the finest days of the year, continued to parade the 

G 2 
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beatttiful and shady avenues which inin parallel 
ivilh the Duchess's villa. 

The pillars at the entrance hall were festooned 
with a profusicm of gariands, which the taste and 
industry of the " fair maids of Meiningen" had 
woven for the occasion. 

All hail ! nor cloud nor sorrow 

Shall damp its welcome ray, 
Each eye is bright, each heart is light, 

On this auspicious Day. 

All hail! 

Cur gratefui hearts the centre 

Of jubilee and joy, 
No grief nor gloom can enter — 

No i;ares can bring alloy, 

All hail! * 

Life's boon of bloom, — the treasnres 

Of health and hope entwine 
Their wreath of ripen'd pleasures, — 

That fadeless wreaih be thIne ! 

AU hail! 

From nine o'dock tili mid-day, the Grotto o 
Glücksbrun was thronged with visiters, and af- 
forded to every individual ample störe in reserve 
for the astonisbr^Nit of the whole circle of his 
fire'-side acqnaintänce. It is one of those scenes 
which, once beheld, are ever after remembered. 



BIRTH-PAY FETE. ß5 

There is nothing in all Saxony whicb? as a natur^t 
curiosity, can vie with the Grotto of Glücksbrun.* 

The cavern is of extensive but variable dimen« 
sions, ^nd abounding in sinuosities. At one time 
we walked with difRculty two abreast. A few 
Steps farther, we entered a lofty vaulted dorne 
of impending roqks. It seemed as if an infant's» 
touch might precipitate them upon the intruders, 
who here viplated the p^netralia of nature. But 
no aecident havipg hitherto occurred) altbough 
the place is thronged every jour dejete, all sei^m 
satisfied that this vault is as firm as a rock. 

This morning the Company was prßceded in 
their subterranean adventure by their Royal and 
their Serene Highnesses, attended' by several 
neighbouring princes and their suites, 

What cominanded especial attention in the 
survey of this remarkable grotto, was a stream of 
fine water near the centre, and expanding itself 
into a small pool. Here, with a minute attention 
to classic fable, there is a boat always ready to 
convey the adv«nturous to the opposite, but un- 
discovered shore. 

The great charm attending the whole was the 
good taste with which it was illuminated. Hun- 
dreds of fiambeaux were distributed through its 

• More particularly described in a fature page. 
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long dusk}^ labyrinthsi casting a wild, often a ter- 
rific glare over the faces of the passing and 
retiring groups. 

His Serene Highness had distribated witK great 
efiect various portions of his excelient band 
through the compartments of the cavern. These 
Struck up at short intervals wild Bohemian airs, 
which, with the commingling echoes answering 
each other in long and lengthened responses, 
breathed such enchantment around, that, it re- 
quired little Stretch of the imagination to fancy 
ourselves on the precincts of another world. 

The water of this grotto has a petrifying qua- 
lity, and several experiments are now making 
under the directions of able judges. On this pro- 
cess I observed two ladies keep an inquisitive 
eye; while a young poet who accompanied me 
expressed much apprehension lest the process 
should be exemplified in themselves, founding his 
fears upon the supposition, that substances pre- 
viously hard undergo petrifaction much more 
readily than others. I assured him that his fears 
were highly philosophical ; but added, that from 
what I had learnt, the peril of such transformation 
was not imminent ; — even, if it were, every body 
knew that his harp " could soften rocks and bend 
the knotted oak." *— What, then, had he to fear ? 
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Was the fraulein as hard as a rock? No; but 
she was as deaf! 

At one o'clock the Company left the cavern^ 
and, preceded by the royal party, repaired to 
Liebenstein, where a sumptuous dinner was pre* 
pared for about five hundred persons. The great 
bali-room was converted into a banquet hall, with 
great taste and ingenuity displayed in the deco* 
rations. Innumerable garlands hung drooping 
in gala fashion, in long redolent festoons from the 
walls of the apartment. These were distributed 
into various compartments, all distinguished by 
appropriate devices, 

A sovereign crown and shield, surmounted by 
a cross entwined with wreaths of flowers, and with 
the letter L, (Her Serene Highness's initial^ 
Louisa^) hung over the royal table. The sarae 
distinctive badge of the allied houses of Mei«> 
ningen and Langenbourg was tastefuUy displayed 
in various parts of the saloti, It was composed 
exclusively of flcmers and leaves interwoven, 
whose beauty and freshness had a novel and very 
pleasing effect. My friend the poet, who was a 
traveller, assured me that it was not a whit in- 
ferior to the Eastern festival — the Feast of Roses 
— which I could not deny, 

His Serene Highness's band, in gala uniforms, 
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filled the orchestra. An avenue through a dense 
crowd of spectators was open from the Steps of 
the Duehess's villa to the door of the banquet. 

A flourish of trumpets announced the approach 
of the illustrious guests, preceded by the Lady of 
the fi^te. It was answered by a simultaneous 
sfaout of welcome and applause; vociferated in 
German, Russian, French, and English by the 
joyous crowd that followed and hailed them on 
their way. 

The party arrived in open landaus drawn by 
six beautiful horses, escorted by hussars, and 
attended by the household servants, in their 
splendid State liveries of green and gold. 

The first entree was announced by a reiterated 
flourish of trumpets, and long continued vivats / 
The distinguished object of the day's festivities, 
Her Serene Highness, appeared led by the Duke 
of Clarence, in his admiral's uniform and star. 
His Royal Highness looked extremely well on 
the occasion. A second flourish of trumpets, 
followed by universal bursts of acclamation, an- 
nounced Her Royal Highness the Duchess of 
Clarence, led by the reigning Duke, her brother, 
dressed in a süperb hussar uniform, wearing the 
Star of his house, that of the Guelphs, and other 
Orders, royal and impw^al. 
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A long retinue of princes and princesses fol- 
lowed) according to their table of precedency. 
Among the gentlemen of their numerous suites, I 
did not observe one without some badge of military 
Service, or of civil merit. How many thousands 
of valuable lives have been bartered for a few yards 
of striped riband ! Yet where is the difference 
between a blue riband and a mural crown ? Both 
have inspired a similar ambition, and led to 
similar results. In England, a cork arm or a 
^ timber toe " are the more frequent badges of 
public Service. I have seen a ^^ Siccius Den- 
tatus" of the present day, who, for his 120 
battles or rencontres, had only a few inches of 
blue and striped riband. But this riband was 
the gift of the sovereign, and expressed the grati- 
tude of the people. He was satisfied. 

The Company now sat down to the sumptüous 
public dinner, where hundreds of happy and 
smiling faces conveyed to the illustrious person- 
ages their heartfelt felicitations. 

The band Struck up at short intervals, and did 
ample justice to many of the finest and favourite 
airs of the country. The health of Her Serene 
Highness was given by the Duke of Clarence. 
It was received and re-echoed by the Company, 
Standing, with that hearty ^cclamation which 
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showed how deeply they sympathised in the sen- 
timents with which it was introduced. Others 
foUowed in succession. Every toast was answered 
with appropriate airs. When the health of His 
Royal Highness was given, the band immediately 
Struck up the British anthem, ^^ God save the 
King !'' which, amidst these secluded bowers, had 
at once a pleasing and a powerful efiect. The 
air was never better played. 

Agreeably to the Continental custom of never 
sitting at table after dinner, the Company withdrew 
in the same order as they entered. The com-* 
bined efforts of a fuU band) and the voice of the 
people, greeted them severally as they passed, 
and attended them back to the villa. The evening 
preparations next commenced. The various paths 
that int^rsect the wood, and conduct to the ba* 
ronial Castle, were crowded with visiters, and en- 
livened with the gay costume which glimmered 
and disappeared among the trees, The paths 
were hung thick with lamps, and üags and festoons 
displayed throughout the village. 

Between five and six o'clock the theatre was 
opened, and the representations commenced with 
" Der Freyschiitz." 

Being the Duke's private property, the house is 
tastefully fitted up, and the general accommo^ 
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dation comfortable and well arranged, On the 
present occasion it was crowded almost to sufib- 
cation. 

The moment the curtain rose, forth strode a 
gigantic figure, in füll armour, — * burnished 
mail and plumed heim/ the beau ideal of 
** Leibenstein's redoubted baron." Advancing 
to the front of the stage, he made knightly 
obeisance to the illustrious personages in the 
boxes ; then, with all that ease and courtly dignity 
so peculiar to him w^hile yet an embodied spirit, 
he delivered an address with great eniphasis 
and eifect. He congratulated his descendants 
upon the return of this auspicious day. He com- 
plimented them upon the alliance whieh had 
commenced a new era in the annals of Meiningen. 
The speech was reeeived throughout with the 
greatest satisfaction, and called forth reiterated 
plaudits. The ghost then vanished, and the play 
commenced. The music was excellent. A piece 
called " The Battle of Vittoria " foUowed, and a 
more innocent battle it was impossible to have 
witnessed. But the heat during the engagement 
was excessive, and afforded a tolerable idea in that 
particular of what the original might have been. 

At nine o'clock the Performance closed. On 
returning to the open air, the spectacle that pre- 
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sented itself was strikingly brilliant and pictur'^ 
esque. The grove, which rises like an ampitheatre 
over the baths and village, and encloses the riiins 
of the ancient Bourg, appeared in a State of vivid 
illutnination. Thousands of lamps were sparkling 
through its sylvan recesses, and gave the whole an 
appearance of those fairy illusions which charac- 
terise some of the richest scenes of Arabian fable« 

One device formed a prominent feature in this 
landscape * of light/ On the summit of a lofty 
isolated rock, on the way to Altenstein, and about 
half a league from the baths, the cipher L was 
finely emblazoned in lamps. The Illusion was 
striking, At that distance the rock, on which it 
stood, and every thing eise around, were nearly 
invisible. The bright and distinct outline ap- 
peared as if defined upon th^ dark blue sky, in 
which it seemed to float in solitary undisputed 
brilliancy. It was hailed with rapturous accla- 
mation by the peasantry, and became an object of 
interest and attraction to alL 

The Serpentine paths, leading to the chateau, 
were speedily covered with groups of pedestrians. 
At every turn, a band of villagers chanted in 
chorus the favourite songs of Vaterland^ which 
were again taken i^ by others in the distance, 
tili the sound died away amidst the forest recesses. 
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Every hamlet, I am informed, has its piecüliar 
music, as well as its peculiarities in raanner aad 
costume. Their simple airs, as I hear them 
chanted of an evening when the villagers retum 
in groups from the field, are to me extremely 
pleasdng. They are often of a plaintive, pathetic» 
character, which gives them a passport through 
the most unmusical ear to the heart, and a power 
o( expression far beyond that of more elaborate 

melodies 

* * m 

Amidst the profusion of Hghts which blazed or 
sparkled in every direction, the Alten-Schloss * 
came in for a liberal share. Pitch-torches were 
distributed along its highest walls. A bonfiire of 
blazing pine was kindled in its antique hall. That 
hearth — where the last hospitable embers had 
long mouldered away — where heroes of war and 
wassail had snatched many a happy hour — - was 
onee more a beacon of welcome, surrounded with 
grotesque Company, and echoing to the thunder of 
their boisterous merriment 

The ball commenced. The band poured forth 
its liveliest airs, and set many light hearts and 

* The min already noticed as the berceau of the ancient 
family. 
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faeels in motion. I was not long an attentive and 
quiet observer^ tili I found that the xmltz had 
risen several degrees in my estimation. Like some 
others, äliberal as myself, — I had contracted 
certain prejudices against this favourite dance, 
from the spurious imitations of it at home. I «ow 
feit that I had done injustice to the original ; — 
opinions and. prejudices hastily contracted are 
often as hastily laid aside ; — in example whereof 
I now confess, that the waltz is the most intellec- 
tual of all dances, and most becoming a refined 
and sentimental people ! I assert thi& with con- 
fidence, because my testimony is supported by 
that of the Baron von Gemmelhausen, with whom^ 
on a subject of such universal interest, I feel truly 
proud to coincide. The accomplished waltzer 
has a light, airy motion, — an elasticity of toe, — 
an ease and elegance combined, — something 
di£5cult to express, but what every waltzer^^^fe at 
the point of his fingers. These must ever accord 
to the waltz all its peculiar grace and sentiment, 
and all its title to pre-eminence. Much to the 
disgrace of those, whose exalted province it is to 
direct the steps of the rising generation, most of 
0U7' dances are excessively formal, — made up of 
studied manoeuvres. They inspire nothing — lead 
to nothing ; — there is no feeling — no imagin- 
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fttion in them. In short, they appear to have 
been originally invented and arranged by some 
grave mathematician in some of his gravest mo- 
ments, but the waltz ! • . . . 

The ball was kept up with great spirit and 
determination, Every cheek was glowing — every 
eye sparkling with delight, and every heart, — ander 
the left band of her partner. Every sylph-like 
figure, — each worthy of a special ode, — was 
kept in a perpetual airy whirl, touching the earth 
so lightly that it was labour to the ear to catch 
the echo of her glimmering feet. 

In the mean time, choice refreshments continued 
in cheerful circulation. The air was impregnated 
from time to time with luxurious odours *, such as 
accompanied Cleopatra in her voyage down the 
Cydnus. Conversation became more and more 
animated, and, if I may so express it, more per- 
sonal. The garlands that hung pendent from the 
walls, ruffled their leaves as if stirred by the 
zephyrs of paradise. f Every succeeding air 
seemed sweeter than the last. The lamps and 
lastres the more they burned the brighter they 
burned, and seldom has their light been shed on 

* Evaporate eau de Cologne from a censer, or a heated 
shovel, the result is the same. 
f This is the literal phrase of my friend the poet. 
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a more delightful and delighted assembly. Illus* 
trious rank and title presided, Beauty and worth 
composed the groups, and all mingled in the mazes 
of the dance. Saxony 
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Had gather'd then 



Her Beauty and her Chivalry; and bright 

The lamps shone o'er fair women and brave men ! " * 

Araid all this pleasure, however, one fear still 
prevailed ; — the fear of approaching day. It is a 
fact, however, generally known, feit and lamented, 
that the invidious sun on all similar occasions 
bestirs him at least a eouple of hours earlier than 
he is expected ; and so it happened on the present 
occasion. That envious sun ! Determined, how- 
ever, that no uninvited intruder should participate 
in such festivities ; the ball, though reluctantly, was 
broken up ; but on retiring, all had the consolatioti 
to think that another festival was at hand ; — - The 

Thirteenth of August, f 

* * * 

12th, — Between Leibenstein and the capital, the 
cultivation of tobacco is carried to a considerable 
extent. This leaf holds a distinguished place in 
the catalogue of German luxuries ; as much as 
opium does in that of the Mussulman. Here and 

* Byron. f See a future page. 
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there fieltls of various dimensions are devoted to 
this especial purpose, and the prodiice does great 
justice to the dlligent band that cultivates it. The 
plant thrives nobly oii the batiks of the Werra. 

Its rieh green lettuce leaf, surmoiinled by a 
scarlet flower, is not udpleasitig to the eye of the 
stranger ; but to his postiüon, whose pipe of per- 
fume is kept alive almost like a gheber ßre, it is 
an object of primary concern. 

The harvest of tobacco-leaf forms one of tha 
inost iDteresting in the kingdom. The incense 
that is thereupon ofFered from every hamlet is in- 
toxicating. 

Between Liebenstein and Meiniagen at this 
season almost every house is richly festooned with 
the gathered leaf, which is thus dried by exposure 
to the sun, and prepared i'or " hoine consumption." 
The effect is singulai' ; the walls appear as if gar- 
landed for some public fcte ; but where the sun 
shines, this luxuriant foiiage speedily assumes its 
rieh golden tint. The fiiie pungeiit atmosphere in 
which the cottages are then enveloped exalts the 
fortunate inmates to a degree of intellectual se- 
renity, which he who has never practised the 
luxury of inhaling can little comprehend. Here, 
indeed, the happy baur may be said to have always 
hb comforts about him. The tobacco which is 
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grown here is much superior in quality and flavour 
to that imported into England» and when burnt 
in the open air emits a very agreeable incense-like 
odour. 

The Operation oitopping is, I believe, practised 
m all the tobacco districts, and to this, in a certain 
degree, it owes its mild flavour. To secure the 
latter property, the plant is topped when it has 
from eighteen to twenty leaves, But to the mild- 
ness of the climate, rather than any artificial Oper- 
ation, the plant seems indebted for its peculiarly 
rieh flavoar. 

16th. — Freyschviz. — Iwitnessed this periodieal 
and national pastime, in a beautiful meadow skirting 
the Werra, and flanked by the fine wooded heights 
that oyerlook the town and palace of Meiningen. 

Rowä of tents and booths were erected on the 
ground ; bands of music attended. The youths of 
the Valley, headed by their experienced eiders, oc- 
cupied the prairi^in various detachments. Groups 
of peasant girls paraded the heights in their holiday 
costume, while others of a higher caste presided 
over the friendly contest, and animated the com- 
Petitors by their presence, 

It was one of the liveliest pictures of human life 
which I have seen in this country. Such a display 
of gay, laughing faces, buoyant youth, and inno^ 



SUNDAY KEMINISCENCE. 



99 



Cent festivity, does the heart of a spectator un- 
qusUfied Service. 

The booths sent forth the mingled odour of 
much savoury fare. The chief beverage consi»ited 
of Iner, various in quality, but in general equal or 
superior to the English XX. 



" Lasset euch als lebendige steine auch aufbauen I Wer- 
det rin geistiges haus, eine heilige priesterachaft, uro geistige 
op&r zu bringen, die Gatt durch Jesuin Christum wohle- 
fallenl"» 



Sunday, 1 7th — A new chapel had been ßnished 
in the course of the last week, and was now to be 
opened for public worship. The ceremuny was 
deeply interesting and impressive. Within ils 
newly consecrated walls the pastor and liis people 
were to meet for the first time — to present their 
peace-offe rings at that altar whieh their fathers by 
a long and ai-duous struggle had purified, strength- 
ened, and upheld. That heart must possess no 
enviable sensibility which could withhold its sym- 
pathy on this occasion, and retire from the scene 
unimproved. The chapel was crowded to excess, 
but with nothihg of the confusion usually attendant 
on a crowd ; — the strictest decorum prevailed. 

* IPet. kap.ii. a. 
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Every heart seemed fully impressed with the so- 
lemnity of the rites about to commence, and every 
eye dwelt in silent expectation on the preacher. 

After a few minutes of most impressive silence, 
during which he appeared evidently and pro- 
foundly touched, the preacher rose, and, withput 
any prefatory remark, gave out the hymn for the 
occasion, which has been unsuccessfuUy transferred 
to English metre. 



<c 



God of our fathers ! the Highest and Holiest ! 
"Whose eye every sin, every secret commands ; 
Whose name is a fortress of strength to the lowliest^ 
Accept and estabUsh the work of our hands ! 

Let no wickedness stain, let no ignorance darken 
The shrine where thme altar of holiness Stands ; 
May the pastor so speak, and thy people so hearken, 
TViat the Highest may prosper the work of our hands ! 

May our hearts never faint, may our zeal never falter I 
But finn in each duty thy Gospel demands, 
While our first fruits of piety rest on thine altar, 
Prosper, O Father, the work of our hands I " 



There is a melting pathos in Saxon melody, 
which, to be comprehended, must be feit, and yet, 
though feit, can hardly be communicated. I have 
seldom been more sensibly impressed with this 
than during the solemn, yet simple, air to which 
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the hymn was chanted. Surely the most un- 
equivocal lest of music, like eloquence, is the 
immediate effect prodiiced upon the audience. In 
the present instance that effect was powerfully 
developed, 



As the chorus subsided, the pastor, with a pro- 
priety of language, fervency of feeling, and de- 
voutness of manner, which I have seldom observed 
so powerfully combined, began his address and 
intercession to the Deity. It was a prayer as 
long as many of ottr fashionable sermons, without 
any " vain repetitlon," whkh certain declaimers 
have represented as hiseparable from a prayer of 
similar duration. Here they would have withdrawn 
the Charge, Where the subject of the Speaker 
is ungenial to the spirit of the hearer, the latter 
raay plead repetition as an apology for inattention ; 
but in an assembly where every word was echoed 
back to the altar, there was, there coiild be, no vain 
repetitions. By nie it will always be considered as 
one of the purest specimens of spiritual interces- 
sion with which I have fo enrich my memory. 

The pastor next read, in a loud and distinct 
voice, the portion of Scripture which bad been 
selected, as siiggesting appropriate ideas for the 
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eonstmetion of tfae solemn afid impressive dis- 
oburse by wfaißh it was followed. 

With a composurci dignity, aad earnestness of 
Bfianner, wfaich well became the iBpeaker, and ^e-* 
cured for him the most respectful attention, hq 
entered upon the Illustration of his text. 

** Th}i9 i? a d*y," h^ si^id, ** wbich, independently 
o( the splepQ act of dedi^ation wbich we bave a&- 
sembled to ^XHnmeinpFate, bas powerful and deqided 
Claims upon our gratitud^ as men and Citizens 
iind^ the same bappily ponstituted government 

<^ No less zealous fbr our ßpiritual improvement 
tban fin* our temporal prosperity, pur sovereign 
watches with paternal solipitude wd unwearied 
diligence over tbe welfare of his peoplß. FuUy 
aware that where religion is not implanted in the 
beart, vice and disseqsion must disgrace the labpur 
pf the hands, he bas epabled the poorest amongst 
US to bear the regulär preaching of the Gpspel, 
and tQ confess that loyalty to the sovereign is the 
inseparable companion of duty to God. 

" These sacred precincts, wherein I bave now the 
happiness to enhort you as ^ place for the special 
exercise of our reformed wprship, are the gift of 
cur illustrious prince — a votive offering for the 
immortal interests of bis people. 
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" May the loyalty we inherit, and the religioD 
we inciilcate, grow up together, and, bs tliey are 
one in principle, let them be one in practice ; for 
the same law which exhorts us to fear God com- 
mands us to honour the king. 

" The blessings which we and our fathers have 
enjoyed for so many ages, under a race of prtnces, 
ßs justly celebrated for their virtues as exalted in 
rank, must ever be a subject of thankfulness to 
heaven, and a theme of congratulation amongst 
ourselves. Let it be our lastiiig and unanimous 
ambition to profit by that blessing which our 
hearts are ever ready to confess, and which has 
been handed down to us Uke a holy inlieritance. 
Let it descend to our posterity unsullied in its 
lustre, and unshaken in its principles. May thos6 
doctrines wliich the immortal Lutheh, aniong 
tliese very rocks, struggled so long to purify and 
to plant, take everlasting root in our hearts. May 
those precepts which he lived to inculcate, and 
died to confirm, be the invariable rule of our 
lives ; a lamp to our path ; encouraging our 
hearts, and strengthening our hands j 

" It was a saying of our late lamented Prince, 
* that the strength of the sovereign was the hearts 
of his people — that there only he was ambitious 
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to reign/ This noble sentiment is echoed from 
the breast of bis successor ; in bim every virtue 
has been fostered, strengtbened^ and matured by 
the force of daily example — by the long and 
vigilant guardianship of a devoted mother. May 
it be ours to verify the expectations thereby im- 
plied, by a stedfast adherence to the duties of 
the enlightened Christian and the loyal subject 1 
among the neighbouring principalities may we 
long retain the proud distinction of — * Happy is 
the sovereign of such a people — h^py the people 
tmder such a sovereign ! ' ** 

Meininge'n, 19th. — Nightingales are here in 
great abundance, and in high note : their song out- 
lives the night, and fills the English garden, which 
they exclusively inhabit, with incessant music. 
The season continues veiy warm, — and my Win- 
dows remaining open all night into the garden, I 
can hear every note. I find, also, that though they 
wbistle so well themselves, they are not indifferent 
to a Doric flute ; and this, I take it, is the surest 
pledge of talent. 



(C 



Sing OD, — that song on memory leaves 
A spell that parts not with the morrow, 

But, lingering in the heart, receives 
That homage art could never borrow ! 
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Bing on, — the song of sc 

The theme of love and pleaaure's fleetness 1 
I dare not bid thee cease to grieve, 

If joy WDuld diasipate it 



Fragment. — ... As the Aide-de-camp uttered tlie 
last sentence, a deep sigh from a lady on the right 
completed the pause. " You had better defer the 
second part, Colonel," sßid the Marshai, " tili the 
ladies shall hare recovered the painful sensibiliCy 
your very touchiDg narrative has excited." This 
was uttered with a tone and expression which the 
Colonel perfectly understood. " Monseigiteur," 
answered the latter, placing his right hand over 
bis heart, " the first time I had the honour to 
relate that anecdote it was under very difierent 
circumstances from the present, and your — " 
— " Yes, yesj" interrupted the Marshai; " I had 
been an eye-witness of Kosenberg's personal 
courage niore than once. Tlie anecdote does 
awaken an associatlon. The late of a brave man 
has surprising comniand over the heart and feel- 
ings. Than the present there was not a braver in 
thewhole — " — " Pardon!" rejoined the Colonel, 
" there was One ! " — " Name him." — " I will 
describe him. The sanie night," contmued the 
Aide-de-camp, " in which Rosenberg feil, when the 
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rout became general, and the moon rose upon the 
field, we retiirned through the skirts of the forest, 
the slightly wounded supporting themselves with 
.»hat remaining strength they possessed. Their 
companions were scattered in search of shelter and 
sustenance. A general officer was at our head, 
mounted on the third charger. He was severely 
wounded in the thigh ; and the blood, which was 
but partlally stanched by the application of a 
tightened scarf, kept us in constant dread of a 

fatal result. Your may possibly remember 

ihat march F^* — The Marshai answered by an 
impatient but expressive nod. " The trees, which 
had been cut down greatly impeded our steps, 
which at best were become feeble and precarious. 
We came to a small deep recess, where a tinkling 
little stream, whose dbscurity had sufiered it to 
retain its purity and lustre, was welcomed by our 
wounded comrades with feelings such as the ex- 
hausted traveller evinces ön suddenly beholding 
* a well in the desert' 

" As we halted here to enjoy the cool beverage, 
we were roused by a low plaintive moan issuing 
from a neighbouring thicket Receiving Orders 
to investigate the mystery, ^ miserable spectacle 
presented itseHl Of three soldiers, one only sur- 
vived, apparently about twenty-one, wearing the 
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badge of a certain rank in the army, and severely 
wouiided, Tlie two brave fellows, bis companions, 
though wounded moitally themselves, liad wasted 
the last powers of life in removing their companion 
to a place of safety. They bad only reacbed this 
retired spot to !ay down tbeir precioiis load and 
life together, and expire at liis feet, wbere we 
found them. On carrying back my report, cur 
general was moved to tears, and dismounting, 
weak as be wasj desired that tbe wounded üoldier 
sbould be tenderiy removed, and supported upon 
the saddle. We did so. The stranger was too 
weak to thank us ; but a few dvops from the only 
flask we possessed gradually revived his exhausted 
Strength. In this naanner we proceeded slowly 
and cautiously ; the general supporting himself 
with bis sabre in one hand, and restlng against 
the saddle-bow with the other. 

" On reaching the great road, wblcb had now 
become a scene of borror and confusion, we were 
recognised by a few stragglei'S of our own troop. 
Moved to see this fresh trait of their general's 
Community of sufferiug, they procured a place in 
a Waggon, to wbich the stranger was removed. 
The general resumed his place ; and at abont four 
in the niorniug we leaclied the main body of the 
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army. The stranger recovered slowly but satis- 
factorily. His physicians were two * sisters of 
charity/ to whom so many brave men are indebted 
for a prolonged existence. I need not add more*'' 
— " Yes ! " — interrupted a fine athletic military 
figure, who wore three crosses of distinction — 
" yes, my friend, add that the stranger was not un- 
grateful, — is not ungrateful, — and that he is prcmd 
to hold a life so generously saved at the Service qfhis. 
henefactor!^^ All eyes were immediately tumed 
updn the Speaker. The Colonel, bowing respect^ 
fuUy, enquired if it was still his . . . . *s pleasure 
that he should " name /* " 

In rising from table the Colonel whispered me 
that the Marshai had often expressed more satis- 
faction at this circumstance than at all the insignia 
bestowed upon him on the field of battle. " By 
and by," he added, ^* you will have an opportunity 
of knowing more of La Dauphin6e." 

Altenstein, 20th. — On the left, and emerging 
through the deep foliage which shades the higher 
ground, there is a precipitous rock, upon which the 
art of the sculptor has been employed so far as to 
give it a monumental character. To the eye of the 
stranger it adds but one more picturesque feature 
to the landscape ; but to others it recalls the me- 
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inory ot" departed worth: — virtues which when 
living commanded the admiration of society, and 
are now consecrated by gratitude and aifectlon. 

Bayerischenhof, September Ist. — Left Mein- 
ingen this morning at eight o'clock. Passed uver 
the same road as on the returii from Louisburg, 
The effect of Wurzbiirg, as it opened on the 
view a little on this slde of Opferbaum, appeared 
quite new and strikhig. Its numerous cupolas, 
spires, and minarets, give it an oriental character, 
which cannot fail to strike a foreigner by whatever 
point it is entered. It is a town of churches, as 
well as an important town of the Chnrch, The 
saints in stone, like the statues of ancient Rome, 
almost outnumber the inhabitants. 

The royal party have been to visit the cathedral 
and the chapel of St. Mary ; botli splendid ex- 
amples of ecclesiastic architecture and gorgeous 
decoration. In such temples, I fear, the leasl inter- 
esting object is the preacher. — Where so much is 
done to dazzle the eye, the imagiiiation is apt to 
wander from the text. 

Ältliough my third visit to this episcopal capital, 
still I have seen it but imperfectly. There is 
more than might sufifice to amuse and instruct the 
stranger for a fortnight. I ran my eye over the 
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catalogue shown me bjr the cicerone, but it was 
of hopeless extent« The gardens of the palace 
being in juxtaF-position with the hotel, I walked 
for half an hour in their orange-tree avenues. 
They were ftiU of Company, and reminded me 
more of the Thuilleries than any thing I have seen 
OQt of France. Like the Thuilleries» too» tbey are 
open to the public, but in extent» richness, and 
variety, have advantages pecullarly their own. 
Along the ramparts, green shady avenues are at 
every few steps opening upon a rieh and highly 
adomed country. The more prominent features 
from this point are, the Capuchin monastery on 
the side, and the citadel on the summit, of the 
bill ; — and * thereby hangs a tale.' This hill is 
the Mount Falemum of Germany, or at least of 
Franconia« 

The fa9ade of the palace facing the gardens 
is magnificent, and in design resembles that of 
Hampton Court; but &r surpasses it in finish, 
sculpture, and every species of elaborate decoration. 
At dinner His Royal Highness ordered a couple 
of bottles of the Leissen vintage. This is the 
quintess^ice of connoisseurs, and like Tokay ac- 
quires much additional value and merit from its 
limited supply. It was presented at table in small 
gree^ bottles, of a flattened spheri(^l shape, and 
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served in such glasses as are known to improve 
its äavour; a secret worth knowing. Tbia wine, 
as iti itiany other places, fnrms the moiiopoly of a 
holy brotherhood. They seil it at tlie convent 
door in seatcd flasks, under the name of " Wine 
of the Holy Ghost," whkh gives it a ready pass- 
port to the cellars of the faithful .... al buon 
yino noD blsogDa fi-asca .... 

To-morrow we are to reach the palace of Ho- 
henlohe-Langenbourg to dinner, passing through 
the forest of S))essart, Bisch opsbe im, Mergentheim, 
and Riedbach. Estafette despatched. 

Langenbourg, Monday evening. — Shortly after 
leaving Wurtzburg this morning, the weather 
changed to wind and rain. The Duke of Meinin- 
gen,who inakes the journey attended by bis aide-de- 
camp in an open droshka, was prevailed on to take 
refuge in the landau during the rain, while I took 
bis place in the droshka. His Serene Highness 
possesses much vivacity, and tliis was a most agree- 
able change to the party, who, owing to the weather, 
and my own professional gravity, had spent but a 
duU moniing. 

On the latter part of the journey we have passed 
over a good deal of new ground, some populous 
vUlages, and much luxuriaut forest country. 
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This Residenz is remarkable both for its structure 
and Situation, and has more an air of romance, — 
more of the Udolpho style, — than any thing I have 
yet Seen. The window at which I now write looks 
into the inner court, and opposite me are piled, in 
the form of bins, a vast quantity of hewn wood,^ 
ready to give a warm reception to the ensuing 
winter. This has a primitive appearance, and 
carries the mind back to ^^ blazing hearth and 
festal hall." — A writing-desk, pen, ink, and 
paper, a chair, and some prints, constitute the 
furniture of the room, — and enough. The 
chllteau appears to date some centuries back. 
The effects of time are every where apparent, and 
give to it an air of venerable grandeur, which 
time only can give. 

Half-past ten p. m. — I had Ihe honour of being 
presented to the Prince before dinner. He is 
about fifty-six years of age, of 'prepossessing 
manners, with a suavity of. address, and, as I 
since observed, a taste for letters, and that 
knowledge of the world which, properly limited, 
improves us, in spite of ourselves, by the unavoid- 
able comparisons we are led to draw between 
ourselves and others. The hereditary Prince 
is a remarkably bandsome young man, of six or 
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seven and twenty, ard wears the uniform of a 
colonel in the British-Hanoverian Service, I have 
seldom met a young man of his rank wlio improved 
so rapidly upon acquaintance. In general, they 
are either fearful of committing an act of rash con- 
descension, er of betraying some inferred ignorance 
in conversation ; but Prince Ernest freely risks 
the one, and has no cause to fear the other. He 
bas made several Visits to England, and is as much 
master of its language as he promises to be an 
honour to its service. This young Prince, and 
his Cousin the Duke of Meiningen, are two of 
the handsomest knights I have met with in any 
country. 

Here, as every where eise in these countries, 
there is excellent music, — and that of native 
growth. What I have heard this evening would 
be ill exchanged for the most finished trans-alpine 
composicions. In and out of doors there is music, 
— always music, — morning, noon, and midnight, 
there is music. The peasant never passes, under 
any circumstancss, without wishing me, and every 
one in his way, a, gut morgen ! — guten tag! or guten 
abend .' with a musical Intonation. Judging of its 
harmonising eSects upon the mind and heart of a 
people among whom it most prevaJls, I feel con- 
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vinced of its importance. Music is a refiner of 
the beart ; — play on — though I should make 



a swan-like end 



Fading in music. 

Tuesday, Sd. -^ I was early astir this morning, 
and have made a complete survey of the chateau 
and its appendages. I went first to the churcb, 
as was my duty. Ijt is generally in the church, 
or churchyard, that I acquire much useful in- 
formation. From these, and their records, I ob- 
tain a tolerable idea of the climate, which is fixed 
by the average of the ages. Names and antiquities^ 
with various other items illustrative of past ages^ 
which have never been entered in the Livre du 
Vcn/ageur^ here present themselves with all the 
freshness of originality. Their church is the only 
trustwortby monument of the people. Here I 
found it,'what it ought always to be» a place of 
de^ interest; the last depository of many ge- 
nerationsy and a still surviving temple for the 
living. What Struck me most were several family 
moniiments, and amöng these some basso-relievos 
in marble, very curious in themselves as specimens 
of art, and still more so for the historical documents 
which they represent. . • . . 

Returning to the chäteau, I was conducted into 
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the Governor's apartment, where I had ihe pleasure 
to hear one of the young princesses read a. portioo 
of Goldsmith's " Deserted Viilage," with a correct 
accent. She is a very intelligent, interesting-look- 
ing girl, nnd promises to be, ere long, a proficient 
in that sort of" elocution wliich is most universally 
feit aiid understood. 

I next walked through the long nvenues of 
trellis-work with whicli the chäteau is surrounded, 
closely interwoven witli viiies, and covered with 
dusters of grapes. I never saw so abundant a 
TiDtage, nor an arrangemeitt that seemed more 
classic in association, oi* more agreeable in its 
immedtate efFect. During the snltry days of 
Summer they form a cool and inviüng retreat, 
and open at each extremity upon some interesting 
feature in the landscape. 

The chäteau Stands upon the extreme point of 
an isthmus, äanked by two deep Valleys, uniting at 
the base to form one, and, like the other acclivities, 
employed as a nursery of the grape, The terrace- 
form of vineyard, so successfully adopted on the 
ßhine, is here employed with similar advantages 
in produce and picturesque effect. .... 

W'e leave at two o'clock for Heilbronn by way 
of Oehringen From the celebrity which a 
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Prince Hohenlohe has lately acquired in Englan J, 
for certain miraculous eures said to have been 
performed by bim, this name has for some time 
past been familiär to every one. The house of 
Hohenlohe is one of the most ancient in Germany. 
There is mention made in history of a Comes de 
Hohenlohe as far back as the ninth Century. 
After a great many divisions and subdivisions of 
name and territory, the Waldenbourg line at 
length divided itself, in the sixteenth Century, into 
three branches. The first of these three became 
extinct with the death of its founder George. 
The first line of the new house had for territory 
the countries of Neuenstein aud Weikersheim. 
The second, the ancient districts of Waldenbourg 
and Schillingsfürst. In 174?4j and 1764?, the house 
which descends in direct line from the dukes of 
Franconia had its princely dignity restored, and 
its territory erected into a principality. So late 
as 1803 it had a vote and seat in the College of 
counts ; but, at this important epoch, it passed 
into that of princes, and in 1806 was mediatised. 
The present family of Hohenlohe-Langenbourg 
is the first of the Neüenstein brauch. The 
second and third are Hohenlohe-Oehringen and 
Hohenlohe-Kirchberg. The second brauch of 
Hohenlohe Waldenbourg is divided into those 
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of Hohen lohe- Barten Stein, Höh enlohe- Barten- 
stein- Jagsberg, and Hohe nl oh e- Schillings Fürst All 
these, with their surcröits, rej^tons, alliances, and 
inter-alliances, ofFer an ample and highly interesting 
field for tlie genealogist. 

Heilbronn, ä la rose d'or. Tuesday, 10 f.m. — 
Left the palace of Langenbourg ihis afternoon at 
two o'clock, drawn by eight beautiful black 
borses of the Oldenburg breed, — such as Odin 
bimsejf might have mounted without degradation 
lo his godship. The road wound for a consider- 
able Space through the forest, and in many places 
required much caution and address to keep the 
carriages erect, His Highness's postilions, how- 
ever, are perfect in their art, — ' metaque fervidis 
evitata rotis.' — These are not the roads for English 
landaus, but for the national drosque, which, in 
travelling, is a passe-partoid. In one instance the 
ascent was so steep, and the post-pferd that brought 
up the last carriage so obstinate, or so fatigued, 
that a precipitate retreat was too evident. The 
boy appeared totally unahle to carry the steep. 
The officer, however, who attended, a high per- 
sonage, drew his sabre, and, in brief, showed 
young schwagej; that, if an accident occurred, 
instant death should be his only trink-geld! This 
was a powerflil argument, and operated like a 
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charm. He appealed to the strength and feelings 
of bis borses, and, af^er a few hard tugs, the sabre 
was sheathed and necks out öf jeopardy. A litde 
farlher on, the same scene was partially rehearsed. 
Tlie horses became restive. The offlcer, who is 
an excellent horseman, took the postilion's saddle, 
but only for a second, — a slight external acci- 
dent, — a Isesion of the outer man, as he vaulted 
into the saddle, wamed him to dismount. It 
was a trying monient, — one of " the miseries 
of human life." The postilion resumed his whip 
of office, and the ad venture terminated in a 
cew and better road. It was in a beautiful oak 
forest. The swlneherd kept its echoes in constant 
tune by the exercise of his pipe, white the bristly 
herd crunched the acorns, and ploughed up the 
green turf with most natural science. As the 
State of the road allowed me the luxury of Walking 
for some tinie, I had a füll round of this forest 
minstrelsy, so imposing in these solitudes, and 
would have had more but for the quickening pace 
of the procession. The piper was seemingly en- 
riched by a kojyfstück ' ,- even lie, poor feliow, 
seems to inherit the curse entaiied upon all the 
children of song, — that poverty and the pipe 
shoald be associates through life. 

• SevcD pcncc = twthtj-ftiui kreutzets. 
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At Kirchberg, the escort Troin Laogenbourg 
took leave, and we proceeded en poste to our 
destination, A short way frotn Oehringen I bad 
the misfortune to gel entangled in the postilion's 
whip, and paid the smart in a temporary obfusca- 
tion of my right eye, followed by a degree of in- 
fiammation whicb hos prevented my seelng the 
last stage in its natural colours. This is the sixth 
fx seventh time that I have thus suffered m my 
eye-sight, though never before to the same extent. 
The scientific manoeuvring of schwager's long 
whip is always a perilous Operation for the travel- 
1er outside. I have raore than once been hooked 
for five miniites at a time to my own personal 
aonoyance and schwager's inconveniertce. The 
German post-whip is infinitely more like a fisbing- 
rod and line tban to any otlier instrument of 
pleasure or profession with which I am acquainted, 
To effect the transformation, nothing more ap- 
pears requisite than to attach a lioolc to the end 
of it, and, presto ! it becomes a most commo- 
dious fishing-rod. Änother alternative attending 
tbis instrument is that, as often as it misses the 
eye or habiliments of the traveller, it becomes s 
gordian enlanglement wiih some part of the 
tattered, antique harness, obüging the traveller 
to halt, the horses to kick, and the postilion to 
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dismount and sever the offending parts with bis 
knife. All thb occasions delay. 

We leave this to-morrow early for Heidelberg. 
— Tbeir Royal Higbnesses expect to meet tbe 
Queen oix tbeir arrival, with wbom tbey are to 
spend some days in excursions in the environs of 
Heidelberg, Valley of tbe Neckar, Manbeim, and 
Swetzingen. 

. Heidelberg. — Wednesday, 4tb. — Tbe scenery 
through which we have passed to-day bas been 
greatly enhanced in beauty by tbe deligbtful 
weatber that bas accompanied us from Heilbronn 
to the gates of Heidelberg, wbere we arrived at 
four o'clock. I was prepared to expect something 
fine in tbe approach to and appearance of Heidel- 
berg; but wbat I have already seen bas far sur- 
passed anticipation. Tbe wbole party are füll of 
admiration of its beauties. Tbe last stage bas 
been tbe beau ideal of Fairyland. Tbe cbäteau, as 
it presents itself towards tbe eastem gate, is truly 
magnificent, and seems well entitled to tbe dis- 
tinction of being considered ^^ tbe most picturesque 
ruin in Gennany." We are to see it in füll 
detail to-morrow. The Queen bas arrived, and 
tbeir Royal Higbnesses are gone to visit her. Tbe 
place Darmes is covered with straggling parties 
of students^ Tbe landlord bas pointed me out 
one among tbe group who bas worn the student's 
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costume for ßve-and-tmenty years ! but has not 
yet taken his degree, — an evenl which is system- 
atically postponed "tili the season ensuiiig" — 
that is — sine die. 

Half past ten o'cloclt. — After writing down a 
few notes, I proceeded by the steep path througli 
the old bowg to the chäteau, with tlie intcntion 
of enjoying the earliest aurvey possible of these 
interesting ruins; but was summoned to attend 
Her Majesty at a soiree in the open aii'. Re- 
turning through the towii to a house near the 
east gate, I was conducted through tlie courC to a 
terrace projectiiig into the Neckar, and embellished 
with a profusion of orange and other odoriferous 
trees. At the extremity of this terrace sat Her 
Majesty, who obligingly questioned me as to iny 
opinion of Heidelberg, and wliether it was not 
equal to the description I had heard of it at 
Louisburg. Her Majesty seeraed charmed with 
the scene and the occasion ; and while she eiitered 
into conversation with her illustrious guests, 
addressed, as usual, somethiiig agreeable to 
every one about her. It was an Italian rather 
than B Gernian sceue. The sky was without a 
cloud, the air soft, and laden with perfume. The 
view that expanded up the river was exhiblted 
in fresh beauty by the soft evening light. On the 



IM SOIR^. — THE QUEEN* 

left, a magnificent bridge spanned the river» 
through whose numerous arcbes boats glided to 
and fro. Above, the chä,teau stood forth in pro- 
minent detail. From the opposite bank of the river 
the forest rose in sweeping gradations, tili k met 
the horizon ; here and there light spiral oolumns 
of smoke issued from its quiet recesses ; and lar 
bonrers were observed retuming home by its in- 
tricaüe and winding paths. All seemed to enjoy 
die scene and the hour» Tea, coSee, and other re- 
freshknents were successively handed round, and 
the sotrSe prolonged tili I was feariiil of bad con» 
sequences from the lateness of the hoor and the 
immediate vicinity of the river. " Fear nothing," 
Said the Count de Göerlitz; ^' we have neither fogs 
nor dews in Germany, — ce n'est pas la Tamise 
lä.** On this occasion, the Duke of Meiningen 
was first presented to the Queen. Her Majesty 
and the Duchess of Clarence had met on a former 
Visit to this country. Descanting upon the beauty 
of the scene around, and the still more striking 
features that developed themselves higher up the 
river, Her Majesty resolved to make a bärge 
excursion to-morrow, to show their Royal High- 
nesses some romantic ruins which overhang the 
river a few miles from this. The number of 
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ancient moniisteries and chateaux wbich I have 
heard enumerated seems alniost incredible. 

Retuming to the inn, the roja] party sat down 
to Bupper at half-past nine, 

The Queeti'a reminiscences of early days at 
Kew, and her minute recoUection of events and 
circnmstonces, interested every one present 

The entertainment at which I was present this 
erening was glven, I am informed, by an Engllsh 
merchant residing here, who embraced Ulis oppor- 
tunity of showing his loyal and respectfiU attach- 
ment to the allied houses of England, Wiirlemberg 
and Meiningen, 

A circumstance was related, rather of an ex- 
traordinary nature, respecting Napoleon, as he 
crossed the line, on his voyage to St. Helena. It 
was communicated in MS. by a navai ofEcer of 
rank and dlstinction, and is at present ouly known 
to individuals. * 

To-morrow an excursion is proposed to Wolfs- 
brunnen, to tlie chäteaii, and in the evening, by 
water, to some feudal and monastic ruins on the 
banks of the Neckar. 

WoLFS-BRUNNEN. — Thursday, 5th. — At tea 

* See the eicellent and interestiug work bj^ A.dniira1 
Maitland, since published. 
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o'clock this morning the Queen» their Royal 
Highnesses, the Duke of Meiningen and suite,* 
set off in four carriages to visit the romantic so- 
litude of Wolfs-brunnen» A more beautiful thing 
of the kind it is almost impossible to imagine. It 
is secluded from the world, almost from the day, 
by an amphitheatre of rieh hanging woods, — at 
this moment draped in all their autumnal finery, 
und exhibiting the various grouping and shade of 
the linden, the ilex, thecypress, and pine. Wolfs- 
brook takes its name from the circumstance öf a 
famished wolf falling in with a famous sibyl of 
the olden time, and making a meal of her, in spite 
of all her enchantments, in this solitary spot. As 
happens by other heroic acts, the aggressor enjoys 
immortality. 

It was the favourite promenade of Frederick II., 
who föted Charles V. so magnificently on his 
return by Heidelberg to Brüssels in 1549. The 
embellishments bestowed upon it by this prince 
are still in existence, and serve as monuments of 
bis taste and that of the times in which he lived. 

The modeni addition of ä Swiss cottage, 
where visitors are supplied with the best Neckar 
grapes and other luxuries, with all its alpine pe- 
culiarities, is striking, and gives a new character 
to the place. The jets^dCeau are ingenious. 




Around were booths of green boughs, inter- 
woven with odoriferous plants and flowers, and 
on the green turf many and violent traces of the 
fervent waltz ! Here the students of Heidelberg 
study natiire, and, after the hard duties of the 
day, recruit their jaded intellects with waltz and 



The Diuroiur of streams descending the moun- 
tain ravities, dropping into the basins prepared 
for them, again falling hi bright cascades, and 
stealing forth into the open day, is soothing, and 
the very musJc of contemplation. The lofty trees 
with which it is immediately closed in have wit- 
nessed the arrival and departure of many gener- 
ation.s, and give the place an air of soletnn repose, 
strictly harmonising with its tales and traditionary 
records. It hns withal a classic interest from 
having been the subject of an ode by Opitz, and 
afforded materiel to La Fontaine in his romance 
of ** Clara du Plessis." 

The royal party next proceeded along the ac- 
clivity to the chäteau. All were powerfully arrested 
by the magnificent view which now broke suddenly 
upon them. Below luy the town in all its minute 
detail, — its streets, houses, and gardens traced 
and individualised with the precision of a map. 
To the riglit the Neckar, the many-arched bridge, 
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and tlie castellated heights of the Bergstrasse. In 
front the windings of the river, the towers of 
Mannheim, and the blue mountains of the Rhine. 
To the left the garden of Swetzingen, the sur- 
roanding piain studded with towns and hamlets, 
and shut in again by the immediate forest. But» 
from all these, the ruins of this extracrdinary 
ehateau speedily recalled Observation. Presented 
from this point, the view is such as to claim un- 
divided attention» and to exclude every minor 
object of contemplation. It is difficult to imagine 
the efiects of combined nature and art more 
strikingly exemplified dian in these ruins. In the 
original construction and embellishment they hsve 
gone hand in hand, each enhancing the beauties, 
and supplying the deficiencies of each. 

The royal party entered by the 'porte Eli- 
zabeth, a triumphal archerected by Frederick V. 
in bonour of his wife, daughter of James IL, 
whose virtues and misfortunes rendered her at 
once an object of admiration and compassion. 
This excited home-felt reflections, and the monu« 
ment was observed with becoming interest and 
attention. It is an elegant specimen of art, of 
delicate proportions, and elaborate sculpture. 
The wreaths which circle the columns are emi- 
nently beautiful. A füll description of this alone 
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would occupy niany pages. It is now covered 
with weeds and wild-flowers, and overshadowed 
by luxuriont Irees and evergreens. 

The vastness of ihe place Struck every one ; and 
to have examined it in detail would have been the 
business of a long summer day. The precious 
remains of art are here scattered around in me- 
lancholy profusion. The whole of this gardeo, 
which was dedicated by FREDEmcKto his English 
consort, is supported by a lofty terrace, several 
hundred feet, I shoiild imagine, above the town, 
and commands an uninterrupted view to the west- 
ward and the mountains of tlie Vosges. It was 
here, as tradition reports, that she resorted every 
evening, to witness the sun set over her own 
remote native land. 

The round tower, which iiow fiUs the jfesse in 
shattered, shapeless masses, recalled very forcibly 
the calastrophe which reduced one of the most 
»plendid works in the empire to a mass of ruiiis. 

Numerous statues of the ancient proprietors 
still retain their niches, represented in all the 
military minutiee of their different epochs. By 
way of contrast, there are at present two artists 
busily occupied in drawing the Originals. 

Artists, it appears, resort from all parts of 
Germiiny to study among these ruins. One has 
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been engaged upon the east wall for the last three 
years. The State of the scaffolding must soon deter- 
mine the length of his yet remaining subject. The 
most successful of these artists is a professor in 
the university of Jena. On the summit of one of 
the towers there is a grove in miniature. The 
«tatues, that here and there peep through the ivy 
tapestry with which the walls are covered have 
a striking eiFect. Ou the magnificent esplanade 
in front, under which are the famous Tun and 
the electoral cellars, there was formerly a grove 
of orange trees, the oldest and most luxuriant 
on record. All round the chäteau were hangmg 
gardens, exhibiting a profusion of exotic plants 
and flowers, such as were never before nor since 
collected into one place. Some portions of these 
gardens are still cultivated and preserved in their 
original plan ; but only as a rose in the wilderness, 
telling " where a garden has been." Fountains 
and jets^d^eau are still observed scattered about ; 
the water gushes limpid from the rock, and was 
formerly led in a thoüsand ramifying Channels, to 

embellish the courts or the gardens 

The party spent an hour and a half in Walking 
over a small part of these ruins and gardens. No 
description that I had previously read or heard 
had prepared me for what we have this moming 
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vlsited. I feel sensible of the almost impossibillty' 
of conveyingany thing like a correct description of 
Heidelberg. 

In the pride of its day it must have rivalletl 
the gorgeous palaces described in oriental fiction. 
As we descended siowly irom its terraces, aiid 
looked back upon the rieh, variegated, and ira- 
posing structures above, such, we thought, may 
have been the balls and gardens of Alharobra ! 



Dined at two o'clock. — At five Her Majesty 
and her illustrious relatives entered the bärge, 
fitted up nith becoming elegauce and accommoda- 
tion for the excursion in view. On the Neckar, 
like the Rhine, the scenery on botli banks is seen 
to greatest advantage from tlie water. As the 
bärge moved slowIy against the stream, the chäteau, 
with its towers and terraced-steeps, looked more 
imposing tlian ever. On the right bank there is 
a convent, charmingly situated upon an acclivity 
sloping down to the water's edge. It still ex- 
ercises, we are told, extensive spiritual intluence 
in these parts. All along the course of the river 
there was a fresh succession of objects, — bourgs, 
chäteaux, towers, and monasteries ; but all teoant- 
less, rooEess, and deserted. Around them the 
vine thrives luxuriantly : a monastlc ruin without 
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its Vineyard attached would form a striking anomaly 
in these parts 

The evening was beautiful : — all enjoyed the növel 
sbeüe^ and every one bey(»id aiiticipation, except 
One, who suffered from tooth-ache. At the more 
ititeresting points, the bärge halted for the imme- 
diate and quiet enjoyment of the scene« Of this, 
and the varying colour of the hour to which it 
owed itö cbarm, it wotdd be impracticable for any 
but a skilful painter to attempt delineation. The 
Nght and ^hade wei^ ofteti most singularly con- 
trasted ; the romantic tufrets and roofs alternately 
relieved or obscured by the westering sun ; here 
lighted up as with fire, and there sombre, cold, 
and desolate, kept the eye and the imagination 
agreeably employed during the excursion« The 
latter, too, was more closely interested by the roman- 
tic legends by which these ruins are immortalised. 
There is a rieh harvest, even in this short space, 
for the troubadour -^ matter for a whole book of 
miracles ! • . • 

HaVidg balted a short tim6 at a point concen- 
trating all.those picturesque and romantic features 
for which the river is so celebrated, the royal 
party disembarked, and retumed in the carriages, 
forwarded for thai purpose, towards Heidelberg. 

About a.mile from the gatö, as the carriages 
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slowly ascended a steep part of the i'oad, au in- 
visible musician suddenly Struck up " God save 
the King ! " and conttnued to play with great 
effect, wliile the carriages approached and passed. 
This compliment was we!l-timed, and the more 
acceptable as it was totally unexpected by any one 
present. All enjoyed the music, nnd the musician 
enjoyed his reward. 

Her Royal Highness seems delighted with this 
excursion. She paints with inimitable taste and 
eiFect from nature, and can readily appreciate the 
beauty and picturesque character of the scenery 
through whtch she has just passed« 

At supper the Queen has promised another ex- 
cursion for to-morrow, of a different character, but 
equally, if not more interesting than that of to- 
day. Her Majesty proposes to visit the gardens 
of Swetzingen, Mannheim, the grand ducal palace, 
gardens, and chiirch of the Jesuits, — all remarlt- 
able, and, in their kind, without rivals in Ger- 
many. 

September 6th. — Yesterday's plan has been 
brought to a satisfactory conclusion. The gar- 
dens of Swetzingen, forming the centre of what 
may be coiisidered the Rhenish Eden, occupied 
the whole of the morning. They are of un- 
precedented extent, laid ont in exceilent taste, 
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and kept up at an amazing expense. Precious 
works of art, every where scattered about with 
an air of prodigality, arrest the stranger the mo- 
ment he enters the gate. As a guärantee for 
remembering them, I shall briefly write down 
some of the more striking objects, contributing 
to the general embellishment, and visited on the 
present occasion. 

The Five Fountains are conspicuous at the 
entrance, interrupting the long avenue in the 
form of a circus. They represent Arion and the 
dolphin, the former holding a lyre in his hand, by 
which he enchants his finny courser. The water 
is thrown from the nostril of the dolphin to the 
height otjiftyjeet. It is further ornamented with 
6wans, mounted by Cupids, and a shoal of gold 
fish floating in the basin. Fine sculptm-e ! 

Some other fountains were shown, the or- 
iiaments of which belonged to King Stanislam^ 
and adorned his residence at Luneville, where he 
died. 

The Galatea. — Approached by a delicious alley, 
the centre occupied by a rock, through which the 
water gushes, and supporting a statue of the 
nymph, with tritons, shells, conchsj and so forth. 
This is the work of an Italian artist, — Crepello. 

The Bacchtis. — A basin where two children, 




supported by dragons, launch jels-d^eau. The 
Statue of Bacchus is well executed, of tlie best 
Carrara marble, and the work of Vacca. A short 
way behind this is Paw's Rock, with the water 
gurgling and murmuring from every pore. Il 13 
a slrikiiig and ingenious contrivance. On the top 
of the rock sits the shepherd-god, with his pipe, 
and the usual attributes. 

Tke Temple of Apollo, — A most striklng object, 
risidg in the centre of a rieh grassy carpet. 
Three flights of steps lead to the pendralia, each 
ornamented with two sphinxes. The whole cir- 
cumference is shadowed over with tall, red- 
clustered, mountain ash. The circular roof, sup- 
ported by twelve lonic columns, allows a free 
passage to the eye on all sides, and shows off the 
presiding statue to great advantage. In front of 
the rocks on wliich the temple is elevated, two 
nymphs of Carrara marble pour from their urns 
an incessant stream, falting successively through 
seven basins into a, Square piece d'eau. The 
flow of the water is soothing music. The statue 
of Apollo is of black marble, and the work of a 
celebrated sculptor. Under the temple grottos 
are excavated, deliciously cool, where ihe view is 
attracted to another garden. 

T/ie Sock Fountain came next. — The subject a 
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wild boar attacked by two dogs, one thrown on 
his back, and wounded. The property of the un- 
fortunate Stanislaus. 

The Bath is embellished with all that sculpture 
and painting could contribute to render it a 
Roman luxury. It is divided into several small 
Chambers, one of which is hung with a curious 
paper from China. Another exhibits two in- 
valuable columns of Corinthian alabaster, and 
wainscotted round with the most rare and precious 
woods. On the walls there are several land- 
scapes by a distinguished painter. Passing through 
a suite of rooms highly decorated, we came to the 
Marble Bath« Two serpents, richly gilt, and in- 
terlaced round a golden vase, supply bot and 
cold water. Nymphs, vases, alabaster columns, 
crystals, &c., are encrusted round the walls, with 
e magnificent pier-glass, — holding " the mirror 
üp to nature." 

Near this bath, surroqnded by groups of 
children with kids, there was a huge Basin ex- 
cavated from a single block. It is enlivened by a 
sheqf o( cxysXjBX water. A short way further there 
suddenly opened upon us a beautiful landscape, 
enriched with every object that could attract 
and fix the attention. Every one was Struck 
with the unexpected and mysterious change. On 
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approaching a few steps nearer, it was found to 
be, what we could scarcely believe, a deception ! 
a mevefresco on a dead wall, but with the liglit so 
modified and regulated, as to give it all tbe 
appearance of reality. I never witnessed a more 
complete illusion. 

The Bird-jets-tTeau is a slngular fancy. — It 
i-epreseots an ovjI pursued by a flock of birds of 
all specles. Tlie former is perched over the 
centre of the basin, while the latter, forming tliem- 
selves into a circle, Surround their entrapt visitor, 
pouring from their beaks a stream of water, so as 
to fall from all points upon the unfortunate owl. 
It is a work of gi'eat ingenuity, and caused the 
whole party to sraile as they approached it. This 
also belonged to Slaniüaus, and formerly adomed 
bis gardens of Malgrange. 

Tlie Goddess ofBotamf has also her sbrine a few 
paces from this. — The temple is lighted from the 
dome, and the statue executed of the finest 
Carrara marble. Four altars in bas-relief support 
the busts of LiriTUEUt, Plmy^ Theaphrastus, and 
Tour rief ort. 

We were in regulär order conducted from 
thence into the " English Garden," where there 
is an exceilent fac-simile of a Roman aqueduct, 
from the upper Channel of which there is a charm- 

K. 4 
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ii^ View of the country. The botanic coUection 
here is said to comprise 24,000 dilFerent species of 
$brubs and trees, mostly exotic. 
t The. Obelisk. — When levelling the ground for 
tbe erection of this, a human skeleton. that of a 
horse, a sword, spurs, and various broken im^ 
plements were found. - 

\ The Tenvple of Minerva is in a charming situ- 
ationj. with. Corinthian columns supporting the 
roof, The goddess and her accompanying at- 
tributes are of fine Carrara marble. 
; A few paces farther was the statue of Agrippina 
dying, by Vacca« Near this also are statues of 
^ercury and Minerva. Among the multitude of 
bust$ with which the alleys were lined, the best 
appeared to be those of Alexander, Mithridates, 
Domitian, and Adrian, in Carrara marble. 
. The Lycian Apollo came next. We were 
thence conducted into the Mosque, the most 
novel and striking object we had yet seen. It is 
$aid to be b. fac-simile of the Oriental temples, 
with a fine cupola and twp lofty minarets. The 
entrance, and almost every part of the walls, are 
blazöned with texts firom xhe Koran. The court 
i? paved in marble, and the exterior ornamented 
with arabesques in stucco, gilt. Other sentences, 
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taten from the same source, are distribuled over 
the whole circumference. 

Being informed that these minareU command 
an extensive and beautiful view of Spires, Mann- 
heim, Worms, and the opposite mountains, His 
Royal Highness ascended the spiral staircase of 
120 Steps, and expressed himself highly gratiSed 
with the view. 

This was a favourite resort of the Crown Prince 
of Bavaria, who lias commemorated it in some 
elegant lines. 

TAe Mains of the Temple of Mermi-y. — These 
artificial ruins have all the appearance of antiquity, 
and were they to present themselves in this form 
to the virtuose, in some retired Valley of the 
Black Forest, he would enter them in his ledger 
as the real and veritable ruins of an ancient 
temple. 

Not far from this is a Roman burying-ground, 
where, in levelling the soil, a great quantity of 
bones, spears, bucklers, and other military im- 
plements, have been discovered. 

The WiiTie and the ßanuhe, colossal statueS 
presiding over their respective rivers, form an im- 
posing Ornament to the great basin. The illus- 
trious visitors had advanced thus far, when the 
morning was pretty well spent, and, as Mannheim 
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was still to be visited, they glanced hastily at thet 
Stag^s Basifif a masterly design, and a few other 
objects, and sei ofF thither. 

After dining at the " Palatine Court," walked 
ovei* the apartments of the palace, the gardens, 
and, lastly, into the principal church« The palace 
is one of the most extensive in Europe, and a 
labyrinth in its galleries and windings. There were 
several fine paintings, in fine Frames, and mostly of 
the Fleipish school, in which it appears unusually 
rieh. There was a Napoleon, I think, in nearly 
every room, with portraits and miniatures of the 
whole of his family. Every palace, however, is 
so much like another, that after the first or second 
time, they excite little interest, and leave no im- 
pression. 

Mannheim is famous for the beautiful engravings 
which it has lately sent into the world ; particularly 
those of Heidelberg, which are as remarkable for 
their exact resemblance to the original as for their 
execution. The Duchess was much pleased with 
them, and made a selection to take to England 

with her. 

« « « 

When the party were again seated in their car- 
riages, the Queen proposed to them to cross the 
Rhine, and enjoy the fine view which the opposite 
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bank commands, and led the way. After halting 
a few minutes in that position, \vhere the chäteau 
and surrounding scenery, as they now presented 
themselves, seemed quite new, Her Majesty re- 
turned across the Rhine, and, following the banks 
of the Neckar, alighted at the " Court of Baden " 
a few minutes after sunset. 

To-morrow we leave this for Hesse-Homburg. 
The Qjueen goes as far as Frankfort. 

ABENDLIED. 

'Tis sweet, — 'tis sweet upon thy flood, — 

Those banks infuse a spell, 
That well doth suit my lonely mood, 

Soothed with the tales they teil ! 

The tales of war, and pilgrim knight, 

Whom love did sore enthral ; 
Of barons mail'd for bleody fight, 

Of dance in feudal hall ; 

Of maiden's first and fondest love, 

That blanch'd her yirgin bloom ; 
Of glens where troubled spectres rove, 

And scare the midnight gloom I 

Of halls — alas, how drear and dim ! 

Of love and lady's bower, 
Where warrior dofifd his visor grim, 

And beauty ruled the hour ! 
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All, — all are gone I Their memory clings 

To tower and haunted stream, 
Where, brush'd by Time's unsparing wings, 

Their deeds are but a dream ! 

Where now the peerless Palatine 

With warlike trophies crown'd ? 
He moiüders in a märble shrine, 

His turrets strew the ground ! 

' 6th. — The Queen is not less gifted with a 
faithful memory than her royal brother. In 
conversing upon the many pleäsing topics which 
early reminiscences supply, there was one to^lay 
respecting their favourite Kew. 

Both agreed as to the year, the month, and 
the day, upon which the circumstance in question 
took place; — the hour alone was left undecided. 
This might appear unimportant to any one not 
accustomed to implicit reliance upon this faculty, 
but with these royal personages the memory is 
almost an infallible boök of reference. The cir- 
cumstance happened just before the general peace 

in 1781-2. 

* * # 

7th. Chäteau of Hesse- Homburg. — The day 
has been among the finest of the season. As we 
lost sight of Heidelberg and its unrivalled attrac- 
tions, the Bergstrasse opened on a new and ex» 
tensive panorama. The outside traveller in such 
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a country as this has decided advantages ; but i£ 
he has imporlant duties to perform, such as de- 
mand momentary attention, the externa! forms of 
nature are often dissipated by some iiiformality at 
the post-hoiise, or anxioits attention during the 
route, The postilions now teil me candidly that 
this is not the grnf. v. Münster, but the Königs 
Bmder von England! therefore, say they, we must 
have royal trinkgeld. This tliey repeat al every 
halt and departurej so that the beauties of the 
Bergstrasse, Scknapps, and trinkgeld have held i 
triple sway, and will be lastingly associated in my 
recollectioDS of to-day. 

We have arrived by that route which the Era- 
peror Joseph compared to the finest in Italy. It 
was a bold comparison; but nobody has ever dared 
to contradict the Eniperor, and the saying is be- 
come a proverb. 

I retain but a confused idea of its features : — 
a bold, undulating ridge of alternate rock and 
forest on the right; the highest points covered 
with feudal ruins, and the lower interspersed with 
towns, vineyards, and villages. To the left an 
appareiit garden as far as the eye could reach, 
bounded onjy by the mountains of the Vosges 
beyond the Rhine, It appears the riebest tract 
of country through which we have yet passed, and 
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comprises a space of at least seventy miles« • . • • 
Darmstadt is a handsome modern town, regulär in 
its plan, and presenting throughout a minute at- 
tention to axchitectural design and general efiect« 
The houses are all white-washed, or stained some 
lively colour ; the roofi» and chimneys in the Italian 
style, with green jalomies to the Windows. The 
streets are broad, and intersect one another at right 
angles. Groups of müitary promenaded the 
avenues, while others performed their evolutions 
in the shade. Here the favourite court-studies 
are music and military tactics ; — the latter, as they 
ought to be, holding only a secondary rank. The 
harmony that prevails at this court is proverbial. 

At Frankfort the travellers were received by a 
deputation of their Highness's household, and 
coliducted hither. This chäteau is an extensive 
fort-like building, of great antiquity, and in a very 
€ommanding position. The lofty tower in the 
centre of the court is a lahdmark to the whole 
country, and of Roman architecture. Its walls are 
encrusted with various relics of that people, dis- 
covered at difFerent epochs. 

This principality has the appearance of an 
English colony. In the town there is the same 
characteristic cheerfulness among the inhabitants 
and habitations. The latter are neatly stuccoed 
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and wtite-washed, and daily increasing in number 
and importance. The former seem to have 
Business on band, and agreeable prospects at 
heart : as we entered the town they presented 
such happy faces, as make eveiy day a jour-de- 
ßte. 

Nothing that I am acquainted with could ^ve 
s. more correct picture of their Royal Highness's 
welcome to Homburg than tliewell-knownlines: — 

Domua interior regali splendida lusu 

Instruitur, nieilüsque paront convivia tectis. 
Arte laboratBD vestes, oatroque superbo : 
Ingens argentum mensis, cxlataquc in atiro 
Fortia facta patrum, seriea longissima renira 
Per tot ducta viroa antiquEe ab origine gentis. 



FnANKFORT. — The FAIR is now at its heightj 
and althougli degenerated from the great original, 
it is still frequented by merchants from every 
country of Europe and Asia, and presents an ex- 
traordinary medley of business and amusement. 
Whatever can engage the curious, or interest the 
mere spectator, is here met with in every possible 
variety. Groups of mixed Oriental, Italian, and 
native costume are scattered along the streets and 
Gtalls. The bazaars are numerous, and brilUant 
with the works of art, containing all that is most 
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captivatiDg in quality or appearance. Greeks or 
Turks from Constantinople ; Jews irom Jerusa^ 
lern ; Gommercial agents firom Rome^ Ancona^ 
Milan, Yienna, Berlin, and Paris, bave all their 
Stalls in tbe same general emporinm, each witk. 
his name and country specified over bead, and in -. 
every Variety of aiphabet. Tbis is tbe great Jewirii: 
karoest. Altbougb never known to plougb or sow^ 
tbat people never feil to reap abundantly. TW. 
representatives of Israel are very numerous bere^.i 
and seem to bave discovered tbe true art of tbe 
alcbemist — Converting every tbing into gold. 
Wberever I bave yet been in tbis country, tbe 
Jews are tbe bankers, and tbe bankers conse- 
qaently jews. I bave known some instances 
wbere seventy crowns were borrowed to be repaid 
ät a montb witb one hundred ! and so on in pro- 
portion« Tbey are tbe only depositories of tbe 
public purse. Wben public fimctionaries want 
money tbey contract witb a Jew, and bere there 
liiay be little or no imposition — tbey bave a cer- 
tain.cbeck upon tbe lender; but to young men 
wbo seek temporary accommodation in tbis cbannel 

—and tbere is no otber — ruin is next to inevitable. 

« » * 

• 9tb. — An unfortunate country woman tbis morn- 
ing presented a petition to tbe royal travellers. It 
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is one of the many sickening tales whJch we liear 
on the Continent, (oo frequenlly got up expres, 
with a market! aUention to stage effect. But far 
be it frora me to insinuate a woid againsC the mo- 
üves of the presetit suppliant. Keal misery ex^- 
ists, and preseiits itself to the eye under too many 
different forms to admic of Classification. If, in 
the garl) it wenrs to-t!ay, we recognise noiie of 
the cliaracteristics which have moved us by their 
palpable evidence on sonie former occasion, we 
may consider it as oniy a new variety of the same 
species ; a fresh scene h) the ever-tragic drama of 
human life. 

T^ fair petitk>ner was oiice happy ; happy as 
a warm heart and ripening hopes conid make her ; 
and would have cuntinued so : but love, in evil 
hour, and in the guise and gail of a Fiench iam- 
&om; beat a charge upon her heart. She, poor 
souI, though greatly takeii by surprise, made a 
long and desperate resistance, fully resolved thaC 
her little fortress, tliough all unoianned, should 
never succumb — at least to a French tambour. 
All this slie Said to herseif, and repeated it ngaia 
and agaln. But while she did so, the formidable 
tambour continued also to repeat his cliarge, rat- 
tat-too, all at her heart. How it happened she 
does not remember; but one morning, by some 
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unaccountable ov^rsight, she was thrown ofF her 
guard) and what do you think the tambimr did ? 
He took advantage of that accident, and reiterated 
the siege with such precipitation, that at every 
roll of his drum-sticks her heart quaked, and the 
fears of womanhood overwhelmed her. ' 

It soon became evident that the fortress could 
not hold out much longer, — that was certain ; yet 
did she neither lose her self-possession nor her 
ingenuity, as any other would have done. A very 
dever thought suggested itself — a sudden deter- 
mination to make her escape ! As for surrender^ 
r -did any body think for a moment that she 
would surrender ? No ; she would sooner throw 
berself from the window, — a desperate thought 
under desperate circumstances. But there was 
no alternative. — With the bound of an ante- 
lope she leapt and feil — into the arms of the 
tamhour l Now this was nothing less than a 
manuoevre of the arch-enemy of womankind. 
What could be done ? Nothing ! Could she 
help it ? Certainly not ! Things had come to 
the worst. She now feit herseif a helpless damsel 
in the k^eping of a dragon — a French dragoon 
too, who, it is well known, is never forward in 
releasing his prisoner; less so, if English; and 
least of all, if an English damsel« Well, it could 
not be very long before there would certainly be a 
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pcace and a general exchange of prisoners, and t^ca 
slie would be quite sure of regaining her freedoin. 
This was a very ingenious, comfortlng thonght; 
so she deterniined lo abide the results of an ex- 
pected peace. She did so ; but when ihal peace 
arrivedj ber peace, poor soulj was gone, iambour 
and all ! 

Her wliole siirviving stock of this world's pros- 
perity was the miniature of a tambour, en g^and 
appareil, and another of bardly larger dimensions 
baiiging in her arms — her Utile all, but all to 
her ! As dear, she declared to me, as If the one 
hnd died with a marshal's baton in bis band, and 
tbe olher had been appoinied a bttle lord of the 
Chamber to the little king of Rome ! Every body 
was Struck with her appearance, and deeply af- 
fected by her story. None had tbe heart to 
reproach her, Sbe looked so piteously in her 
cliild's face, and then at the speaker, tbat one 
could not in conscience expect her to be sorry for 
what sbe had done. Enough of sorrows may be 
yet in störe for ber. It was not oiir province to 
censure, but to impart, where we could, a little 
sunshine, a little comfort, and a little encourage- 
tnent These were severally communicated. The 
illustrious travellers made her a liberal donation; 
the example was foliowed by othei's; and, in 
L 2 
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bestoWmg this welcome boünty, accompaiiied with 
a seasonable maxim, she dropped me a low 
courtesy, and, modestly shutting her eyes to pire- 
vent, no doubt, the escape of tears in the presence 
of strangers, promised me in pathetic terms never^ 
to do so any more I then, fondling her Male tambour^. 
whispered, — " Viens, mon petit, maintehant' je. 
saurai t'acheter un beau tamböur ! Ah, pauvre 
toalheureux ! que ton papa sävait battre le tam- 
böur ! Que je me rappeile de ses bagueltes /" In. 
less than half an hour they were in front of the 
Wiedenhof — the young tambour and his mamma 
4— the former with an instrument of sound as 
large as life, and shaped like a half-cask of 
Hocheimer, which ever and anon the little urchia 
tattooed with a taste and eiFect which made a 
powerful impression upon every ear. For my 
owfi part I was more affected by the circumstance 
than the music. I löok upon precocity of talent 
in general as a melancholy omen — a thing to 
excite more apprehension than hope. In the 
Tocabulary of human life, brightness too often 
implies brevity ; and here was a case in point^ 
As I contemplated the marvellous little baguette^ 
which twinkled so ominously in the hands of the 
miniature tambour, I feit for the poor mother, 
who seemed to feel for herseif. But whether she 
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sheti tears of joy or tears of apprehension, I couid 
not teil — but she shetl tears — and in either case 
I pitied her, It" /;e tiied, thefe was an end of hiin, 

pei'haps of both ; her desolatioii was cerlain 

Not so destitiite, neither. Still she would have ' 
tlie pride to thhik, tbat although carried off in tlie 
bud, he had made niore noise in the world than 
many who have ten times outnumbered his years. 
But] suppose that he should live ; suppose that he 
should tread in the thundcr of his ancestors ; 
suppose, finally, that some ill-starred damsel 
should rehearse the drania of the siege — that the 
arch-ench anter should tempt her also to the win- 
dow, and thence precipate her into the arms of a 
second tanibour ! Under such apprehension I 
feit it a becoming, an imperative duty, to warn 
cerlain young people of all I had seen, heard, and 
surmised. Accidents suggest reniedies : the most 
trivial incident may convey a moral or curb a 
propensity; and where there is a chance of so 
doing, it were little short of felony to withhold the 
nieans, however humble : so I expatiated empha- 
tically upon this heavy topic, exhorting each to 
keep constandy before her eyes the sage proverb 
which saith, — • > 

Look before ye leap, or borrusv 

PaBtiingJoy witli lasting sorrow, 

L 3 
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All were .evidently affected« One in her sim- 
plicity of beart assures me that should sh^ be 
ever tempted to jump from a window, it should be 
into the arms of a bandsome English-^ not a 
French — tambour. This is satisfactory. 

Much may be leamt upon a tour ; — 
Mveq morals from a French Tajnbour» 



lOth. — Met the ex-KiNG taldng bis solitary 
evening walk in the gardens. He is a man of 
imposing exterior, with a firm iipright military 
^rt. His dress, in cut and colour» that of an 
JEnglish gentleraian ; — blüe coat, gilt buttons, 
fastened dose round the gorge; light blue paxi- 
.taloons ; well polished Hessian boots ; and a cane 
ifif oMisiderable weight and dimensions. He ob- 
served, with an air of suspicion or scrutiny, every 
indlvidual that passed. A person of his pecuUar 
eecentricities of mind, and stränge vicissitudes of 
worldly circumstance, must always excite curiosity 
and attention wherever he appears; but individuals, 
I am told, have carried this propensity a little too 
far, so as to forget the delicacy and courtesy due 
to, and expected by, the royal exile. Tbis it also 
appears he has both remarked and resented, and 
in terms surpassing verbal renionstrance. He is a 




man of impetuoiis temperameiit ; and this, fostered 
by Üie proud accessaries of family history, reiiders 
him n little over-seiisitive on the point of etiquette, 
find prone to resent any tliing that appears to in- 
fringe lipon his prerogative. Not long siiice b 
person of consideration, attracted by ihis royal 
phenomenon, carried his curiosity so far as to 
foltow liim in his evening walk, which led to a 
challenge; the gentleman, however, excused him- 
seif the inlended honour, on the plea of inferior 
rank. 

Nunieroiis anectiotes are in circulation respeot- 
ing tlie last of the Swedes ; sonie creditable, others 
extreraely bizaire, I am caiitioned, in case I 
ehould meet liitn again, not to express the slightest 
curiosity by look, word, or nianner, as he will not 
bear to be stared at Yet, notwithstanding his 
sensitiveness on this point, he takcs his usual walk 
at that period of the day when the gardens are 
most frequenled, and when it is the exclusive busi- 
ness of the evening to talk and to stare. 

Matence, Tuesday. — On leaving the palace 
of Biberich to-night, the Duke's fine horses were 
attached to the carriages, and mounted by the 
court postilions. The night was then, as it now 
is, darker than might be expected at this season ; 
but this inconvenience was.completely obviated by 
X. 4 
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A detacfament of hussars and torch-bearers, who 
tbrew abundance of light and glitter along the 
road. The cottage-doors were thronged as wc 
passed, and their Royal Higbnesses entered the 
own of Mayence in triumph. The scene was9 
tpartieularly fine, as the eavalcade passed the Ion 
bridge of boats. — The torch-liglits were reflected 
far afeng the water, and the guard drawn up for 
die occasion presented arms as the Royal cortege 
reached this bank of the Rhine. The Duke of 
Nassau is confined to his apartment at present, in 
eonseiquence of an old wound. Like Achilles, His 
JHighness was foi^nd to be vulnerable only in the 
heeh . . 

> : Bibench, with all the disadvantages of the late 
hour at whicb we arrived, appears to be a splendid 
residence« The court retcHners, who tumed out 
OD the occasion, were numerous. The household 
pfficers appeared in their gala uniforms. The mag- 
nificeht staircase and halls, among the finest in 
Europe, were brilliantly lighted up. The limited 
conversation which I enjoyed with one of the 
Duke's aides-de-camp has lefl a very agreeable 
Impression. He had been much in England, and 
admires both the country and the people. AI- 
though only two bours at Biberich, I have left it 
with sentiments per&ctly reciprocal. 



^ 
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Note. — The Emperor Charles VII. died at 
Munich in the fovty-seventh year of his age ; illus- 
trious for his virtues, but worn out with anxieties 
and disappointments. He left behind him this im- 
portant lesson ; — " Le plus haut degre de Ja grafh- 
dew humaine, peut eire le combli: da malhew ! " 

1 Sth. — En route Nay, never talk to rae df 

your calm, composed, collected men, — palterns of 
insensibility and patietit endiirance ; — mere milk 
and water. .... The air, were it never agitated 
by the venti bacchantes, would soon be unfit for 
respiration. The stream, if long flowing with a 
smooth, noiseless, unvaryuig current, would at 
length be choked up with weeds .... where the 
winds never blow, the rankest weeds grow. Noi 
— passion, Hke the storm, sweeps the cobwebs from 
the brain; purifies the intellectual attnosphere ; 
purges the sluggish Channels of thelr shme; and, 
by qiiickening the circnlation, cleanses the intricate 
labyrinths of life, and gives fresh zest and vigour 

to existence I cannot away with your stoics; 

they are oniy less than flesh and blood Your 

quiet, docile men die of sheer ewiui long beforc 
their day. — Your choleric, on the contrary, live 
and keep others living. . . . Does not your very 
sumpf er 'lauXe, after being jaded with the tc»>g 
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Bniform mar cb, — the staid and stately step, — by 
being pricked into a hobble-trot, acquire new 
vigour from the change ? . . . . The sap mounts the 
tree in a storm ; the air is oxygenized ; the stream 
is cleansed by the tempest ; and the mind of man 
is never so serene as just after some salutary gast 
of passion. Nothing so irksome, so utterly life- 
lesS) as a dead ealm af sea ; nothing so insufFerable 
as a geixtle, compromising, ever-and-ever resigned 
,spirit on shore. Keep stirring, my boy ; — keep 
idways stirring;- — man is made for actioriy woman 
for €<mtemplation ! Your brooding men are the 
■ ■ ■ ! When o£Pended, crossed, disappointed, 
they will neither express their feelings nor forget 
them : — • no ; they will brood on in darkness, like 
the blind mole in his burrow. No burst of passion ! 
— true, they will sulk on; dissatisfied with them- 
selveS) and with every one eise; with neither 
eourage to teil their offence, nor philosophy to 
overcome it. They always appear with a smoiilder- 
ing cloud upon their brow, like a smothered vol- 
cano, — wasting away within, and burning the 
attenuated crust, by which it is hemmed in, thinner 
and thinner, tili at last some fearful explosion take^ 
place, and there's an end. Those little sudden 
squalls are extremely salutary ; they are a sort of 
safety valve by which the great boiler of the brain 
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is secured from the dread of explosion A 

sbarp storm and soon over for me 



Entering Bacharach, tlie ruins of St. Werner's 
church pvesent a fenture of sombre, stately niag- 
nificence. Crowned by the vast and imposing 
ruins of StaLek, heigbteneJ and iniproved by the 
strongly contrasting objects around, the scene is 
well caiculated to niake a lasting impresslon. Tlie 
church is a beautiful, but mutilated, remnant of 
Gotliic architecture. 

Bacharach has long enjoyed a high reputation 
for the escellence of its grape. The accllvity 
rising above the town is covered with luxuriant 
yineyards, wUose produce has received the bibatur 
of both papal and imperial anthoritj. Pius II,, 
who travelled in Germany as JEneas Sävius, tasted 
the gi'ape of Bacharach, and was so much pleased 
and captivated by its flavour, that he ordered a 
large supply to be forwarded annually to bis 
cellars in the Vaticaii. The Emperor Wenceslas, 
of bibacious memory, gi^anted to the Nurembergers 
certaln important liberties and indemnities, on the 
sole conditlon of their furiiishing him in retura 
with three tuns of tlie vvine of Bacharach. 

Of bis Irnperial Majesty's predilection for the 
cboicest grape many historical anecdotes are in 
circulation. Alt authors coinclde in the fact, tlmt 
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ite was very little annoyed by his sudden reverses 

of Station as a degraded potentate. The .odei$ 

of Anacreon appear to have been his text book* 

He drank under the apprehension that the 

time might come when he could not drink« He 

wrote to several of the imperial towns, statiiig^ 

that. he exacted from them no other pledge of 

attachment to his person and government, thaa a 

few tuns of their best wine. One day a messengeyr 

«rrived in great trepidation, to announce that the 

royal chateau of Vicegraden had been suddenly 

humt to the ground. " And my cellars," hastily 

interrupted the Eniperor; ^^ has the disaster in- 

jured my wine ? " — " No, sire," replied the mes- 

"senger; ** your Majesty's cellars have suiFered 

noÜiing." — • " Well, well, then," rejoined Wen- 

xeslas "theloss is but small, — provided that my 

vnfie he not damaged I am content ! " 

♦ * * 

PowerfuI eflFects I perceive may arise from very 
«nimpottant causes« Under certain circumstances 
of time, place, and intellectual susceptibility, the 
most simple, even unmusical, sounds excite emo- 
tions, and leave impressions which we can neither 
account for nor overcome. 

This conviction was brought more home by the 
post bugles as we left St. Goar« I thought their 
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wild tommirigltng notes the most elTective musio 
I had ever heard. They are saitl to be of re- 
mote origin, to have retained their pathos and 
simplicity amid all the complicated refinements of 
niaster and amateur, whlch have so industrionsly 
subdued and disguised many of the stirring or 
melting alrs of antiquity. In Germany, as else- 
where, intricacy and ^' execution" begin to ex- 
patriate many of the old favourites of *' ioiow and 
hall : " or if retained, they are blasted by the very 
breath employed to recommend them, — flourished 
and frittered away into the nothingness of a modern 
eavatina. In miisic as in architecture, simplicity 
is the Soul of grandeur and effecC. Long may tbe 
f' Bügle march " of the Rhine escape the cum- 
broiis accompaniments of Motisieiir, and the la- 
borlous variations of the Signor his brotlier. 



■ Aix-la-Chapelle, Saturday. — The case was 
distressing, the scene such as the eye shrinks from 
with horror. I may safely assert, that there was 
not one dry cheek among the bystanders. 

" Never mind, Willis," said the lady, who 
appeared to feel most interested in this tragicaL 
event, and whose very heautiful features had ac- 
quired additional chai-ms from the cloud of 
soflened melancholy that now rested upon them. 
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** Never mind, Willis, — empty the impericA ,• lay 
them one by one upon this table ; perbi^s it may, 
after all, be not quite so bad aiä you think/' 

" Ah, Madam ! " replied Willis; with a vcry 
significant shake of the heäd, and ptxxseeditig to< 
obey her mistress's directions. " Ah, Madam ! *' 

The first article which was taken froai the 
imperial, and which had served as a sorj; of pro- 
tection to others of a more delicate textur^ was a' 
rieh manfeau of pure cerulean, Uned^wlth white 
taffeta : this, with the exception of a little rumpling 
and irregularity in the fokls, appeared tb have^ 
sustained little injury. The next was a white 
muslin dress, or rather that had beeh vohite, for 
its original hue was now disputed by at least one 
hundred spots, which gave it more of the ap- 
pearance of an ancient parchment than of a 
fashionable morning dress. 

The scene that followed was more appalling. 
A beautiful crimson robe^ covered by an elaborate 
&et-w(^k of the riebest lace, looped with diamonds» 
and such as would faave set off the fairest belle at 
the last drawing-room, was now — indeed I have no 
words to express the absolute consternation that 
infused itself into the looks of all present A mo- 
mentary shudder passed round the little circle — 
they looked at the 07ice beautiful robe^ and then 
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iooketi at one anolher ; but the sÜent agony of the 
moment was not relievetl by a single expression : 
— the very fiinction of respiration seenied for the 
tiine suspended : — the expression of a Niobe was 
nothing to this ! 

As in the natural world the electric flash is 
often foüoweci by the thunder and the shower, 
so it happcned on the present occasion, — the 
first electric shock of grief and astonishment was 
succeeded by tears. These, however, did not 
flow in silence, but were internipted by bitter 
invectivea against some person or persona un- 
known. Despair is often productive of a courage 
which would astonish those who are well with 
themselves and the world, and know not what it 
is to have lost tlieir all. It was far otherwise 
witli tlie hidy who there stood with clasped handa 
and Streaming eyes, like one of those weeping 
Magdalenes whom it is more dangerous to en- 
counter in sorrow than in smiies. Raphael knew 
this; but had he ever met with a scene like the 
present, it had now been worth 5000 louls. She 
had courage sucli as despair only could inspire. 

" Take it out, Willis," said she, '-' take it out ! 
I can now look upon ic with iiidifierence. I 
was taken by surprise." She miscalculated. The 
sight overcame the stoicism with which she be- 
lieved herseif armed. That beautiful dress, in 



160 FRONTIER CATASTRaPHE. 

whicb she had moved the ^* fairest of the fair,*^ 
was spotted like a leopard, — totally destroyed I' 
Another robe brodee en salin had met the same^ 
&te. Every tbing, in short, which was capobie' 
of contamination, had shared the catastrofdie^ 
^^Your very chemises, ma'am," ejaculated WiU; 
liS) as she approached the under layer, **are- 
spotted quite as bad as the dresses." — " YöuprcNi 
voking creature ! " interrupted the lady ; — then/i 
in a softemed voice, " Well, well; I must bear k^ 
as I may." — ** Yes, ma'am, truly ; but to look at» 
that charming dress, in which every one said yoa 
looked so beautiful -^ so elegant — so — »- and when * 

Captain L and Lord P did nothing but 

sigh and gaze, and gaze and sigh, — and then, 
ma'am.'' ..." Hush, Willis, no more, — pray no 
more ; — now that I am cool, and can hear the 
account with indifference, teil me exactly how the 
disaster happened." 

^ I will teil you exactly^ ma'am. It was at that 
place they called the barrier. The Prussiar, I 
think Thomas called it. — Pray, ma'am, are we 
not now in Prussiar? " 

" Yes, yes," answered the lady impatiently, — 
" proceed." * 

" Well, I am sure I shall remember Prussiar 
as long as /live. * And so, ma'am, it was, as I 
said, at the barrier ; — you may remember it by 
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the black and vhite checket! tree that hangs over 
the road ; — well, ma'am, as you know, when 
these horrid men came and looked into the 
carriage, and questioned you as if j/of* had been an 
arrant smuggler, — says you to nie, ma'am, says 
you, ' Go, Willis, and open the iviperial, and show 
the officers,' as yon calied them, — but, oh ! ma'am, 
how unlike the officers of the guards, Captain 

F and . . . ' Go,' says you, ' Willis, and show 

them the conteots of the trunks.' Indeed, ma'am, 
I thought you were far too condescending ; but 
as I always minds my missis's Orders, I lakes the 
keys, but says I to myself, ' I'll make the officefi, 
as they're calied, a. little more respectable ;' — so 
when the imperial was taken ofF, I unlocked it> 
' Ay,' says I, ' you may well look ! It will be 
long ere you see such beautiful dresses again, and 
yet missis has others far more beautifiil at home.' 
.... Saying this, I shut down the lid sharjily, 
intcnding to lock it, when — would you believe it ? 

— they, the unpolished rufSans, — they absolutely 
wrenched the keys out of my hands, — pushed, 

— only think of pushing a lady ! I mean a ladi/e 
lady, — pushed me away, aiid began to ransack 
every thing I had folded so nicely ! O the barba- 
rians ! I could have — however I suppressed my 
indignatioD] for I found they did nol understand 
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a Word of pure English more than they did 
jEDanners, — - so I stood and looked on, and would 
bave Said nothing, but at length they came to 
that süperb dress, -^ the beautiful pink-andi- 
pearl ; — there it lies ! They thrust their odious 
hands into it, rumpied it all over, and threw it 
back into the imperiall — I could not bear this,— 
for I have a bold spirit. * So,' says I, rushing 
in amongst them, and pushing them aside with 
all the strength I was mistress of, so, says I, 
* this is the way you show respect to ladies of my 
mistress's rank ; — this is the way, is it ?' But 
before I could finish, for I was bursting with 
indignation, the savages set up a horse laugh, 
and one of them taking me rudely by the 
arm grinöed in my face ; (la ! ma'am, how ugly 
iiieir mmtackios are !) and pointed with his finger 
— Oh ! mercy ön us, what a sight ! I still 
tremble at the recoUection of it, — the huge inkr 
bottlCf which the barbarians but a minute before 
held in their hands, — there it lay upon your 
beautiful pink-and-pearl ! — empty, totally empty I 
its Contents ßowing in all directions among your 
splendid ball-dresses and morning dresses ! — 
my goodnessl I thought I should have gone 
blind at the sight ! — indeed I was blind for 
a time, — for I saw ink, — nothing bqt ink ! 
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But I did not lose the use of my speech, as some 
others might have done, — no, I soon found 
words, and turning round to them, says I — " 
— " Stop, stop, Willis," interrupted the lady, wlio 
was not a little agitated during the recltal of the 
catastrophe, " you need pvoceed no &rtker. I 
see exactly how the matter Stands. Your in- 
temperate and injudicious zeal in my service 
has been productive, as it too frequently is, of 
conscquences which are irreparable. Had you 
suffered the officers to do their duty without 
molestation, I had still had my wardrobe such as 
it was when l left Lipsley Park, Indeed, I have 
only to thank j/OK, Willis, for the trouble and incon- 
venience to which I am now reduced, — a pretty 
mackerei truly to be presented at Katzenellen- 
bogen ! " Willis, who was evidently struggling 
under the weight of much that was still unuttered 
in her defence, was prevented from reiteration by 
her mistress suddenly quitting the room, and 
desiring that the imperial might be arranged for 
immediate departure. 

" There again," muttered the ofFended Abigail, 
" there again ! Never otherwise ! No tbanks tbr 
the spirited manner in which I acted. Well, 
there's no help for it: — ' One must be contented,' 
as the man in the play says, ' to do good for pure 
M ü 
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conscience-sake — and continue to practise virtue^ 
and all that, although it bring neither pr;aise nor, 

pin-money ! ' That 's the life poor Willis leads."; 

• # • # • 

Brüssels, 15th. — About a league from this^^ 
an accident occurred to the chariot, which ha^s^ 
obllged their Royal Highnesses to halt for repairs^^ 
These of course will be as slo.wly expedited ^^, 
possible. It is neither for the interest of the 
Bellevtiey nor the coachmaker, that the honoqr^ 
of this unexpected visit should be unnecessari|y„ 
curtailed. Despatch would materially afiect th^ 
amount of the bill ; — delay will most certainly add. 
to it. Being a providential occurrence, too, it is tp, 
be estimated accordingly ; and the money intended 
for Ghent will be equally acceptable at Brüssels.. 
In twenty-four hours or so the royal party will be 
allpwed to proceed. No tradesman of the place^ 
can rectify the accident in less time. Yet it is but 
a trifle, and under any other circumstances might 
be easily remedied. But where there exists a 
friendly understanding, and a mutual interest to 
promote delay, both master and man appear in- 
corrigibly duU of comprehension. They will neither' 
see, nor reason, but in one way, — to proceed is,, 
therefore, impossible, — but to wait quietly at the 
hotel exceedingly proper and desirable. " Where, 
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IS there better fare, finer apartments, more English 
comforts, or more systematic attendance, than at 
the Lotel Bellevue?" — " No where." — " Be 
thankfui, then, tliat thiiigs are as they are ,■ that 
nothing so serious occitrred which may not now 
be converted to amusement. The day is delight- 
fui, the park füll of Company, the city fuU of 
curiosities, the streets cheerful and conimodious; 
your countrymen at every corner, novehy and 
amusement every where ; — music at the cathedral, 
minuets at the * Concert Noble,' military bands 
on the boulevards, 'La Dame Blanche' at the 
theatre, jugglers in the marke t-place, flower-girls 
in the Place Royale ; — bot these are not half 
of what we can boastj we have convents and 
casernes, hospitals, palaces, Colleges, Chambers of 
parliament, of commerce, of agriculture ; we have 
hterary clubs, literary men, phüosophers of all 
sects, royalists, regicides, renegades,'phiIanthropists, 
and public benefactors ; the former headed by the 
Äbb6 Sieyes, the latter, by Sir Föns Mannekin, — 
the oldest Citizen in Brüssels, by al least half a 
Century, He is visited by all your compatriotes, 
and, although of patriarcba! years, is still youth- 
fiil in figure and appearance ; you must vi^iit him 
by all means. His name, as I said, is by far the 
oldeüt on the civic list, and Iwill be bold to assert 
M 3 
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that he has not his equal in Europe." — " What, 
I enquired, " is he older than our famous York- 
shireman ? " — " By seventy years at least" — 
*' Wonderful ! Does he still retain the use of hife 
&culties ? '*— " He does not say much, his recep- 
tion of strangers is coolyhnt so unconstrained, so un^- 
disguisedi that a single interview, will be as göod as 
len.'^ — " Shall I require no introduction ? *'— "No- 
thing of the kind ; he neither Stands on ceremony 
bimself, nor expects it from others. There is 
nothing artificial about him; you will find him 
perfectly natural and unaffected in every thing he 
does."^ — " Shall I dress ? " — " You may as well ; 
it will show your respect for a person of his age 
$nd elevation. He has himself a very splendid 
dress which he occasionally wears; it was pre- 
sented to hini by Louis XV." — " Prodigious ! " 
• — " Perfectly true; he was a distinguished Citizen 
even Mew." — " Impossible ! " — "Well, then, call 
upon him ; he will teil you what he teils every one 
eise, — he, I assure you, makes no secret of any 
thing." — " I will, and immediately : why he niust 
be older than Nestor?" — " Older? ay, andwiser 
too." * 



* By those who have been in Brüssels the result of this 
Visit will be readily understood. 
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Ten o'clock. — Colonel Cooper, chamberlaiti to 
the Duke, and his fricDd, Dr. Sayer, have arrived 
to pay tlieir respects. Introducing me to the 
Colonel) His Royal Highness observed, — "Cooper 
is an old pfaysician, one of your own profession, 
but preferring, he says, military tactlcs to medical 
statistics — don't you, Cooper?"* Whntever may 
have been the Colon el's form er profession or 
actual piirsuits, he is evidently a great and pri- 
vileged favourite with the Duke. Dr. Sayer has 
been severol years resident in Brüssels, equally 
distinguished as a man of science, and as a prac- 
tical physician. He has enjoyed the ftatteriDg 
countenance of the reigning family, and was a 
personal and confidential friend of the late la- 
mented Duke of Kent. He is now on his return 
to London, vvhere his talents will iienceforth be 
lexercised in a more extended sphere. 

Moming, nine o'clock. — A deputation from the 
Eoglish lesidents waited upon His Royal High- 
ness with a preface of loyal congratulation, fol- 



* This dütinguiibed individual had afterwards the honour 

aCtend the Lord High Admirai to Portsmoiith, &c. He 

I entertained their Royal Highnesaes on their returc Ihruugh 

I Bath ; was created Sir Hutton Cuoper, Bart, and (lied in 

I63D, umveraally regretted. 
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lowed by a petition in b^half of the ch^el now 

built, or building. 

• ♦ • 

« . . ■ ■ ' 

Ghent, 17th. — After spending a few dajTS 
hisre with the Duke and Duchess of Weimar, their 
Royal Highnesses will embark for England. Fre- 
viously to this, a visit to the field of Waterloo, 
Quatre Bras, &c. is proposed. His Boyal High- 
ness will be accompanied by the Duke of Weimar, 
whose personal reminiscences of those eventful 

days will give a two-fold interest to the pilgrimage. 

* * * 

Antwerp, 20th. — The tour is now on the eve 
of a happy conclusion. The Sovereign yacht lies 
in the Scheldt, and to-morrow morning their 
Royal Highnesses will embark for England. 

It is pleasing to reflect that during a journey of 
such length and variety, through the less fre- 
quented circles of Germany, neither hurt nor 
accident has occurred to any one. His Royal 
Highness has derived essential benefit from the 
tour. His confirmed State of health is a topic of 
frequent remark with himself, and of gratifying 
Observation with others. Air and exercise, in 
their due time, place, and proportion, seldom fail 
in imparting strength and stability to the Con- 
stitution. In the economy of health they are of 
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first-rate impcn*taDce. There is probably no country 
in Europe where, under the regulations stated» 
they will be productive of more certain pleasure 
and advantage, than in the provinces of the Rhine» 



Of these no more; — the crested foam 
Around the bark is Streaming, 

And Stars that point to Freedom's home 
Along the waters gleaming. 

The breeze hath nobly fill'd the shroudsy 
And mom from ocean waking — 

Yon distant clifTs, like summer douds. 
In welcome light are breaking. 

There, many a tall and statdy jnast 

Along the wave careering, 
Glides gaily on before the blast, 

Far h^ice, or homeward, steering. 

There, peals of mirth, or pangs of woe, 
From maay a deck are starting ! 

The heart's conflicting ebb or flow— 
The meetmgy or i\iQ partmgt 
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Mäkcii 15th, 1825. — I am honoured with Hia 
Royal Highness's commands to attend bim on a 
second visit to Geimany. The embarkation will 
take place at Woolwich on the SOtli instant. In- 
stead of ihe yaclit as fornieily, their Royal Higli- 
nesses will proceed in a govemment steam-vessel 
to Ostend, and thence to Upper Saxony along 
the Rhine and Maine. The projected tour is to 
occupy six months, and will present a new and 
interesting field of Observation. The luonth of 
June is to be spent at the baths of Ems on the 
Rhine, and the gieater part of Jidy with the 
Queen, at her summer resi<lence in the Black 
Forest. A matrimonial alliance, now on the eve 
of consummation, between ihe reigning Duke of 
Saxe- Mein Ingen and a Princess of Hesse- Cassell, 
gives occasion for commencing the journey thus 
early in the season. Their Royal Highnesses' suite 
will comprise four ladies, five female attendants. 
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the page, and four footmen. Altogether the party 
will include sixteen persons. The travelling equi- 
page, as in 1822, will consist of two landaus and 
a chariot. The journey is to be accomplished in 

nine days from the coast 

• * • 

Dunkirk, March 21. 1825. — Embarked last 
night at Woolwich on board the Royal Comet. 
Saiied at eleven, with the expectation of reaching 
Ostend at two o'clock to-day. By the time we ar* 
rived off the Nore it blew very fresh. Finding that 
we made little way, a consultation was held, and oar 
course changed. We run up to Calais, disembarked 
at one o'clock, proceeded forthwith on our route, 
and alighted here at seven this evening. The after- 
noon has been excessively cold. Captain Usher, 
R. N.^who resides here, has come to pay his re- 
spects to His Royal Highness. 

Ghent, 23d. — On leaving Dunkirk we kept 
close along the beach as far as Furnes : our only 
road the sea sand — but hard and dry. The wind 
was easterly, and piercingly cold. Reached Bruges 
at four p. M., where we dined and slept. The 
evening passed pleasantly in conversation of Italy, 
its painters, poets, and historians. Her Royal 
Highness evinced a thorough acquaintance with 
these subjects. On the present occai^on she com« 
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plains of paln in the slde, and has q slight cough, 
— both of which it is expected will be removed 
hy change of air, and a short residence at Ems. 

Lefl Bruge» this mornlng, and alighted at the 
town residence of His Serene Highness the Duke 
of Weimar at one o'clock. Tiiere is a magni- 
ficence about these old towns of the Netherlands 
which has no parallel with us. There is a vivacity 
in the life, manners, and conversation of the oativeS} 
which is always agreeable to visitors. The place 
d'armes is crowded with militaires. Colonel S— — 
has left with his family for Kent. We are to start 
to-iDorrow at eight, and to sieep at the same inn 
asin 1S22. 

Aix-la-Chapelle, 2Sth, — A short way on this 
side of Tirlemont three conical mounds preseot 
themselves on the right band. Their history Js as 
obscure as that of the pyramids of Egypt. Their 
purpose of erection may probably liave beeu 
similar, — magna componere pai-vis, — monuments 
recordlng the death ofthose whose lives and actions 
had left behind them no raore imperishable record. 
Great men live in tlieir actions, little men in the 
art of the sculptor. How many of those illus- 
trious patriots to whom posterity have erected 
teniples, like Pompey, could hardty find a tomb 1. 
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St Trond is a populous town, and, like all other§ 
throughout the Netherlands, presents a mingled 
series of prosperity, grandeur, and decay. 

The descent towards the city of Liege oflers 
one of the finest views on the Continent, and much 
surpasses those to which the traveller, in quest of 
the picturesque, is more frequently directed. To 
the right and left a rieh cultivated country, inter- 
spersed with a thousand varieties in surface and 
Situation, lay expanded before the eye, tili lost in 
the horizon. There is a saying that Liege is a 
paradise inhdbited iy demons. Whether this has 
reference to the moral depravity, or to the per- 
sonal appearance of the lower classes, — chiefly 
employed at the furnaces, or in the coal-pits, 
' — or to both, I pretend not to say. The dis- 
ciples of St. Francis appear to have a thriving 
Cölony here, who make a livelihood by taking " no 
thought for to-morrow." A troop of mendicants 
received us at the gate, escorted us to the inn, and 
again acted as convoy, when we proceeded on our 
journey, tili they were replaced by a fresh relay. 
Among these lazaroni were several veterans of 
great age and address ; one old sibyl in particular 
exerted a kind of despotic authority over the 
whole troop, — distributing them among the several 
carriages, and levying contributions, ^^poiir Vamour 
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de Dieii" but owing them in reality to a series 
of sLudbd contortions and gesticulations which 
Geldom failed of their object. The road from Liege 
to Achen is a fine ckaiissee, commaiiding de- 
lightrul views of the country, with a rieh undulaling 
surface as far as Baltice, the Belgian and Prussian 
frontier. Here the Prussian slagbaum commands 
attention, and thet/ouannzCT-bespeakshiscommission 
in a table of imposts presented for the traveller's 
" declaration," Woe to bim who shall there be 
detected — per ■oetila mens — as n dealer in things 
forbidden ! 

Saturday, 26tli. — At seven ihis morniug we 
left the gate of tlie Dragon d'Or ; — an inn of 
which, afler repeated trials, I feel it an act <^ 
justice to say one good word at partlng. The 
iandlord of the Dragon d'Or was an ofBcer in the 
French army, and had witnessed and sufFered 
much in his person during the war, and in his 
prospects after it. But, foMune favours the brave« 
and the brave "deserve the fair;" so mine hosEof 
the Golden Dragon hadatlast the reward becoming 
bis deserts. He left the adjustnient of kingdoms 
and provinces to tlie " Holy AlUance ; " and, 
forming a little holy alliance of his own, wbich he 
confirmed by certain preiiminary rites, he thence- 
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forth took upon him to administer the fites g[ 
hospitality to all the World. 

Tfaree hours and a half brought us to Juliers 
over a deep sandy road — numerous hands re- 
pairing it ; but every additional load of the gravel 
employed' augments the inconvenience ; and until 
the chattssSe be restored, or a more perman^it 
matSriel adopted, the road from Achen to Cologne 
will give rise to much waste of time and teoG^er^ 
and much torture to the wretched postp-horses. 

JuLiers is very strongly fortified, and the ditches 
and ramparts kept in thorough repair. In its internal 
aspect and economy it has much of that gloom and 
. ennui which characterise most of the towns, so much 
more securely protected than their neighbours, and 
in time of profound peace have many of the dis- 
advantages of a prison. There is a considerable 
garrison here ; and the work of fortification goes 
still forward, that the work of demolition may be 
more conspicuous some future day« 

The- view of Cologne presented itself on passing 
the heights of Bergheim. At first a long serrated 
chain of hills skirted the horizon, becoming more 
and more distinct as we advanced. Next we ob- 
^.rved ten or twelve towers and spires, of various 
height and dimension, starüng in bold relief from 
the blue sky in which they appeared to floate On 
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thö left the cathedral tower stood alone and pre- 
eminent, As we advanced, a rieh and highly 
cuUivated piain expanded before us, bounded in 
front by the hills of the Rhine, and on the riglit and 
left losing itself in the horizon. Beyond the right 
of the ramparts, which now showed themselves 
in all their renovated and formidable strength, we 
observed here and there a white aail appearing 
and disappearing amid the grove of trees, tbrough 
which it seemed to move. At intervals the glancing 
of water, as it was lost er relieved by intervening 
objects, attracted notice. We now descended, 
passed through a small viliage at the margin of 
the piain, and entercd an avenue of some miles. 
The Sound of the mingied bells, which flung their' 
peal from every spire, feil in pleasing cadence upon 
tlie ear, while the eye was amused with the thou- 
sand objects which diversified the piain, and rose 
in pleasing succession before us. The bastions 
of the city nexl presented themselves. In the 
reconstruction of one on the right of the gate 
several troops of chained qriminals in couples 
were employed, a sight which detracted not a little 
from the beauty of the scene, On the left an ex- 
tensive walled enclosure, beautifully laid out and 
planted with shrubs, flowers, and evergreens, after 
the manner o( Pere-la-Chaise, indicated the Public 
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Cemetery. It is embellished with several harid- 
some sdpulchräl monuments. A few minutes more 
and we passed tlie drawbridge, entered under the 
portcullis, and, threading our course through a 
variety of intricate streets, halted at the post-house» 
On quitting Cologne for Bonn one is equally 
Struck as on entering it with the massiveness and 
multiplicity of its works, the cautious and circuit-" 
ous line of approach, the portcuUis, bastion, and 
counterscarp, &c., upon which the engineer is still 
actively employed. The greatest military ad- 
vantage of Cologne is its natural position, which^ 
is not effectually eommanded by any neighbouring 
eminence. 

The road to Bonn runs through the rieh piain 
already mentioned, at one moment command- 
ing a füll view of the river, at another of detached 
portiöns, and affording a charming Illusion of lake 
and forest, bounded by a long chain of mountains^ 
among which, as they become more defined, the 
eye is directed to the " Seven Hills," the natural 
watch-towers of the Rhine, This part of the 
Valley was formerly the bed of a lake, of which the 
hills on the right served as the original boundary^ 
It is now a garden, and its harvests contribute 
very materially to enrich the granaries of the 
country. 
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Bonn presents an agreeable and imposing 
aspecC as we approach ihe barriers, which, like 
the boutevards of Brüssels, Frankfort, &c., have 
been demolished, and transformed into tasteful 
and extensive walks for tbe inhabltants. 

On a neighbouring Hill theve is a place of 
pilgrimage, tnucii resorted to on holidays; and 
Trom the rieh and beantiFul view it commands has 
the strengest claims upon all admirers of the 
picturesque. We overiook several pilgrims in 
thnt direction. 

As a place of strcngth, Bonn has no longer any 
pretensions. It is entirely commanded by the 
hüls on tbe south and west ; and if tlie art of war 
-is lo be acquired here, it is from the Veteran who 
conductsthe military department of the academy — 
Cedant arma togts ! Bonn is now a favoured 
seat of tlie muses, and possesses a nniversity la 
excellent discipline. The professors have indi- 
vidually gathered fame in the various depart- 
tments of science and Uterature. The yoiing meti 
wbo here prosecute their studies under able and 
vigilant masters arrive in a few years at a degree 
of profieiency which was rarely known to the last 
Generation. 

Studenls from various nations of Europe are 

here in training : tliere are halls appropriated to 

M 3 
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the Protestant and to the Catholic : the professors 
äre equal in the eye of government, which has pro- 
vided liberally for both. 

In the foundation and endowment of this uni- 
versity the King of Prussia has bestowed an im- 
perishable boon upon his subjects, which they 
appreciate and acknowledge in terms of loyalty 
und gratitude. 

Attracted by the character of the various pro- 
fessors, and the distinguishing amenities of the 
place, several families, subjects of other countries, 
have taken up their abode in the town or neighbour* 
hood, that their children may have the benefit of 
the excellent Instructions for which the chairs 
of this university are individually distinguished. 
These advantages are still further enhanced by 
the practical economy which every one here has 
it in his power to adopt. Provisions are abundant, 
fruits and wine proverbially so ; house-rent, — the 
hire of a comfortable femily-house, — does not 
exceed that of a small apartment in England; 
and the climate is mild and salubrious. To the 
painter, the poet, the botanist, and the minera- 
logist, the surrounding country possesses charms 
which at once please the eye, excite the Imagin- 
ation, and in its deeper recesses offers an inex- 
haustible resource to the philosophical enquirer. 
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CoBLENTZ, ä la Poste, 27th. — A little oa 
this side of the gate of Bonn there Js a richly 
carved obelisk, of the most elaborate workmanship, 
purelf Gothic in design, and sufficient of itself, did 
DO other specimen exist, to recommeiid that style 
of architecture : — it is worih a hundred lectures 
on the subjecL It is a votive altar; and, notwilh- 
standing the Symbols of religion with which it is 
covered, it has had the good fortune to survive 
the revolution, and is stiJl an object of devout at- 
traction to the pilgrim. 

The Godesberg never falls to attract particulaT 
notice from tlie traveller, and to prompt liistorical 
enquiry. It presenls itself in the form of an ia- 
siilated irregulär cone, crowned with tlie remains 
of a feudal Castle and fort ; the walls of which are 
still in preservation, and such as would aßbrd 
to the possessor security and coinfort ,■ the latter 
much more probable from the rieh and luxurianC 
vinei/ard with which three sides of the cone are 
covered as the season advances. 

In whichever way this chäteau is approached, 
it is equally picturesque and striking : its shape 
and insulated position give it more the appearance 
of a work of human labour than a production of 
nature. The road runs tlirough the TiUage at- 
tacked to it, and on the right b overhung by a 
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part öf the north wall, where the acclivity is vfery 
steep^ planted with shrubbery, presenting an aii^ 
of mixed grandeur and antiquity calculated to 
make a powerful Impression, and offering a striking 
subject for the pencil. A little beyond this village^ 
on the right, are some celebrated baths, whichare' 
well frequented, 

The^country now becomes more romantic at 
every step, and the stranger feels his mind carried 
forcibly back to the days of feudal domination« 
The " Seven Hills " stand like so many land- 
marks in the stream of time, — each with its tales 
of excitement or terror, — each with its warlike 
records and romantic legends ! ■ _ > 

The road presents a gentle ascent; the prospect 
expahds ; beauties in fresh developement crowd 
upon the eye ; the traveller is bewildered amid the 
numberless objects that at once court attention and 
excite admiration : of these the möst prominent is 
the ruin of Drachenfels, on the opposite bank of the 
Rhine. To draw a comparison between the rock 
cm which it is built and the ruin, the latter looks 
like a seaman on the mast-head of a seventy-four. 

Here the left bank of the Khine is precipitous ; 
and one woody clifF overhangs another, tili the 
leaves of the highest are seen dimly fluttering in 
the horizon, with grey rocks at intervals rising up 



in rugged relief throiigh the bursting foliage, and 
diversifying the scene. At a depth of some hun- 
dred feet the river rolls over a broad Channel, and, 
expanding into two arms, enctrcles in its bosoni 
the sacred Island of Nonnenvierder. 

Projecting from a rock that shoots up like a 
promontory, tlie tiaveller's obsei-vation is directed 
to the remains of an arch, like the lofty oriel of 
some ancient cathedral. It commands a. füll view 
of the little Island below, and from which it is 
separated only by the road and the river. Ät the 
time it was built a more formidable barrier ex- 
jsted, The one was the abode of peiiitence and 
prayer, — the living tomb ofinnocenceandbeauty; 
— the other was that of heroic, enduring passion ; 
passioQ which extingnished all others, — purest 
and strengest under the füllest Impression of its 
hopelessness ; passion which glowed the brighter, 
as the vital chords on which it preyed became 
more and more feeble; tili at last the frame it had 
at oiice halJowed and exhausCed was consigned to 
the earth, and its name to immortality. That 
arch is at once the nionument of his love and the 
inausoleum of the lover \ In that little Island rest 
the ashes of one whose beauty was only equalied 
by her misfortunes. On that altar, at which 
she rainistered with a contrite spirit, and pro- 
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noanced her yow, she laid the last sacrifice of a 
broken heart. * 

Mayence, 28th. — The rotde Napoleoti is cer- 
tainly one of the finest, if not the very finest, in 
Europe. Travellers on the Rhine ought never to 
pronounce h'is name but with an expression of 
marked reconnoissance. 

The scenery which occupies the space between 
St. Goar and Oberwesel Salvator would have haUed 
as a fit subject for his bold and savage deline- 
ations. It wants only what he could have readily 
snpplied, — a stray brigand here and there to 
give it the greatest interest in the eye of the tra- 
veller, and render it worthy of a Calabrian 
defile. This is by far the most romantic divi- 
sion of the Rhine. On either side the rocks 
overshadow the bed of the river. The hamlets, 
bourgs, Castles, convents, monasteries, &c., pre- 
sent an aspect of great antiquity, and are scat« 
tered in remarkable profusion along the banks. 
Every one of these has its peculiar legends and 
traditions, — all marvellous, and in strict harmony 
with their local habitation. It is rather to be 
wondered at, that, considering the revived passion 
for romantic story, there should be stiU no 

* See, in another part of this work, " A Night in Nonnen- 
werder." 
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detailed history of the Rlienish trsdltions : it is 
probable tliey would elucidate several curious 
points in the history of these and ihe neighbour- 
ing provinces. 

The Gtriking and romantic luins on the right 
have a claim to more than ordinavy attention from 
ihe English traveller; they are the ruins of 
Sckoenberg, the berceau of a farnily distinguished 
even in the time of Charlemagne ; and in these 
lattei- and degenerate days, who has not heard of 
the dauntless Frederjck of Schoenberg ? * After 
making his military debiU, and distinguishing him- 
self in the campaigns of Henry Prince of Orange 
and William III., he signalised himself by a suc- 
cession of viclories over the Spaniards, nnd re- 
establiahed the house of Braganza upon the throne 
of Portugal. He then, says his biograpber, put 
an extingnisher upon the renascent hopes of the 
house of Stuart, and in 1690 became at once 
victorious and immortal on the Boyne. 



Frankfobt, Tuesday agth. — Safely arrived 
on the Maine. We have been most fortunate in 
weather — not a drop of rain since we left Ghent, 
five days ago. Notking could haye prospered 
better than the journey thus far. 
* Schomberg. 
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To-day a very distinguished party dined with 
their Royal Highnesses in the Weidenhqf. The 
Landgrave and Landgravine of Homburg were 
present, and expressed great joy in once more 
welcoming their illustrious relatives to Hesse. 

The Duke of Saxe- Meiningen was married on 
the 23d instant to the Princess Maria Frederica, 
daughter of the Elector of Hesse-Cassel : they 
are ta make their public entrance into Meinin- 
gen in the course of ten days, when the illustrious 
bride will be received by the Duchess Dowager, 
their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess 
of Clarence, and other branches of the reigning 

familv. 

* * m 

WiEDENHOF. — There is a stranger among the 
Company here who is a very great hero. A hero 
in strength, stature, thought, word, and deed. I 
was much entertained with him on entering the 
saHe-d^mangers where he delights every fresh 
arrival by detailing his astonishing personal feats 
at Wagram, 

A gentleman of Rudesheim, an officer in the 
Nassau corps, happened to know his history. 
Having heard his unvarying detail of personal 
prowess on the field, with an expression of some 
impatience and niarked incredulity, he coolly en« 
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quiied " wliether the hero liad been present c 
that memorable day from choice or necessily? 
" From choice, to be sure," answered the other. 
■^"Yes; I knew ^o«f regiment well. You will, 
DO doubt, recall a circumstance wliich I myself 
witnessed on the eve precedJng the battle of 
Wagram." (The hero, as the phrase is, began to 
look oul for squalls.) — " We had in our corps," 1 
continued the olher, " a fiue handsome fellow, 
person much resemblingyourself; but, stränge as it 1 
may sound in the ears of a soldier like you, he dis* 1 
liked the smell of ^t«s.'(i?r ,' So, takingadvantsgeof 1 
the night, be determined to record his courage bya ' 
precipitate retreat ! " (Tlie hero smoked with in- 
creasing vehemence, vomiting forth ihe clouds 
Üe a volcano.) — " Yes ; lie determined to aban- 
don the chance of Immortality for mere common 
existeace, and make his escape. The plan waa , 
ingeniously laid, but the best laid plans are, at 
times, treacherous ; so the picgitefs brought him 
back at the po'mt of their bayonets. Next mom- 
ing he was placed in the van, with other brave 
comrades, and informed ihat the mili/ ■way to 
retreat v:as through the ertmny'sßles ! Poor fellow 1 
he shook like an aspen, or — the pipe you now 
hold in your hand. The result of that day is well 
known ; but what became of our ktro I caiinot 
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pretend to say, unless you may have fallen in with 
him at the Wiedenhqf, where, as I have heard, he 
talks a good deal of fVagf^am" The issue of this 
rencontre may be imagined. Wagram, for the 
present, is an mterdicted topic. 

We are to leiive this early to-morrow, to pro- 
ceed by Ascha£Penburg, the Spessar-wald, &c., and 
to sleep at the Bai/erischenhqfj Wurtzburg. 

Meiningen, April Ist. — Left Wurtzburg yes- 
terday, and arrived here at six p. m. Nothing 
could have terminated more favourably« I have 
endeavoured to perform my duty to the party in- 
dividually, and individually they have expressed 
themselves in a manner most gratifying to my 
feelings. 

The carriages have stood the travelling amaz- 
ingly well; not the slightest accident during a 
journey of so many hun^red miles. 

Great preparations are making for the public 
entrSe of the Duke and his bride to their capital 
on Tuesday. They are now spending the golden 
days at the baths of Liebenstein. Along the 
whole line of road, fifteen miles, which connects 
Liebenstein and the capital, triumphal arches have 
been erected in honour of the occasion. 

On Tuesday night there is to be a general 
Illumination, with balls and concerts. The bustle 
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that here pervades every street, and appears in 
every countenance, contrasts slrongly witli the 
former tranquillity of the place. 



Wednesday, Sth. — Yesterday the grande eniree 
took place. For several miles on the Liebensteiii 
road, DDthing was to he seen but carriages, horse- 
men, and pedestrians, all anxiously expecting the 
Duke and his bride, who commenced their pro- 
greas from the batbs at eleven o'clock. Fol- 
lowing the stream I lefl the capital in good time, 
and took my Station under theportico ofjh-usalem, 
Here the crowd was immense; tlie peasantry in 
particular seemed to bave risen C7t masse, — every 
where, and in every possible manner, evincing 
their loyalty and attachment to the sovereign and 
bis young consort. As far es the eye could reach 
triumphal arches were thrown across the road; 
bands of music stationed at intervals, and the 
inhabitants presenting addresses and congratu- 
lations as they approached. It was a joyous 
ecene. The fine weather contributed greatly to 
enhance the pleasure of the niultitude, and the 
pomp with which the procession was conducted. 
It advanced in the following order : — 

Gens Cannes. 

The Directors of the Post, in füll state-imiforms. 
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followed by twenty postilions in livery, winding 
their bugles after the manner of the country* 
The effect was very good and novel. These were 
succeeded by the Directors-General in their car- 
riages. 

The next were the Yager companies of the 
Upper, Middle, and Lower Forest Departments» 
in handsome green uniforms, preceded by their 
officers, and followed by the masters and pupils of 
the Forest Academy. 

A Company of officers of the palace and magis* 
trates of towns and districts. 
. A large body of the respectable Citizens« 

Various magistrates and others in their robes 
or uniforms. 

The Master of the Horse. 
: The süperb open landau, with Their Serene 
HiGHNESSES, attended by another Chamberlain 
and Master of the Horse. 

The carriages with the ladies and gentlemen of 
the suite. 

Various other carriages, preceded, accompanied, 
and followed by an immense multitude of all 
classes in this and from most of the neighbour-^ 
ing States. 

When the procession reached Walldorf, the 
pews was announced }n the capital by the firing 
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6f Cannon, Here a magnificent arch spanned the 
way with the saluCation, " Welcome," in gold 
letters. Alt the author'ities, civil, militaiy, and 
ecclesiastic, met their Highnesses with various 
testimonies of loyal congi-atulation. An odcf com- 
posed for the occasion, was sung in füll chorus. 
The Jewish communes displayed their loyalty in a 
handsome triumphal arcli, cmblazoned with a very 
appropriate text from the first book of Kings." 
Here also the Rabbis, with the flower of their 
synagogues and schools, took their Station, and the 
Jewish director delivered an address in verae, 
beginning Festlich stehen -wir, &c. ; to which a 
gracious reply was returned. Other triumphal 
arches succeeded; each with appropriate dcvices, 
and covered with green boughs and emblematic 
flowers, ihe first of the season. 

On reaching the heights of Jerusalem, the young 
DucHESs obtained the first view of Meiningen. 
She was received with deafening acclamations, 
and appeared much afFected hy the scene aroiind 
her. The cotiege moved slowly on to the sonnd 
of artillery, bands of music, church bells, song, 
and recitative. Il was a very animated scene. 
All appeared in hoUday costume — most of that 
new, and often very picturesque in cut and appear- 
* Chap.x, ver.8, 9, 
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ance. In approaching the town a State carriage 
was forwarded to receive their Highnesses for 
the entree ; but with good taste it was declined, 
and sent into the rear. 

The entrance to the town was announeed by a 
lofly triumphal arch, with two lateral colonnades, 
omämented with statues, scutcheons, emblems of 
peace^ war, and matrimony. Over the principal 
arch» in gold letters, 

WELCOME ! FLOWER OF MEININGEN. 

The others spoke each its sentiment on the 
occasion. Here were stationed twelve of the 
prettiest young women of the place, daughters of 
respectable bourgeois^ all dressed in snow-whlte 
muslin, and welcoming their young duchess with 
baskets of flowers and appropriate symphonies, 
This was all in excellent taste and feeling. 
Flourishes of trun^ets, ringing of peals, every 
thing, naturell or artificial, that could be niade to 
sing jubilee^f^ welcomed the illustrious palr. As 
they passed under the arch, a füll chorus of 
young men and maidens received them with the 
foUowing anthem, set to the music of ^^ God save 
the King^^ and admirably sung : — 

Von Himmelshöhen schwebt 
Freude, die uns belebt. 
Im Zauberschein. 



^ 
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Tauchie, 6 Vaterland, 
Hier an dem WerraBtrand : 
Senn an Mabia's band 
Zieht Bernhard ein I &c. 

The whole multitude joined in the melody. 
The notes were taken up by othera oti theheights, 
repeated, prolonged, and resumed, with peculiar 
toste and eifect. 

At every few steps fresh songs and addresses 
welcomed the arrival. AU the different establish- 
ments under government sent forth their deputies 
to deliver congratulations and join the procession. 

In the market place a very beautifui temple of 
Hymen had been erected, in Imitation ofthe rieb- 
est Gothic, crowned with five tall minarets ela- 
borately carved, to the pinnacles of wliich were 
attached flags and pennons of various colours and 
designs, Saxon, Hessian, &c. The exterior of 
the temple was covered with appropriate senti- 
ments, religions and political. The interior pre- 
sented two altars, the flames of which were 
assiduously watched by a number of young restals 
dressed in white and green. Here their High- 
NESSES were again welconied by a score of girls 
in gala dresses, with flowers, and a very pretty 
song, well sung) — " Du nahst, erhabnes Paar .' " 
Sic. I obser\'ed that, however the quality of the 



196 PUBLIC ENTRY* 

poetry might vary, the music was always goocl. 
The last was particularly so. 

In the court of the palace, the officers and 
other members of the household, the several 
schoöls and Colleges,, a detachment of the civic 
guard, jand a military band, took their Station.* 
In appearance and arrangement the scene was al- 
together novel and impressive. Their Highnesses 
now entered the arch of the palace gate, received 
aiid foUowed with fresh acclamations. The Duchess 
Mother, the Duchess of Clarence, and the Princes. 
pf Hesse-Barchfeld, were on the steps to welcome, 
the young Princess, and conduct her to her apart- 
Qients. As she stept from the carriage, and re- 
ceived the personal congratulations of her new and 
illustrious relatives, she looked extremely inter- 
esting, at a very interesting crisis. 

The magistrates of Salzungen have caused a 
handsome gold medal to be Struck in comme- 
moration of the marriage, of about five ducats 
value. It represents Hymen and Hope joining 
hands on one side, with the motto Lcetitia Publica. 
On the reverse, two torches, with the inscriptiön 

NUPTIALIA. SACRA. BERNHARDI. ET. MARIiE. PIIS. 
VOTIS. PROSEgUITUR. SENATUS. CIVITASgüE. SAL- 
2UNGENSli5. D. XxiÜ. MaRT. MDCCCV. 
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Vnrious proofs have been presented by deputa- 
tioD to the members of tlie family. 

Thiirsday morning, 6th. — Last night the 
illumination of the town and surrounding villas 
was brilliant beyond any thing I have ever seen, 
except that of St. Peter and the Castle of St. An- 
gelo, The grand triumphal arch, at the north 
entrance to the town was particiilarly admired. 
The devices which were described in variegated 
lampE, evinced great taste and ingenuily. 

The people of a hundred lowns and villagea 
crowded the capital. About ten o'clock the 
reigning family, accompanied by their Royal High- 
nesseS) drove out in open carriages, and madc 
tlie circult of ihe town, amid the relterated accla- 
mations of the joyous muUltude. At all the 
pubhc ofRces and institutions were balls and 
other festive demonslrations. All went merry as 
a marriage bell ! 

I afterwards made the tour of the capital in quiet 
conteniplation of the scene. Taken all in all, it 
presented such a scene of festal doings and de- 
clarations, as I iiever, perhaps, shall witness again. 
There appeared but one object of ambition per- 
vading the entire population, — toevince, byevery 
possible demonslration of word and work, their 
filial devotion to the house of Meiningen, Al- 
o 3 
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diough their joy was noisy at times, it was nerer 
unmimcaly and the mostexemplary order and good 
liumour influenced and pervaded all classes. 

I counted upwards of fifty transparencies» 

tastefhlly executed and disposed. The most re» 

tired streets were brilliantly lighted up, widi 

emblematic devices, and distichs at every window. 

The myriad of lamps which sparkied along tbe 

colonnade, opposite the Duchess Dowager^s viUa 

in the English garden, attracted successive crowds» 

^ iähd elicited bursts of admiration. The lamps were 

^'so arranged as to show the minutest points of archi- 

•tecture to surprising advantage. Upon the frieze 

' (X the temple was the appropriate distich : •— 

■>■ ' . 

Hier seonet die geliebten Furstenkinder die 

GLUCKLICHE MüTTER ! * 

The colonnade was further ornamented with 
the foUowing statues elegantly niched : Hymen: 
Philiay the goddess of friendship; Areta, the 
goddess of Virtue, &c. The whole lighted up 

with many thousands of variegated lamps. 

* « « 

7th, — To-day, I had the honour of dining at half' 
past one with the Duchess Dowager, at her villa 
in the garden. A small domestic circle. Dinner 

* Here, the happkst of mothers implores blessings upon 
her beloved children ! 
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in good English taste, roast beef, fried potatoes, 
an excellent rice-pudding, &c. Converseil of 
Italy with Her Serenc Highness, wheie slie had 
also been, and greatly admired tbe country and 
cltmate. After dinner, the Ducfaess did me the 
tävour to siiow me through her delightfiil re- 
sidence, every part of which is arranged with tliat 
peculiar taste and elegance to which she has a 
long established title. 

• # * 

Friday, 8th. — I had the honour to dine 
with the Duke and Duchess at the palace, by 
special invitation, Dinner at half-past two. The 
iUustrions bride sat opposite, with His Royal 
Highness on her rlght, and Prlnce Ernest of 
Barchfeld on her left, She is very fair ; — blue 
eyes, an elegant figure, and in manner very aai- 
mated, affable, and pleasing, 

Time, morning. — I have here my coffee at 
seven, and attend the Duke at eight, where I con- 
tinue for two or three hours. His Royal Highness 
walks a great deal as nsual ; two, three, or even 
more hours a day. In the evening, I walk or 
drive out singly or in Company, and take sketches 
of the country, which from many points is ex- 
tremely picturesque. 



^ 
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i 9th. -f- The public rejoicings have been sud- 
denly interrupted by a melancholy event, — the 
ileadit of . the Prince of Hoheulohe-Langenbourg, 
the Duchess Dowager*s only brother. He died 
the very evening the public ^«/r^ip took place. I 
r^nember His Highness three years ago, when 
he met the Duke of Clarence on his way to 
vLoaisburg. The same year their Royal High- 
-nesses visited him on their return to England. 
He was then a hearty, cheerful, and healthy looking 
tnan, with apparently many years in reserve. He 
died of apoplexy. He is succeeded by his son, 
jiow a general in the Wurtemberg service.* 

12th« — This morning His Royal Highness 
seems to anticipate his annual attack of asthmä, 
and hopes it will be aoer before we leave this for 
Ems. I do not, however, perceive any immediate 
indication of its approach. .... 

The palace here has been decorated anew since 
the former visit. It contains several süperb suites 
of apartments. Her Royal Highness is much 
better since she breathed her native air. All con- 
tinue well. 

Lord E.'s brother, the Honourable S. Hay, 
is boarded with au ofBcer of this court, for the 

• Anid since manied to the Princess Feödore, daughter of 
Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Kent. 
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purpose ofacquiring the German language, nhich 
is here spoken in great purity. 

Thursday, Hth. — An interesting forenoon's 
amusement to-day. The Prince invited His 
Royal Ilighiiess to visit the cuünary department, 
tlie wiiie celJars under the ground floor of the 
chäteau, &c., which, to strangers, are all objects of 
great curiosity. I had the honour to accompany 
them. At ten o'clock an officer of the court led 
the way. We first walked over the kitchen and 
its dependencies, ali remaikably well arranged. 
The tarder and conserve roonis exclted particular 
commendation. In a room near the kitchen, we 
were surprised to find a handsonie dejeünerd laßnir- 
chette. It consbted of a variety of made dishes; 
comfitf, pätes cücelettes, with several kinds of wine 
served duriug the repast, — includlng, a specimen 
of very old Madeira. 

This over, we proceeded to the caves, which were 
lighted up with äambeaux, and especial ofiicers 
waiting at the entiance. These cellars are of 
vast extent, running the whole length of the pa- 
lace. At the further end a second table was 
spread, but scarcely visible from the distance at 
which we stood. On either band the hogsheads 
and casks formed two continuous rows, leaving a 
patli between them. As we passed along this 
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avenue, specimens of tfae various wines were pre- 
sented in succession ; all of excellent quaiity and 
remarkable vintages. I observed one immense 
hogsfaead with the date of 1683. 

After spending a considerable time in this 
Spiritual region, we emerged once more into open 
day, and were conducted by the Prince over those 
part3 of the palace which had not been pre- 
viously shown. The rooms are lofty, finished in 
the Italian style, and several of them magnificent. 
One is fitted up in the form and style of a grottOy 
though on the third story. Forty carpenters and 
cabinet-makers are at present employed in one 
suite of apartments. 

The young Duchess's boudoir is particularly 
elegant ; designed with classic taste, and elaborately 
£ni6hed. .... 

* ilf üe. 

The Duchess Ida, of Weimar, arrived here from 
Ghent last night The Duke Bernard is gone on 
a voyage to America ; the children are rather ailing. 

There are in His Royal Highness's apartments 
some beautiful paintings of Neapolitan scenery; 
particularly Pozzudi, and that part of the coast; 
so accurate that every house and object preserves 
its strict identity. They appear to be Canalettos^ 
and of great value. 



^ 
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His Royal Highness appears to possess the 
same tact aEtl facility in extracting the cream of 
conversation, which Voltaire is saitl to have had in 
Jeuilleting the merits of a new book, Every man'» 
intellectual or professional resources are in one 
way or another laid under contribution ; but in 
a maniier so pleasing, and imperceptible, ihat 
the contributors seem delighted with what appears 
much more like a profitable exchange tban an 
impost. 

Sunday,Aprill7tfa. — Therewasagrandmusical 
i^tival in the palace chapel to-day. The whcJe 
CDurt attended in State. New music, new dresses, 
and new protestations of devotion, loyalty, and 
attachment to their beloved Sovereign and his 
bride, were severally rehearsed. 

ISth, — To-day their Serene Highnesses haye 
retired from the court gaieties, and taken up their 
abode in the Diike's villa of Beiiihardinum, at the 
entrance of the town. 

His Royal Highness continues remarkably well, 
and appears to have benefited by the late regimen. 
The Duchess is delighted with, and the delight o^ 
her illnstrious family. The late fair accession 
to its number holds forth the promise of perpe- 
tiiating the honours of her house. 
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• ITie young ladies * are both suSering from colds 
taken at the ball. 

SOth. — I am honoured with an invitation to dine 
with their Serene Highnesses at their villa. There 
is to be another ball at court one of these evenings i 
sonie of the splendid dresses intended to be worn on 
the occasion have been obligingly shown nie, and 
I have exclaimed again and again — Magnificentf 
. Friday. — As a father His Royal Highness 
might serve as a model to every parent in the 
British empire. Unremitting attention to their 
iätellectual improvement ; unwearied solicitüde ibr 

1 

their personal comfort and welfare ; and an affec- 
tion limited only by the dictates of prudence and 
good sense, give hlm at once a title to the afFection 
of his family, and to the approbation of every ob- 
server; — in such things every observer is ä com- 
petent judge. Those estimable qualities have 
already had, and are likely to have in a still in* 
creasing degree, a happy recompence. 

That portion of the family with whom I have 
immediate intercourse, and who are now in Ger- 
many for the second time, might well form a topic 
4br pleasing digression while I fill these tablets; 
but in Order to give permanency and efiPect to a 
picture^ the painter must employ shade ; but as I 

* Misses Fitzclarence. 
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have not yet discovcred this essential, I must leave 
the portrnits as nature intended, — in their native 

brightness 

On attendirg the Duke in his private apartment, 
I every morning malie my report respecting their 
health and comfort. A fortnight ago Miss Amelia* 
caught cold, foUowed by Symptoms of a nature that 
demanded prompt and decisive trcatment. During 
the interval, His Royal Highness visiled her at a 
short distance from the chäteau, four or five times 
a day; always suggesting soniething lo engage 
and divert her attention. She has been able to 
resume her usual exercise this afternoon, which 
has afibrded the greatest satisfaction. 



The weather having been very warm of late, has 
expanded the verdure of field and forest. The 
tvhole country looks now as rieh as a Mexican 
mine. f 

Several dinnei's have been given in the garden, 
in a temple for that purpose, attended by a band 
of music, and other agremens. 

There have been almost daily parties to some 
interesting scenery in the neighboiirhood, where 
the evenijigs have been spent in tlie open air. 

■ Sow Lady Falkland. 

■f- Ulis ipeculation was a subjcct oflcn alludcd to, and 
lidiculed at the time. 
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All now begin to long for the sbade and serenity 
of Liebenstein. 

One of these days I am to visit the ruins of the 
Henn^berg, for which purpose His Serene High- 
ness yesterday at dinner ofFered me the use of his 
droshka. 

1 8th. — A splendid ball was last night given at 
court. 

The day of departure for Ems is now fixed for 
the twenty-eighth instant. It is their Royal High- 
nesses intention to dine there, at the Chateavrä-> 
qziatre-'tours on the first of June. The weatber 
promises extremely well for the joumey. I had 
yesterday a conversation with His Serene High- 
ness about Ems. He spent three weeks there 
last Summer, but thinks it a disagreeably confined 
residence. . . . Dined again in the English garden 
in the little temple of the seasons, enlivened during 
the repast by the Duke's excellent band stationed 
in an adjoining shrubbery. 

19th. — I was Struck with the appearance of the 
Werra this moming as we passed the gate. The 
surface, to a great distance, appeared ßoored aoer^ 
as if for the celebration of some gala day. It was 
fiUed with masses of timber occupying the entire 
Channel, and iloating slowly and steadily down with 
the stream. 



^ 
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At tbis season timber floats are frequent, and 
very novel to a stranger at first sight. 

The trees are hewn in the mouiiCains, fashioned 
into all the varieties of building timber, and from 
the spot where they grow precipitaled to the water's 
edge. There they are Hnked together in a seem- 
ingly endless succession, and, under the manage- 
ment of two or more pilots, consigned to the stream. 
At certain distances along the banks of the rirer, 
entrepöts are established, from which the inhabit>< 
ants are at all times supplied with bitllding, or fire 
wood, which is again replaced by succeeding 
floats. 

From the numerous windiogs of the river, they 
require no ordinary share of skill and attention in 
the pilotage, to secure a prosperous navigatioii. 
Occasionally the wholefloatwasarrested or thrown 
into disorder by one untoward log becoming en- 
tangled in the roots or reeds on the low banks, or 
by some abrupt angle of the river ; — then began 
the struggle between skill and obstinacy. 

With this exception, however, it seems a very 
pleasing sort of water-excursion, — not likely to 
disturb the phlegm or Interrupt the smoke of the 
sedate Saxon who pilots the flotilla. 



808 OLÖ HENRI. -^ ANECDOTE. 

SOth« — * Poor old Henri ! wherever I meet hin 
be expresses bis gratitude both loud and long : — ^ 

" O, pless His Highness ! pless bim — pless 
bim ! Wbat you tink ? His Higbness* give me, 
— pless bim ! Wbat you tink ? " 
• ** I dont know indeed, Henri ; but bere is some- 
thing more wbicb you may count over at your 
leisure : it bas a pleasant clink." 

Poor Henri's fluency of speecb was suddenly 
stopped. He could not even repeat 'pless htm l 
but instantly burst into tears, wbicb said more. 

Henry is a trusty old servant, and a pensioner 
on tbe invalid list of tbe reigning famity bere, but 
now worn out witb age and infirm ities. He bas 
äerved, I believe, more tban one line of princes, 
and originally, on tbe sbores of Guinea, perbaps, 
tnay bave been bimself a jprince. 

Monday. — A Frencbman, of considerable no* 
toriety and literary attainments, bas observedj 
tbat of every ten tbings be knew, be bad learned 
nine in conversation« 

. It is certain tbat mucb useful information may 
be acquired in tbis manner. Every person, wbo 
frequents good Company, must arrive at mucb in- 
formation wbicb is not to be attained from books 
or study. 

* The Duke of Clarence. 
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The quantity, in any case, may be great; but 
tbe quality will always depend upon tfae charactei^ 
attainmentS) and pursuits of bis associates» or the 
individuals composing tliat society of whicb be k 
a member. 

It is a great advantage in mixed parties, diat 
there are always some from whom we may gi^ 
Information, and wbere our minds become mutii« 
ally attracted by intellectual sympathy. A single. 
Word will ofcen lead to very pleasant discoverles 
amongst strangers. If it expresses a favourltä 
study, pursuit, or speculation, it is readily taken 
up by a congenial mind. It is always agreeabla 
to meet with a person, — most so wbere least ex*« 
pected, — *wbose tbougbts bave been long familiai^ 
with those studies in which our own bave beea 
interested and employed. Such was the case Uh 
day at dinner ; a single word, bazarded by way of 
Illustration, has brought me acquainted with onQ 
of tbe most agreeable and best informed men I; 
have yet met with in Germany. I bave retiredt 
from table both instruqted and pleased, — and 
pleased because instructed. Some men have the 
power to convert the simplest fare into an Attic 
feast. 
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21st. — His Royal Highness, I observe, draws 
freely upon every one who is suspected of holding 
in his possession any peculiar treasures of know- 
ledge. This often excites unpleasant apprehension 
in those who come witbin the scope of his Observ- 
ation. To hok intelligence, and to faii in ih^proqfj 
iA disappointing to the interrogator, and embar- 
rassing to the ifUerrogS, particularly so to the 
latter. 

To enjoy the credit of being intellectual, and to 
be complimented upon our acquirements, is ex- 
ceedingly pleasant But when called upon to 
show cause why we enjoy such enviable distinc- 
tion, and thus compelled to become, in proper 
speech, the instruments of pur own confusion, it is 
like the ordeal of the ploughshares. Ignorance is 
never so inexcusable as where much knowledge 
has been presumed. I heartily pity him, whom, 
untriedy the world pronounces wise ; — who feels 
the füll importance of this opinion, and with its 
importance the daily risk of having it exposed. 



— — To know 
That vbich before us lies in daily life 
Is the prinie wisdom. 

Life is too short, and leaming too complicated, 
to hold in one comprehensive grasp the whole 
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circle of the sciences. It is to me,, therefore, 
matter of surprise, to find a man like * * equally 
at home on every subject. 

22(1. — To-night, a splendid ball was given by 
the Duchess Dowager at her villa. His Serene 
Highness and his sister, the Duchess of Clarence, 
led off the dance. The Prince appeared, as 
usual, to great advantage in his hussar uniform. 

News has reached us from England that the 
Duke of York has had a dangerous fall from his 
horse in Hill Street. 

23d. — To-day, at noon, all the court repaired 
to the villa of Jerusalem, where a splendid dejeüner^ 
&c were given by the minister of State, Baron de 
Könitz. The f6te took place in the garden ; and 
in the afternoon the ball-rooih was fiUed with 
music and waltzing. 

This classic villa possesses great natural beauty, 
and is so named from its miniatur^ resemblance 
to the site of the Holy City. 

The grounds are laid out with great taste and 
efFect, and command an interesting view of the 
capital, the rieh woods of the Henneberg, and 
the fantastic windings of the Werra, 

The golden distich which salutes the traveller 
as he passes under the western colonnade is 



p 2 



212 BARON DE KONITZ. 

highly characteristic of the benevolent propri*- 
^tor : — 

EIN RICHT FRÖLICH GUTEN MORGEN 
LIEBER WANDERER. 

The traveller, however, who passes any time at 
JVIeiningen, will confess that its greatest attraction 
is . the noble proprietor, whose Attic taste hss 
thrown a magic colouring over all its embellish- 
ments. The Baron de Könitz is a man of science 
and erudition. He has travelied much, and 
profited by his travelling. He is as much alive 
to the picturesque in scenery as he is to the true 
interests of the State to which his talents have 
been so long devoted, and at the heim of which 
he still presides. " Der rath der klugen männern 
bestätiget den gemeinen ruhestand und die Sicher- 
heit eines landes." 

* * ♦ 

24th. — This morning, attended by an aide-de* 
camp, His Royal Highness visited the academy 
of Dreissigacker, a very äourishing Institution, on 
which His Serene Highness has bestowed much 
pains and attention, and which annually contri- 
butes to the extension of those talents which have 
the most direct tendency to strengthen and enrich 
the State. It iä conducted with great judgment 
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und ability by the present rector, and, having the 
immediate countenance of the government, goei 
on prospering and to prosper. 

Amongst other departments, it contains an ex- 
tensive museum of natural history, in which I 
was surprised to find a füll grown h/nj^j which 
had been taken at no great distance in the forest ; 
and, as things now are, at an immense distance 
from his own natural climate. 
- 25th. — In this country Catholic and Protestant 
live together in the strictest union, enjoying equal 
advantages, and equally eligible to the highest postis 
under goverjiment. Neither evinces jealousy of 
•the other's political ascendency, nor hatred of his 
religious tenets. That spirit of persecution which 
at one period ravaged some of the fairest provinces 
of the old empire, has passed away with the cala- 
mities to which it gave birth. It is replaced by 
that spirit of mutual benevolence which religion 
inculcates, which heaven exemplifies in action, 
and which, duly exercised, will ever constitute the 
strength of government and the happiness of the 
people. In the eye of the sovereign all are equal. 
People here do not take a correct view of the 
English question of Catholic emancipation now 
pending. It is a frequent topic of conversation ; 
but in conversing on a subject imperfectly under- 
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stöod) the parties, as usual, arrive at erroneous 
couclusions. Reason is lost in declamation ; and 
what it is difficult to understand, it is always easy 

to condemn Liberal views and sentiraents have 

'here been widely engrafted upon the bitter stock 
of religious prejudices, and yield a plentiful crop. 
The greatest poets and philosophers of the day 
have made liberality the theme of songs and Sys- 
tems ; and if the Catholics of Ireland be not an 
oppressed people, under an oppressive govern- 
ment, they^ at least, have not duly estimated the 

merits of the question. 

« » * 

26th. — This morning an old soldier of the Ger-^ 
man Legion called upon me. He had just served 
so long, and been wounded so slightly, as to be 
dismissed in the king's name, with a vivid recol- 
lection of the last campaign for his only pension, 
and a medal to teil the story whenever his me» 
mory failed. He had either been informed or 
had dreamt of His Royal Highness's arrival in 
these parts ; and thought, if he could find his 
way into the royal presence, it would be worth a 
montKs ratiom to him. He was not mistaken. I 
acquainted His Royal Highness with the Services 
of the old soldier^ and the hopes of the petitioner. 
He was satisfied with the veteran's account of 
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Limself, and in token thereof I was commanded 
to present him wich a gratuity proportioned to his 
necessities. The sight of gold was, indeed, a 
treat to him, who had seen and feit so much of 
the cold iron. As I dropt it into his hand, 
prayers, such as soldiers pray, were showered 
liberally upon the head of his illustrious bene- 
fikctor. — " Now it is I am proud of being a sol- 
dier," said he, " and a saldier of the German 
Legion ! " 

There are few more painful and difficult parts 
in the drama of life than to önd oiie's seif so cir- 
cumstanced as to be Jbrced to play the heroine, 
when the heart is breaking, and to assume a cheer- 
ßil indifference when the eyes are ready to gush 
forth in tears. 

A scene of this kind I have just witnessed, 
arising from a cause in which I could well sym- 
palhise, but could not interfere. This is also 
pait^id. 

Friday. — In diet here, as in England, His 
Royal Highness observea a strict regimen, — 
piain roast or boiled mutton to dinner, such as 
George III. preferred. Sherry is bis favourite, 
and I may say only, wine. I never saw him 
taste port ; and seldom French or Rhenish wines. 
p * 
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He rarely eats roöts or vegetables, not even ä 
potato. The only beverage in which he indulges 
an innocent freedom is barley water flavoured witfa 

lemon. 

♦ * * 

To-morrow we leave this for Wurtzburg; on 
the third day reach Frankfort, and dine at Ems 
on the first of June. 

Aschaffenburg, 29th. — '^ After the battle of 
Dettingen," says a French historian, "a soldier 
was brought severely wounded near the tent of the 
Duke of Cumberland, who was also disabled by a 
shot through the calf of the leg. At the moment 
there was but one surgeon. — * Proceed,' said 
the Prince ; ' ofFer whatever assistance you can to 
the wounded Frenchman ; he is more seriously 
hurt than I. His wounds demand immediate 
attention — mzne can wait.' " 

Frankfort, May 30th. — A pleasing in- 
stance of honesty occurred to-day, where the 
post-raaster of Seligenstadt returned me half a 
crown, which had been inadvertently overcharged 
in his bill for twelve horses, two months pre- 
viously, on the road to Wurtzburg. He apolo- 
gised for the mistake by adverting to the anxiety 
he had manifested to expedite the royal cortege 
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without delay. Such things are well deservlng of 
record. 

CoBLENTZ. — Chez Maas, Slst. — To-day we 
ieft Frankfort early, and have seen the most in- 
teresting scenery on the Rhine for the fifth timej 
with, if possible, increased admiration. The journey 
has been performed in less than twelve hours. To- 
uiorrow their Royal Highnesses will take up their 
residence at the baths of Ems on the Lahn, in the 
ChäteaU'ä-quatr^'tours. 

The Trierischenhqf here is an admirable inn^ 
Mr. Maas, the proprietor, is well known to every 
branch of the Royal Family, all of whom, with 
one or two exceptions, he has had the honour to 
receive as guests. This is the fourth time that 
the present party have spent the night under his 
roof, and expressed their approbation of the ex- 
cellent fare and domiciliary comtbrts furnished on 
every occasion. A table so well served, charges 
so very moderate, and such unremitting attention 
on the part of the landlord and his family, give the 
strongest recommendation to his house. He was 
«ducated, he teils me, in a former con vent of English 
Jesuits at Brüssels. He has a very fair collection 

t)f English books, and is a critic in the laiiguage. 

* * * 

Ems, June 2d. — These Springs were well known 
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to the Romans under ihe provincial name ofJmisioi 
Vestiges of their dominion still exist in the imme* 
diäte neighbourhood. On the left bank of the 
river, nearly opposite the baths, there is a strong 
natural position, which, on inspection, bears every 
mark of laborious fortification. It musl have 
been a post of first-rate importance, when the 
Chausiansy whose territory it limited, by their 
warlike spirit and impatient subjection, kept their 
invaders constantly on the alert Tacitus paid 
that people a distinguished compliment in stating, • 
that " of all the German nations, they were be- 
yond question the most respectable ; " a character 
which is said to be still inherited in a minor 
degree by a great portion of the duchy of Nassau. 
We were shown several fragments of statuary, 
discovered in excavating some ancient foundations 
behind the present baths. The style and elaborate 
execution of the sculpture leave no doubt of its 
Roman origin, afFording another proof of the 
elegance and luxury which attended that extra- 
ordinary people into their remotest Settlements. 

Since the restoration of peace and the re-esta- 
blishment of the ancien regime^ Ems has acquired 
unprecedented importance as a place of fashion- 
able resort during the summer and autumn. 

Shut in on all sides by richly wooded hills, änd 
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traversed by the sparkling waters of the Lahn, 
there are few places more likely to fascinate the 
stranger at first sight, or to inapire bim with more 
pleasing sentiments of trauquil and retired life. 
The houses, fortning one loog side of a street, 
and facing the river, are terniinated on the eastern 
extremity by the Batks, aiid on the west by the 
Ck&tcau-ä-quatre-tours, which commands every 
advantage of size and Situation, and contributes a 
striking figure of Gothic embellisbment to the 
picture. 

On the north side, the hills rise abruptly from 
400 to 700 feet, their acclivities interspersed with 
small shrubberies, giirdens, and vineyards, and 
presenting on the top a rieh plateau of arable 
land, tili it merges into wide waving forests. The 
hills, like most others near the Khine, are insu- 
lated in Situation, conical in shape, and in charac- 
ter strictiy volcanic. In this district, lava is 
every where observable. The rocks, having un- 
dergone fusion, have left, in returning to the 
solid form, several cavities and other phenomena, 
which cannot fail to interest the mind of the 
geologist. Those immediately to the east of the 
Baths*, overhangiog the road and river, are the 

• This r 
»lliidej to ' 
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möst accessible. Tliey are approached by a werf 
feteep but excellent footpath, recently restored, 
and conducting to the pinnacle of the rocks, 
where a tent is pitched, and a flag hoisted, during 
the fine season, which produce an effect highly 
picturesque. His Royal Highness observes that 
the scenery here and in the neighbourhood 
ötrongly reminds him of that on the river St. 
Lawrence. 

^ A great deal of Company has already arrivedj 
and the circumstance of the present visit brings a 

daily accession to their numbers. 

* * * 

Nonnenwerder, 4th. — The dessert was on 
the table, — not abundant, but choice and fresh 
gathered. The wine, with which it was served, 
bore the date of the comet vintage, and at once 
established its character and especial claims to 
the patronage of strangers. 

^ The landlord's daughters entered the apartrnent 
with bouquets of flowers, which they had just culled, 
and now presented to the ladies of the party. 
They were the latest of the spring ; surviving, by 
some weeks, tliat fragrant family in whose sweet 
fellowship they had sprung up, — breathed their 
vernal sweets, — and which they were now speedily 
following to the earth. Tlie minstrel Frauenlob 
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was of our party, and observed that their fate was 
an enviable one / No one'seemed to comprehend 
bis meaning, yet no one asked him to explain. I 
observed, however, that, on receiving the flowers^ 
the ladies had deposited them, in their dying 
moments, in a Situation which was by no means 
unlikely to excite a feeling of jealousy in thö 
minstrePs very susceptible mind ; and to this I am 
inclined to refer the Solution of bis singular apos«^ 
trophe. 

The hour was peculiarly favourable to senti<- 
ments of a pathetic cast. Thus delicately excited 
they became infectious, — passing from lip to lip 
for a considerable space with great fluency. The 
mind of each becoming more and more susceptible 
of gentle impressions, sentiment assumed almost 
imperceptibly a more systematic and less deisultory 
character. Anecdotes and reminiscences from 
reading or experience succeeding, were alter* 
nately advanced in pointed illustration of the 
pathetic. 

The evening had been materially shortened by 
this Community of sentiment, and was one of those 
October-like evenings which, though in summer^ 
made a hearth fire more acceptable than a walk 
to the heights, where we had previously made our 
{irrangements to spend it. 
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That the wind was high, we could easily believe 
from the agitated vines-on the oppösite banks, and 
the wrinkled face of the Rhine, whose waters en- 
circled us. That it was sufficiently cold, we had 
evidence in the perfect familiarity with which the 
breeze approached us through the thousand 
avenues by which a German inn is uniformly 
ventilated. There was, besides, neither cause nor 
disposition evinced by any one present to shift 
quarters, and at length candies were lit, the cur- 
tains drawn» another billet added to the decaying 
embers, and a fresh supply of fruit to the dessert 

" Now, as we have beauty to preside, there is 
nothing wanting hui song to give the minutes wings.'^ 

" Nay," said one, " let us rather clip the latter^ 

— they are too fleet already." 

" Clip them ! on the contrary, if you will merely 
call for our friend Marley's song, you will find they 
fly tardily enough I " 

Marley, however, excused himself, but acknow- 
ledged the compliment; " for he, who by his songy^* 
said he, '^ can arrest or moderate the march of time, 

— a power which you are pleased to ascribe to my 
singing, — must be a second Orpheus. Buthere," 
he added, ^' is the consecrated minstrel of these 
countries ; let us hear what legendary Im^e he has 
to offer US. Rauchenau ! " he continued, " let us 
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have something of jour best ; — somethiiig local, 
stirring, and autheotic, for here every rock has its 
traditionaiy fame." 

Bauchenau was & nepliew of tbe landlord's. 
He had attended us in all our perambulations, — 
had drank deep in the fountain of romance, — 
not a tradition peculiar to the Rhenish provinces 
but was familiär to him, and owed many a strik- 
ing embellishment to his taste and tuneful reci- 
tatiye. It was alleged, indeed, that he did not 
adhere over strictly to the original text in his 
legends, — that he varied the catastrophe, or 
left it out entirely, as caprice or circumstance ap- 
peared to sanction ! These, however, were but 
the pitifnl insinuations ofsonieinvidious rlval, who, 
like the runner thrown down and distanced in the 
course, clung hopelessly, but pertinaciously, to the 
skirts of him wlio had outstripped him. 

"A tale of love or a taie of war?" enquired the 
minstrel, gracefully bowing, and addressing him- 
self to a lady on the right. She looked, — and 
her answer was in her look. — " A tale of war," I 
answered — " a tale of war by all raeans ! I 
am tired of the sickening insip — " iVIy sentence 
was cut short. The sudden twitch of a fair band 
admonished me of the dangerous precipice upon 
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which I was rushing. In a moment, tbe warlike 
ardour into which I had been fanned by the 
morning's excursion among ^' ruins and ramparts 
bellicose," evaporated. — " Well, then, be it so; 
a tcde qflove, — for where there is so mach love-^ 
liness there must be lovers, and where there ar& 
lovers it is quite natural that there should be •— 

A Tale of Love." — " Have you ever seen a 
ros^/'" enquired the minstrel, as he put himself 
hl an attitude to gratify our request, — " Have you 
ever seen a rose?" We thought the question 
superlatively idle, and replied, that " of course 
we had seen thousands." — *^ Ay," continued he, 
** that may be, — but ye have never seen a rose 
like the Rose of Rothenheim ! It had more 
beauty in a single leaf than you will discover in a 
whole garden of GuJil! It was from this that 
the minnesinger took his riebest similes. If some 
bright ideal beauty flashed upon his brain, * 'Tis 
bright,' he would exclaim, * as the Bx)se ofRothen^ 
heiml^ If a gallant knight, — armed for some 
perilous enterprize, — wished by his word to imply 
an inviolable faith, or a purity of motive which 
might secure for him implicit belief, — he followed. 
up his asseveration by votive apostrophes to the 
Rose of Rothenheim ! " Having thus premised. 
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«very one assumed an attitude of attention, and 
the Story began : — 

"Themoonwhich shinesalways brightest where 
the harvest is most abundant, shone that night 
with peculiar lustre npon the still bosom of the 
Hhine, basking under a rieh autumnal sky. Ä 
noble ritter, bewildered and weary from the chase, 
sought shelter and refreshment at the gate of 
Rothenheim. The warder answered his summons, 
the ponderous bolts were undrawn, and the 
stranger stood in the hall of the Castle an unknown, 
but welcome giiest. The warlike owner approaclied 
him with that courtly and unaffected hospitalJty 
which it was the pricIe of chivalry to inculcate by 
its institutions, and to recommend by individual 
example. 

" The host had been too long accustomed to 
marslial the ranks of chivalry to inistake the 
quality of his guest, There is a demeanour which 
riches cannot bestow ; a dignity which misfortnne 
cannot disguise ; which, under every vaiiety of 
circumstance and Situation, are the infallible cri- 
terion of high birth and of high daring. These 
sufficetl on the present occasion to assign the 
stranger knight his appropriate and distinguished 
place at the board, and to the marked attention of 
the host. 
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*^ The minstrels, in honour of the guest, Struck 
their harps to martial accompaniments, while th^ 
rout of the Saracen, and the prowess of Charle- 
magne, bore bürden to the song. 

" In the interval, the daughter of the chiei^ in 
compliance with the manners of the time, and to 
do their guest more especial honour, approached 
him with the cup andcake, — theproffered Symbols 
of hospitality. He stooped down as knigh^s were 
wont, to receive the token. As she pronounced 
the word — welcome / the carnation upon her cheek 
ripened into a blush, which by some inexplicabie 
sympathy the stranger feit as if communicated to 
bis own. As he raised the profiered cup to bis 
lip, his firm nerves were betrayed into a momei^tary 
agitation. ... * What,' said he, mentally reproach- 
ing himself witb thus giving place to an expression 
ofmoral imbecility^ ^is this the band that has so 
often been my tru^t in the hour of danger; — in 
whose grasp the steel of Damascus hath so often 
hewed its way through plumes and serried spears ? 
Did it not tremble ? Let me if possible conceal 
my more than mother's weakness — it trembles 
even now ! . . . • Am I under the iniluence of some 
potent spell ? Has the fate of the day led me to 
the gate of an enchantress ? Shall I offer incense 
at the altar of heavtyy while that of the blessed 
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Rood is profatied and insulled by the godless 
Saraceii ? No I my harid may have shaken, but 
my heart is, and must remain, inipi-egnable ! The 
spell which would now impose its fetters must be 
broken ! — Bootless were bis sword In battle whose 
heart is in lady's bower ! Thus, tlien, I break 
tlie spell.' Alas — alas ! he knew noC then that 
love was the nurse of valour. 

*' The e£Fort was conspicuous on his face, but the 
struggle to smolher this growing and master possion 
was unequal to the task. The hero in a hun- 
dred tournaments was speedily converted into an 
ardent lover, and his proud heart capitulated at 
the shrine of beauty. Could this eticit a moment's 
surprise ? No ! the idol of tbat shrine was the 
Rose of Rothenheim ! 

" With the penetrating glance of woman, she 
observed his confusion, and surmised its cause. In 
this conviction her voice acquired additional sweet>- 
ness ; every feature additional charms. 

" Tales of martial enterprise whiled away the 
hour. The stranger thrcw aside his disguise and 
his reserve. The plans and Operations of the ap- 
proaching Crusade were freely discussed. Candour 
begot conßdence ; — confidence speedily ripened 
into friendship; when the noble host, taking advan- 
tage of an inadvertent disclosure on the part of 

a 2 
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the stfanger, rose irom bis seat in an. ecstasy, and 
proclaimed bis name ! Tbe effect was electrica!. 
Every knigbt rose from bis seat as it was pro^ 
nounced; and with one simultaneous eSbrt, one 
burst of applause — all expressed their joy and con- 
gratulation. ^ I knew/ said tbe venerable host, 
wbile be grasped tbe band of bis guest, ^ this day 
would end joyfuUy. Tbe Paynim flag bas floated 
ön tbe turret since morn ; — a tropby wbicb we bave 
never hoisted on tbe glorious St. Jobn, but our 
Castle bas bad joyful cause of remembrance. Be- 
sides, 'tis my daugbter's birtbday, — our domestic 
jubilee ! ' 

*' Tbe cups were replenisbed and drained to tbe 
healtb of tbe guest ; — a compliment wbicb be 
returned by naming tbe beroine of tbe day, — tbe 
Rose of Rotbenbeim. On retiring for tbe nigbt 
tbe guest was conducted to tbe State cbamber in 
tbe west wing of tbe cbäteau, from tbe lattice of 
wbicb tbe Rbine was seen winding in bright, 
silent dignity tbrougb tbe rocky defile of tbe 
Feltzenherg. Tbe moonligbt lay on its bosom in 
bright reflection. The scene was füll of peace and 
tranquillity, and would bave awakened correspond- 
ing feelings in the minds of any one less excited 
than that of the stranger. With watcbful eye 
he <iontemplated a scene in which he could no 
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longer sympalhise. Tliere was a voice in his ear, 
• — a vision in Ins eye, which had supplanted every 
other, — even ihe dreanis of glory gave way to 
those of softer influence. Alas ! lliat the sweetest 
hopes tliat visit the spirit of man shoukl so ofteti 
be sleepless. Grief will lull, — disappointment 
deaden, — but hope ever keeps its votaries awake, 
though only to gaze at their own sliadows. The 
sentinel, wliose measured tramp rang from tlie 
battlements, was not more sleepless at bis post, 
tlian llie knight of Iiigleheim in bis chaniber. 

" The mornlng came, and with it the resolutiou 
to take leave of his generons host. It was an 
nct of great fortitude on bis part; but, Jike tnany 
others of similar prudence and precaution, ic was 
destined to miscarry. 

" The niaster of the chäteau met his objections 
with a pressing invitation to spcnd but one day 
more under his roof. Such, he added, would form 
a proud event in the annals of his bouse. AU tbis 
the knight could have resisted or excused, had not 
his eye, — as he pondered a rejoiuder, — caught a 
glinipse of the Rose of Rothenheim. With this, 
therefore, it was impossible to argue the question; 
— he consented 

" The amusements and occupations of the day 
gave niany facilities for Observation and acquaint- 
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ance. That destiny, which presides at lovers' 
interviews, made all haste to develope the plot in 
the mutual overture and surrender of two devoted 
hearts. 

** Evening again approached in its richly varied 
colours, and the westering sun threw its farewell 
light upon the embattled terraces of the Castle. 
The Rose of Rothenheim withdrew, as was her 
custom at vesper hour, to an arbour which she 
had constructed and planted at the extremity of 
the terrace walk which overhung the river. 
Whether from sympathy or design, the minstrel 
saith not, but very shortly the knight directed 
his Steps to the same point. Like a well bred 
lover, he approached with slow, respectful, Step ; 
— yet with an air of animated devotion, such as 
becomes the pilgrim when he treads the con- 
secrated ground of his tutelar saint 

" The timid, retiring Hildegona cast her eyes on 
the ground. In seeming distraction of thought, 
she plucked a beautiful rose which flourished at 
her side, but with less vivid freshness than the 
blush thatnow irradiated her cheek. The knight 
made another step in advance. Availing himself 
of the auspicious occasion, be thus addressed the 
fair idol at whose feet he now knelt, — a sudden 
and suppliant votary ! 




' Till this moment,' he siglied, ' bright and 
i lady ! — tili this moment no pledge of 
tender remembrance has adorned my helmet's 
plume ! — no token to speak a passion stroiiger 
than renown. While olher knights have vaunted 
the charms and virtues of their lady-loves, I 
flloDe have listened abashed. My heart, uneon- 
Gcious of any occupant save the glory of arnis, 
has remalned a stranger to that passion which 
their words and actions so vividly depicted, 
Grant me, lady, grant me the boon ! — let me 
receive that rose from tlie fairest haiid in Chris- 
tendoni, — it sliall be niy talisman in hours of 
peril, and my harbinger to niany a victory ! ' . . . 

" An involuntary actlon of her liand accorded 
the boon which a momentary recoliection again 
withheld. But the earnestness of the knight*!* 
manner, and the fervency of his entreaty, at length 
overcame, and she presented it with a grace peculiar 
to herseif: — 

Tukc the flow« : — let the heart's first bequeothing 
Be the pleJge of true faith on thy plume ; 

When its perfume no longer is breathing, 
Kcuieuiber the rose in iii bloom ! 

For beauly will fiide like its bloBsoni, 
Should the blight of false lore inta'pose : — 

When the cojiker creqis into the boäom, 
Then farewtll, the heart and the rose '■ 
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f Of the hopes and the beart of the givery * 

Fit emblem that rose-bud shall be ; — 
Henceforth they are blighted for ever, 
Cr blossom, tili gathered by thee ! 

^^ A füll and more formal declaration ensued» 
Vows of unalterable fidelity and attachment were 
exchanged, — pure, hallowed, and reciprocal love 1 
It was arranged that the knight, on his return from 
the ensuing campaign against the infidel, sbould 
hasten to the banks of the Rhine, and there, at 
the hallowed shrine that now witnessed their 
plighted troth, exchange the beacon of war for 
the marriage torch, and consummate their mutual 
bliss in the soft domestic names of bridegroom 
and bride ! 

. " Their parting hour was painful, yet tranquil» 
It was witnessed only by the pictured divinity 
that presided over the family shrine ; — but this 
w^ enough, — its presence sanctified their mutual 
pledge. When their Ups had tremblingly articu-> 
lated the adieu / a night of despair seemed to 
close in upon each, — tili the star öf Hope broke 
through its darkness, and soothed their present 
sorrow with the bright anticipations of future 

" As the knight took her band in his, and raised 
it to his lips, a tear dropped at the same instant and 
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sealed his faith and afFectioii wilh more thaü the 
eloquence of words. One exchangiog look, — 
one mute pressure of ihe liand, — one ineffectual 
efFort to speak, and the lovers parted. When 
sliail they meet again? 

" From Ulis nioment Hüdegonn lived in profound 
retirementj — devoting her thoughls and prayers 
to him who was now a cliampion of the victorious 
cross, She awaited with the most livety soticitude 
intelligence of his progress in the Holy Land, 
which in due time was happily confimied. 

" The impressiun left upon her mind was not 
impaired by IVesh professions. The rival assi- 
duities of unnumbered suitors were disregarded, 
As the Jamp burns brightest in the holy calm of 
the tabernacle, so did her love burn with steady 
and chnstened lustre in the solitude of her faiher's 
Castle. Unprofaned by the breath of insidious 
flntterers, unditnmed by the long and wasting 
vigils of hope deferred, her love was unchanged 

— unchangeable. In those days love was a 
passion wliicli took deep possession of the heart, — 
awakening all its finest energies ! Not as in these 
degenerate times, a tliing to be bought at a price, 

— to be fancied only, or to supply a vacuum in 
some insjpid coiiversatioii. Ask the mimicshtgers. 
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and let them teil you what love was in their day ! 
In that golden age love was laoe ! — restraints 
were great, — an impression once received was 
retained, — it was cherished in the solitude of 
manorial halls, and strengthened, even in despair. 
In modern society, more civilized if you will, 
impressions foUowing in such rapid succession, 
mutually neutralize one another. Difficulty of 
choosing is the natural consequence of multiplicity 
of choice« In the one case, a passion, once in- 
spired, was hung round the neck like a hallowed 
relic, — in the other it is but a toy to amuse the 
moment, — the pastime of an idle hour, — tili the 
imperative voice of fashion sounds a change. Your 
modern knights do not encumber their consciences 
with other vows than will readily accommodate 
themselves to circumstances ; — compared with 
the knights of old^ their faith is as light as their 
armour ! — But from such humiliating contrast we 
return to the Rose of Rothenheim. 

** In due season intelligence arrived from the 
Christian army. It was fiUed with sickening 
details of sanguinary, though victorious» conflicts 
— perilous enterprizes and heroic feats of arms. 
Above all, it dwelt with exultation on the noble 
darings, the invincible courage, and unprece- 
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dented exploits of Rolando, the fiower of chivalry. 
Tedious years of absence from all so cherished 
and adored flew fast to a cIokc, and at length 
terrninated in the news of o. glorious peace. This 
was speedily to restore the heroj covered with 
laureis, and to consummate all that happiness 
wliich hearts, loving and loved like theirsj coold 
only picture. 

" One evening, as she sat on the battletnent of 
the Castle, totaüy absorbed in the dellghtfvl 
dream of bis return, a stranger knight, worn out 
with fatigue, and the bearer of despatches from 
the Christian camp, was announced at the gate. 
He was instantly admitted, and proved to be the 
redoubted Blumenau who had so highly distin- 
guished himself among the chivalry of the Rhlne> 
" His detail of the campaign wtu .^■.«-»^ «„^ 
circumstantial ; but he breathed not the name of 
Roland ! Restless and agilated by this ominous 
BÜence, she tremblingly hazarded the question. 
Alaa 1 the <«— ««KiL_lwdseen him fall at his 
side, — covered withwÖiI3asr*---_...,njgjj_^^j^^ 

^ °«^From that moment Hildegona becatne insen- 
sible A burning fever dvied up the fountain of 
her tears,-that last resonvce of the wretched 1 
A sense of annihilßtion paralysed every funclion 
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and feeling of life, save that of utter hopelessnessr. 
MotionlesSi and totally absorbed in the one sole 
tbought of her blasted hopes, — her utter bereave- 
ment, — life was already half extinct Still beau- 
tiful) indeed, but her beauty was like that of a 
sculptured angel, hallowing with its expressive 
but speechless grief some untimely sepulchre of 
the young and brave ! 

^^ It was not to be supposed that a love of life or 
of the World could survive a loss like hers. She 
feit that both were worse than bondage ; but their 
chains her religion forbade to unloose; eise had 
the fettering Imks been burst with the first tidings 
that brought the tale of her bereavement, and 
dashed the sweetened cup of existence from her 
lips ! 

f* She craved her father*s sanction, was warmly 
seconded by the holy sisterhood, and immured 
herseif in the cloister ! With a precipitancy which 
despair alone could palliatei she assumed the 
veil| and pronounced the vows of etemal seclusion 
from the world withia diese very walls i?vhere we 
uow recall her sorrows and lament her fate. 

^^ About three months from the time of the fatal 
intelligencei on a beautiful evening of autumn, 
when the vintagers were Stripping the vines that 
trellised the castled walls, an apparition appeared 
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T\t the gate of Rothenheim. It wore the noilding 
plume and knightly accoutremonta of Roland the 
brave. To its question the warder made no reply. 
The sentinel stood aghast as he eyed the spirit, 
arrayed in its warUke trappings ; and the wonted 
challenge died unheard on his Ups. The father 
confessor was already summoned to meet the 
Spiritual guest ; when an old kreiUzer, who had 
foliowed Roland through many a deadly gap, re- 
cognised the mortal identity of the knight, and 
flew to do him homage. Alas ! Roland had rightly 
construed the circumstance into a fearfui omen, 
and soon learnt the füll extent of his misery ! 
Hildegona, the star of his carthly hopes, was now 
the bride of Heaven. She had left those walls 
for ever; had exchanged the bridal torch — the 
nuptial garland — to wear out her blighted ^uutk 
in the solitary cell of penance and prayer : — 
weeping over the too well accredited fate of him 
who was this day restored in safety and in 
triumph 1 Alas, the doom was irrevocable, and 
the conviction withering \ He had returned in 
vain; — sheconld not be his. An insuperable bar- 
rier was raised between them ; and Heaven, whose 
banner he had foliowed In a thousand batües, had 
robbed him of his bride. 
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^^ He cast aside his redoubted armour with dis^ 
dain. The white plume that had waved like a 
meteor of dismay in the Saracen host was ex- 
changed for the cowl and cord ; — the spear for a 
crucifix; '—.the buoyancy of youth, and the bril- 
liancy of fame, for the bUghted and hopeless heart 

— - austere meditation, and the hermit's cell ! 

• # # 

^^ Every traveller in these romantic regions has 
observed a mass of ruins, surmounted by a monu- 
mental arcb, crowning a rocky precipice. It 
overlooks a beautiful islet, whicb the Rhine en- 
circles in its bosom, as if proud of the little sanc- 
tuary whose very seil is hallowed by the sainted 
dust of four hundred generations. These ruins 
we have this day surveyed, and that islet, so famed 
for Us sanctity and seclusion, hath, by a Strange 
vicissitude of purpose, become the resort of in- 
discriminate curiosity. Its very sanctuary is con- 
verted to profane uses. The vestal hymn is mute, 

— the wine-cup circles, — the loud laugh is heard, 

— and the service of the sanctuary is superseded 
by the ofgies of Bacchus ! We ourselves are 
now guests in that Chamber where Hildegona was 
presented to the Abbess, — a veiled victim to be 
sacrificed on the altar of her ill-fated love; tohide 
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her broken heart in the cloister, and to pöur forth 
her woes in the pitying ear ot" Heaven. 

" The Rolandseck still rises Uke a tvatch-tower 
over the cloisters of Nonnenwerder. It was there 
the unbeppy and doting warrior resolved to drag 
out that solitary existence which elsewhere had 
been insupportable. 

" Seated at the door of his cell, he spent the 
sum of his waking hours in gazing upon the spiiitual 
prison of his betrothed love. Often, of a still 
evening, liave the vesper voices risen on his ear, 
whilc that of Hildegona, — soaring in sweetiiess 
above lier sister choir, — seemed to challenge his 
reCognition ! At one moment melting him to 
tears, — at another inspiring him with fortitude 
and resigiiation, tili again the withering thought, 
that death alotie cotdd unite them, overmastered the 
sufferer's mental energies. This thought left him 
a prey to all tliat the most tender passion can 
kindle in the bosom of despair, 

" In the firm belief that slie hstened to his com- 
plaints, and answered to his frantic appeal, he 
would remain on the lonely rock long afler tJie 
kindled stai-s had brought their signal of rest. 

" Never has poet imagined a scene and circüm- 
stances more distressing than what tliis simple 
Btory embodies. 
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' <^ When a solitary light shone at midnight froirt 
some unknown cell, his imagination ever painted 
the sacred inhabitant in the hues of his own Hil-* 
degonai holding her devotional watcb, and en*» 
deavouring to fortify her resignation by the ier«« 
vency of her devotions» But, alas ! the redoubled 
assiduity at the altar, the long vigil» and the 
austerities of the lonely cell — peopled with the 
phantoms of her own unhappy fate, — hastened 
the term of her pilgrimage on earth. Five years of 
penaiice, while they had prepared her for entering 
a better world, had loosened the frail links that 
bound her to this. Her sorrows had passed 

away — the last tear was wiped from her cheek. 

* * * 

' ^^ It was the season when our Rhenish banks 
bloom like an earthly paradise; when the blos- 
som and the bee come forth at once ; when the 
song of the merle is heard over-head, and the 
grashopper at our feet ; when foliage and flower 
spread a luxuriant couch for the repose of nature, 
änd when the blessed Island of Nonnenwerder 
becomes a garden of perfume. Roland sat at the 
door of his cell ; his eye bent, as usual, upon the 
cloister below. He pereeived in the sainted en- 
dosure, which surrounded the chapel and em- 
balmed in its hallowed mould the servants of 
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beaveti, a new-made grave. Hia eyes grew dim 
as he gaHed. A secret voice spoke to his heai% 
and whispered the thrilling name of Hildegona. — • 
He despatched a messenger, who speedily retumed 
with a confirmation of the fatal presentiment. 
The tidings were conveyed in the words of the 
abbess : — 

" ' My daugfater is gone the way of all flesb. 
She is gone lo her inberitance in the land of 
promise, Teil thy lord that the barrier is re- 
moved ; that he may now gaze without censure 
lipon that form he idolised ; and in shedding his 
tears on her saJnted clay, learn to seek that cooso- 
lation which she sought, and which is ever vouch- 
safed to the faithful servants of heaven.' 

" He now feebly descended to that sacred abode 
of purlty and repoae, which hitherto he had not 
dared to profane with a soul agitated by earthly 
possion. He assisted at the last holy rite ; he saw 
the dust scattered over her virgin heart. He 
added his fervent vows to those of the weeping 
sisters in a requiem for the repose of her gentle 
spirit : — ' Blessed be thy rest I Thou art gone 
in the bloom of thy years ! Yet has thy departure 
been like the fruit that drops ripe from the bougb. 
Thüu wast young in years, but mature in piety; 
— blessed be thy rest ! Tliy iunocent heart was 
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stricken with the keen shafts of affliction. The 
woes of tbis world laid fast hold upon thee. Tears 
were thy drink; sorrow took deep root in thy 
heart; but Heaven was thy trust ! Now thou art 
a guest in the mansions of glory ; — blessed be 
thy rest ! * 

<^ Rolando returned to his solitary home, and 
resumed his place at the door of his cell. His eyes 
were tearless, but still riveted on the hallo wed 
spot where her ashes lay. 

'^ In the eveninghis friends came with words of con« 
solation ; -<- they exhorted him to bear the painful dis^i- 
pensation as becanie him, — a tried and true soldieF 
of the cross. They indulged the hope of rekindling 
in his breast the dormant passion of military glory. 
They found him in the same unaltered position ; 
but they spoke in Tsin. His ear was no longer 
awake to the voice of friend or foe. His eye was 
closed to the soothing presence of kindred. There 
was a smile upon his lips, but the breath of life 
had passed them for ever ! Why have they come? 
It is but to weep over the brightest star of chivalry ; 
— - to consign his lifeless heart to its last earthly 
sanctuary, and cbant their requiem over the most 
dauntless of warriors, and the most devoted of 
lovers. 

" Love ! thou art the bane or the bliss of human 
life ! Thou sheddest flowers over the fears of 
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(leath. Thou biddest the broken spirit gather un- 
fading garlands in that land of re-uoioD, where the 
suu never sets, and where love and life bloom co 
eternal I " 

Ems, Friday. — Time. — When the letters are 
finbbed and enclosed to tbe cbarge d'affaires at 
Frankfort, Plis Royal Highness walks tili dinner 
time ; tben comes in, dresses, and proceeds to the 
drawing-room. He does every tliing by system. 

On alternate days, when there is no post to 
England, the wholc forenoon is spent in exercise ; 
— often continued for two, three, or even four 
hours. His opinion of its salutary effects, and 
his example, are not lost upon his illustrious con- 
sort, who frequently accompanieä hlm in short 
promenadcs ä pied. In the mocning, after drink- 
ing the- waters, it is considered incumbent upon 
all who expect to benefit by their use to employ 
tbe interval between that time and breakfast ou 
the promenade. Tbe gardens at this hour ar^ 
consequently, füll of Company, and always en- 
Uvened with a select band of music. 

The weather continues particularly favourable 

to the visiters; and although, from the confined 

locality, oppressively sidtry at times, it is greatly 

tempered by the fresh current of air from the 

R 2 
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river. Here the Lahn is su£Sciently important 
to float barges of considerable bürden« At this 
season it presents a scene of great bustle and ac- 
tivity. The exportation of Ems and Seltzer water 
alone affords employment to a number of indus- 
trious families. 

Here the business of the day commences at six 
o'clock in the moming. At seven the walks are 
usually covered with yisiters, while the musicians 
stationed in the gardens continue their solos and 
symphonies for a couple of hours at least. 

About eleven o'clock those who use the baths 
repair to the immersion rooms, and afterwards 
retire to rest tili the summons for dinner arrives. 
One o'clöck is the hour sanctioned by Thilenius 
and all his successors the Brunnenartzen. 

The hoteis of the place are nümerous and well 
conducted. The prices are moderate, and the 
tables extremely well served. The principal table 
d^hote is at the baths, kept by Dhöringer, an Alsa- 
cian, and Stands deservedly high with the gas* 
tronome. The host recommends himself by un- 
varyuig punctualityin his transactions, and attention 
to the tastes and comforts of his guests. The 
latter are very nümerous, of all nations, and not 
unfrequently of princely dignit}^ 

The music strikes up when the fii'st dish is set 
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OD the table: its enlivening inSuence continues 
duiing the whole repast ; and ends widi the tune of 
" a good digestion," as the Company quit the table. 

Likcothernationsofthe Continent, the Germans 
coitsider repose after meals as highly conducive to 
good health ; and in compliance with the esta- 
blished custom, only quit the Speissen-saal for iha 
ScUqf-eimmcr. This habit is by no means Umited 
to the delicate invalid, but \s indulged with equol 
devotion by the robust yeotnan and the enervated 
female. Every good has its concomltant evil, and 
tliis is one attending the otbertvise salutary practice 
of early d inner. 

About five o'clock the Company take tea, then 
walk along the river, or drive to the romantic 
villoge of Nassau. Its picturesque ruins are raucli 
resorted to by strangers, — such at least as prefer 
fresh air and fine natural scenery to a crowded 
concert or ball-room. Of the latter there is ge- 
nerally one on alternate evenings. On the present 
occasion, the Vier-Bnulci-n • have given several 
concerts. It is remarkable to hear four members 
of the same family each excelling individually as a 
musical performer. 

An exceUent regulation is here in force respect- 
ing the price of apartments. Every room has its 



' The Bohtväan Brothers, aubsequently : 
R 3 



1 London. 



Ä46 LODGINGS.— STATB TARIFF. 

dtumal rent printed and affixed over the door, 
agreeably to a government tariff. No disputes 
about this important arrangement can occur. The 
stranger suits the apartment to his purse^ and 
enters into possession, if so disposed, without ask*» 
ing a Single question. For a sitting room, two 
bed rooms, two servants' rooms, and a kitchen, I 
pay eight florins a day, at the Nassauischer Hof. 
^The same accommodation may be had at the other 
German spas for much less. Grood accommo^ 
dation, however, is limited to a few houses, but 
will be much extended in another twelvemonth» 
Several large hoteis ane now in progress. 

Arnstein. — Besides the village and ruins of 
Nassau, there is another object of attraction, 
m the rocks and ruins of Arnstein, a religious 
mstitution of the eleventh Century. Louis of 
Arnstein, the last of his family, was the founder 
ef this monastery. He had seven daughters, but 
Bo son to perpetuate the honours of his house« 
Having disposed of his daughters in marriage^ 
accompanying each witli a handsome dowry, he 
^proached that period of life when martial ardour 
is oflen succeeded by religious enthusiasm. Swayed 
by the conviction that he had no son to profit by 
chivalrous example, and but one duty left to per-* 
form on earth, he yielded to the pressing, but 
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pious suggestions, of his confessor Godfrey, and 
identified his name witli the " Abbey of Arnstein." 
This, the remainder of his possessions enabled hin 
richly to endoiv. In return, lie had the benefit of 
several years' seclusion within its walls, — a special 
monument at his demise, — a Gothic inscription 
coiDmemorating his most exemplaiy piety, — a cer- 
tain place in Paradise purchased by innumerable 
mosses, -~ with an immortality on earth of füll 
seven hundred years. The abbey is about a league 
from Nassau, on the high, abrupt, and wooded 
banks of the Lahn. As it fiist opens upon the 
eye, in a Jong broken outline of white castellated 
walls, lengthened tiers of unlatticed Windows, and 
closed at the northern extremity by its monastic 
church, Gothic cnsements, minaxet towers, and four 
light and beautifully tapering spires, it presents a 
novel and interesting picture ; and this is still 
farther softened and enhanced by the beautiful 
stream, sylvan rocks, and forest solitude,over which 
it seems to preside with a sanctifying influence. 

la the nnrrow Valley which slopes gently towards 
the stream, in a green, unbroken, undulating snr- 
face, we passed the ancient chäteau of Langenau, 
whose towers and battlements and loop-holes, in 
juxtaposition with the abbey above, forined a 
striking contrast in the purposes of their respective 
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foundations. One took its altar^ and symboU öf 
piety as the guarantee of its security, — the other 
the strength of its walls, — the spears and prowess 
of its retainers, — '• and thus both flourished for cen-* 
turies; one enriched by the spoils of petty war&re^ 
and the other from apportioning its benefits to thq 
Hberaiity of the pilgrims whom its reput^ sanctity 
had gathered around its altars. The träin bf 
association awakened by a review of these twe 
interesting ruins forcibly engaged the attei^on* 
Similar contrasts, differing only in degree, are 
every where presented to the traveller in these 
provinces. Specific emblems of temporal and 
Spiritual domination, — the baronial keep and the 
SQionastery are now grass grown, roofiess^ and 
dilapidated, but of whose powerful inmates the 
mass of the people were, for ages, the misguided 
followers or unresisting slaves. 

Whatever may be the advantages derived td 
mankind at large fi:om the dissolution and destruc- 
tion of associations so hostile to their liberties^ 
and so degrading to their dignity, still the con- 
templation of ruins like these engender in most 
xninds an impression of melancholy interest* 
Whatever the antipathy fostered against the 
abettorsof such legaliseddespotism,it becomesneu- 
tralised by a yet stronger feeling when we behold 
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their loaü habitation resigned to the beasts of the 
forest, and their name fast descending into the 
depths of oWivion. 

Crossing tlie stream, and ascending by a steep 
rocky patli, we entered the sacred enclosure, We 
were immediately accosted by the cicerone of the 
place, — a robust and sensible peasant, who, with 
bis young wife and two children, were the sole 
occupiers of the premises. They bad succeeded 
to the Privileges of a thousand abbots, and wel- 
comed every pilgi'im wbom idle curiosity, not 
piety it is feared, brouglit to the gate; but, alas, 
how changed ! Spirit of the first Ludwich I 
had not his piety long since secured him a resting- 
placc amid the sainted host of tried nnd approved 
abbots, who had consiimed iinnumbered tapers at 
these altars, — how had he wept to beliold the 
degradation and the profane rites which now 
exult in this heaven-devoted sanctuary ! The 
vigils, the fasts, the niasses of centui-ies, — the 
penance, the prayers and mortißcations of unnum- 
bered votaries, have not siiffited to preserve the 
shrine inviolate. With light unreflecting step 
the stranger tlireads the solitary cloisters, where 
the pillar yet retains the mark of the pilgrim's 
ten thousandlh enibvace: although the Steps of 
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the altar are grooved and attenuated by the polish 
of countless naked knees, he is insensible to the so- 
lemnity of the place, and reckless of the vengeance 
his temerity may incur ! But^ as if even this 
were not enough, the creed of the heretic, the 
hated rites oi Luther^ have replaced his own gor- 
geoas ceremonial« A man^ the ^^ husband of one 
woman,'' the father of chiidren whom he blusheth 
not to avow, — a priest unshaven of head and 
^ uncircumcised in heart»'' -^ hath supplanted the 
chosen yessel of heaven, — the holy celibataire ! 
** How ift the gold become dim ! " 

This transformation of scenes and perversion 
of purpose has not failed^ — as indeed it could not 
fiul, — to disturb the rest of the pious founder and 
his ghostly friend, St Godfried. They have been 
induced to make frequent visitations to the shrine 
of their former devotions. On the night of the 
last anniversary, attended by a powerful posse of 
premontrisy th^y made an expiring effort to re« 
establish the ancien regime, and the ancient ritual, 
within these d^aded precincts ! This happened 
dn the night of the 2 Ist December, — a dismal 
night, but considerably enlirened by a thick 
Stratum of snow which had fallen the same after« 
noon, and gave a relief to the agitated woods and 




VISIT OP CEBEMONT, 



frowning sky, which overhung the riiins at that 
memorable epoch. 

« * » 

Tuesday. — To-day an ofGcer arrived front 
Coblentz, to compliment His Royal Highness 
in the name of his sovereign, the King of Prussia. 
Oq arrlving, he was invitcd to join in a raorning 
walk. On the present occaslon, the walk, tliough 
not so long as many of those in which His 
Royal Highness is accustomed to indulge, was 
much longer than the aide-de-camp expected on 
8 vbit of ceremony. It was tipwards of two 
hours 1 

On taklng leave, he assured me that, perfect]y 
unacciistomed to such pedestrian feats, he was 
ready to drop with 5itiguc, and must, he feared, 
in the event of another visit, be obliged to perform 
his duty by proxy. He could not comprehend 
why a prince of the blood should voluntarüy 
aubject himself to such lätjgue. 

Time, — Unless when engaged with important 
business or Company, His Royal Highness ob- 
serves the same punctuality in his hours of retiring 
and gettiiig iip that he does in the public and pri- 
vate duties of his Station. 

Eieren o'clock is the hour at which he gene- 
rally retires. At seven in the moming he is 
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dressed; and, when the weather permits, walks 
in the avenue or gardens tili eight, or later. In 
this country breakfast occupies but a few minutes ; 
«-«.adish öf coffee and a rusk comprise all that is 
generally offered. These are served in a smali 
tray or plateau, during, or immediately after, the 
Operation of dressing. At the chäteau, however^ 
the English breakfast is still adhered to. 

FÄTE. — This evening a party.was given by 
their Royal Highnesses in the flower-garden in 
front of the chateau. The evening has been 
beautiful; — not a breath of air but what came 
from the clear broad stream that marmured pas^ 
and within ten yards of the party. A select band 
of musicians was in attendance. A flood of melody 
was kept up without ebb or Interruption^ except 
the breathing space, which was fiUed by the night- 
ingales from the groves opposite« 

All the distinguished visiters of the place came 
to pay their personal respects, and continued to 
perambulate the little enclosure, highly delighted 
with, and contributing to, the festivities of the oc- 
casion — Vifete champStre. 

..Her Royal Highness, with the Princesses of 
Rudolstadt, Philippsthal, and others of high rank, 
took her place on a little rose xnound, shaded 
with laburnum and odoriferous shrubs. Here 
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ülie received the Company with that grace and 
affability which are so well known and appreci- 
ated. There is certainly somethmg in nianner 
and expression which is of more value than all 
ihe gSittering nppendages of royalty, — some- 
tliing which assigns the happy possessor ihat 
Station in the beart and aßections of those she 
receiyes or addresses, which the unaided splen- 
dour of a name, with the brightest crown in 
Europe, could never have secured. " A word in 
season, how good it is!" How niuch influence 
may not a word, a look, a smile exert upon the 
düstinies of private lifel But how rauch more 
do not diese excrt in that elevated spliere wbere a 
kiudly word may elicit confidence, and lead to 
glorious enterprise; or where a look above our 
common sympathies may " chill the genial cur- 
rent of ilie soul," and extinguish for ever the half- 
fledged liopes of many a cultivated but too sensi- 
tive mind ! That mary a kind, generous, and 
benevolent heart, like the pearl in ita shell, lurks 
beneath an unpromising exterior, is a truism of 
frequent recurrence. Such a discovery, under 
unpromising auspiccs, is, no doubt, a very pleas- 
ing one ; but, to those of less patient research, or 
less favoured by occasion, it is too otlen lost. 
The pearls of iatellect seldom irradiate the sur- 
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faee; they are deeply lodged, and to be drawn 
forth require that discrimination and address, 
which are eminent characteristics of Her Royal 

Highness's mind. 

♦ # ♦ 

There was a lady in that presiding group» of high 
birth and refined education, whose personal beauty 
was as remarkable as her mental accompUsbments« 
It 13 seldom that tbe poet, in modern times, meeta 
a subject so worthy of immortal songi or the sculp- 
tor a model of such harmonious symmetry; Both 
song apd sculpture have been employed in honour 
of this Saxon Diana« Her cast of features might 
yie with the finest specimeus that have descended 
to US, hallowed aod immortalised by the chisel 
of antiquity« A personage of the highest rank, 
in sketching the profile of this lady, observed, 
that she had never seen features in more perfect 
accordance with the acknowledged mastei^pieces 
oiüTt. 

I do not notice a subject of such interest and 
dignity as that of beauty witliout a proper sense 
of its almost omnipotent influence 1 — the diffi- 
culty and discomfiture which must attend every 
effort to describe what is indescribable. ^^ Canst 
thou paint the light?" enquired a modern Zeuxes, 
ivho had attempted the subject of this passing 
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record, and brokeii his palette in the vain 
eßbrt ; " for," he added, " unless thou canst paint 
the light, beware of a theme that has deranged 
niore heads and foiled more harpa ihan any otlier 
within the four circles of Allemayne." 

At a quiet Corner of this bustling scene stood an 
invited — but silent and iinobtrusive guest. Theob- 
jects flitted betöre him in all the attractions which 
youth and beauty and courtly attire could create: 
but he was either too familiär with such scenes, or 
too indifferent to them, to feel as olhers of his 
age were expected to feel on the occasion. He 
was a man of prepossessing presence — of siender 
figure and sickly aspect ; but with a fine energetic 
expression,where the in tellectual still predoniinated, 
Goftened and modified by that ühade of settled 
melancholy, which gives more decisive character 
and deeper interest to the featurcs it invests. He 
WBsamilitary man; preserTing, — what it nowcost 
him nn effort to preserve, — the same erect, un- 
yiclding attitude with which he faad been accus- 
tomed to meet the enemy. But a more formidable 
enemy than any he had yet encouutered, was now 
disputing with him his last earthly possession, — 
sapping with a slow, steady band the frail and 
shatteral tenement in whicli life still iound u 
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precarious refuge ; but which was every day nar- 
rowed and endangered by fresh encroachments. 

His appearance was a striking contrast to the 
buoyant and sometimes boisterous spirits, with 
which he was here surrounded. Once or twice he 
was surprised into a sympathetic smile ; but it soon 
passed away» and even in its action brought no 
colour to liis cheek. 

His expression was that of serenity, not of dis- 
satisfaction, as, at first sight, it seemed to indicate. 
It was that kind of expression which succeeds to 
pain subdued, but not forgotten, and which he who 
has been relieved from its immediate pressure 
feels assured will again retum. 

His eye appeared to look beyond the scene 
now moving around him, — his thoughts dwelton 
a topic of deeper interest than any human fes- 
tivities could dissipate or inspire. 

Those who knew not the cause, — to whom, 
even when known, the cause might have been 
indifferent, — set him' down as a fine example of 
the satumine Englishman, who, expressing no 
sympathy in the feelings of others, elicits none in 
return. 

He *mas^ among the numerous guests, the only 
Englishman present While his tacitumity and 
retiring manner were freely credited to the account 
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of national character, his appearance wns a strik- 
ing Portrait of an English getitleman, — a title to 
which it is very diSicult to assign a parallel. A 
gentleniaii and a man of liile are by no means 
synonymous, and are not unfrequently brought 
into remat'kable contrast. The one carries his 
patent of nobility in his face, fresh from the im- 
macuiate fountain of all virtuous and permanent 
distinctions ; the other intrusts it to the antiquity Or 
preterisions of his faniily — to a star, a riband, a 
string of hereditary medals, Struck when the 
World was in its infancy, and Ihe founder of his 
house in power. 

These badges of distinction, which have been 
amongst the nations of the continent, and more 
particularly in Germany, objects of ambition and 
passion from time imniemorJal *, have, also, within 
the last twenty yearsj become populär, and even 
1 in England. 



Among the genllemen prcsent, save the En- 
glishman, there was not a coat without its com- 
plement of stars, ribands, medals, or other trtnkets. 
These badges were not exclusively military, but 
frequently of civil nierit. This, it appears, has a 
very excellent tendency : it exhibits the sovereign 
• Vule Tacit. De Mor. Germ. 
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as much the patron and encourager of the arts of 
peace as he is of the art of war. 

The Englishman at last entered into animated 
conversation with a person of distinction, which 
greatly improved him in the eyes of some ladies 
present, one of whom, with great natvetS^ oön- 
fessed, that, qßer all^ there was something in the 
appearance of a real English gentleman J 

Our national partialities, and, as they are termed, 
prejudices^ are very often a subject of renmrky «nd 
of friendly vituperation, with the gentlemeti In[ie^ 
in this country, but who, themselves, neverthelesi^ 
have their national partialities and prejudices «s 
strongly exeraplified as any other people. 

The Baron von — — -, who had been in England 
for some time, and mixed daily in the best society 
öf the metropolis, gave me occasion to express a 
hope that he had spent bis time agreeably while 
there, and to enquire whether he would prefer 
England as a permanent residence. 

^* Your country," said he, " is ' a magnificent, 
charming country ! As for the ladies, they are 
very pretty ; but if I were to live in England it 
should be with a colony of Germans." 

This avowal, though candid, was not courtly, 
the less so as I had, in his hearing, done every 
justice to his pountrymen ; their hospitality, social 
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qualities, sincerity, and, bj) way of climax, the 
siriking resemblance that almost identified them 
with Englishmen. 

I had a few minutes' conversation wiih the 
stranger. He is an officer of merit and dis~ 
tincdon, and of a cultivated mind. This is my 
first Impression. He is, as he appeared, an in- 
valid, who has siiUered and still suffers niiidi. He 
bas visited niost of the many piaces recooimended 
for invalids in this, and the neighbouring countries, 
but he has derived no permanent benefit from any, 
and expects none. Ems, he thinks, the least 
suitable to bis cose of any baths yet visited. It is 
too dose, — too much hemmed in on all sides ; 
the air during the fervour of noon becomes heated 
as if in an oven. That heat continues to be given 
out from the rocks during the greater part of the 
night, and is, he thinks, niucli morc oppres- 
sive than ever he feit it in the West Indies. He 
is almost suftbcated with it, and iutends to quit 
this for Wiesbaden, where he hopes to find the 
atmosphere more congenial to bis feelings. But, 
with a sbake of tbe head, be added — 
Post equitein sedet atra cura.* 

• He dieil not long nfter 1 parleil witli liim nt Ein». 
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20th« -^ Amongst thö distinguished visiters here 
at present are, the princes of Solmes Braunfels, 
Barchfeldt, Rudolstadt, and Philippsthal. 

To-day I was favoured by Count Munster with 
a letter of introduction to Professor Blumenbach 
of Göttingen, whom I have the gratifying prospect 
of visiting after our return to Altenstein. The 
Count of Munster is lord-rector of the university. 

Friday. — His Royal Highness has the happy 
talient of mäking every one at ease around him, 
and of maintaining his dignity without imposing 
restraint. 

I observed, on a very recent occasion, an 
expression of more impatience than pleasure, on 
presenting a gentleman to him who had deemed 
it indispensably necessary to exhibit all the 
scrapes, sections, and quarterings, which are 
supposed to be the legitimate expression of re- 
spect and good-breeding. Few, indeed, reflect on 
such occasions that they only act upon the faith, 
and by the direction, of the dancing-master, 
— that great and universal drill-serjeant of court 
etiquette. 

The respect and devotion intended to be con- 
veyed by no obsequious wriggling of the body and 
a scraping of the iloor, do not make an apparently 
strong Impression upon His Royal Highness. . . . 
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In reference to lliis, I am strongly remiiided of the 
following anecdote : — 

" A respectable boiirgeois having waited upon 
Marshai Count Torraiio, to complnin of the 
number of soldiers who were qiiartered upon 
him, the latter, who was no German, called bis 
Interpreter. The honest burgess, however, con- 
scious that he couJd tnik, and talk well too, 
declined ihe frieiidly intervention ; and drawing 
himscif up Square in front of the Count, wilh a 
low and reiterated bow, addressed him with " Rr 
Eccclenz !" The Count returned the bow, re- 
peatlng the salutation, — " Ihr Eccelenz ! " 

" Surprised at the honour thus siiddenly ac- 
corded him, the sagacious dient fancied he must 
have mistaken the title, and, therefore, with a still 
lower bow, resiimed, " Monseigneur .'" — " Mon- 
seigiieur," said the Coimt, interrupting him in a 
more serious tone, — " We'll stop, at that, if you 
please, lest, in the excess of our mutual comptl- 
ments, we arrive at ' Your Majesty.' " The 
ahopkeeper was non-plussed and embarrassed) 
which the Count perceiving enqtiired, " What is 
your name, my friend?" — " Spanckenberg." 
answered the man of ceremony ; — " Good ! " said 
tfie Count, " and mine is Torrano. Now, Spanck- 
enberg, what is your business with Torrano?" 
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Friday, lOth. — In glancing over the " list" 
handed in this moming, we observe, with peculiar 
satisfaction, the arrival of the following titled per- 
sonages. To wit: — 

Fiel&'MarshaUess Brasejimann, LieutenofU-Cor 
loneUess Wolframsdorf, Senator- ess Simborsky, 
Master PmveyoT'ess Nootwagel, Doctor-ess Beb- 
rends, Assessor-ess Gutsbesibz, Professor^^ss Phil- 
lipoffsky, — with all the others that end in ess, and 
Schumacherinn (Shoemakeress) Heuckenkamp^ 
aus Mainz. 

Ems, June 16th. — His Royal Highness, as 
a patient, takes freely whatever is prescribed, 
and with that measure of confidence which is 
always gratifying to the physician, and, in cer- 
tain cases, contributes not a little to accele- 
rate the eure. During his present illness, I am 
usually asked about what hour the medicine will 
take effect, and the attack subside. To such 
questions the answer must always be more or less 
hazardous, — yet must be answered. Last night 
the spasm was protracted nearly an hour beyond 
the time predicted. " Well, Doctor, you thought 
this fit would abate by nine o'clock, now you 
observe it is near ten. — Well, well, it can't be 
helped.*' This said, he became perfectly calm. 



The paroxysin subsided so far that he was able 
to retii'e to bed and enjoy some hours of refresii- 
ing sieep. 

June 25. — His Royal Duke's asthmatic attack 
is now over. It began on the 12tli witii the 
usual Symptoms. Two days ago it gradunlly 
subsided, and to-day be walked out and continues 
perfectly convalescent. The only thing to be 
feared, and which is rendered probable by the 
sultry State ofthe weather, is a relapse. Dunng 
the foituight, his Royal Highncss has gone to 
bed every niglit at, or before, eleveii o'clock, and, 
in no instance, was obhged to get iip before half 
past five. It would be difficult to say to what 
cause this remarkable micigntion of symptomB 
is to be atCributed. In all probability, miich 
benefit has accrued from change of diet, air, 
exercise, and Situation. This has been tlie easiest 
attack His Royal Highness bas experienced for 
four-and-lwenty years, I have been seven nights 
on the watch, not from auy necessity suggested by 
the Symptoms, buf fi'om a sense of the high re- 
sponsibility of the Situation in which I am placed. 
To altend a patient in London, where the first 
talent and esperience of the day may be called to 
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our assistance at a minute's notice, afFords con- 
fidence and removes anxiety; but to attend a 
similar case in Germany, where no such profes- 
sional resources are open to us, is a duty of 
ihcreased weight and consideration. Under these 
circunistances, I have been gready assisted in the 
discharge of my duties by that frank and gratiiy- 
ing confidence which His Royal Highness bas 
deigned to repose in me. The confidence of his 
patient is, in every case, öf first rate importance to 
the physician. In the former it inspires hope, 
and, in the latter, gives a twofold efficacy to the 
salutary resources of his art. 

The right of interrogation has been duly ex- 
ercised by His Royal Highness during the attack. 
When administering the difFerent medicines sug- 
gested by the Symptoms present, he has generally 
desired ine to explain to him " why exhibited in 
this or that form, how, why, and with what com- 
biiied, their nature, properties, and the indications 
they were intended to fulfil," These were questions 
which, at times, I feit difficulty, often delicacy, in 
answering. To one of them he was pleased to 
add the following compliment : — "I will do you 
the justice to say that, although a young physician, 
the medicines you have given me during my illness 
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have fully answered tlie purpose intended. I have 
not got so easily over it for ranny years." 

Continental fare. — " There are some dislies," 
Said a gentleman at tablcj " for which, though 
great deUcacies of their kinil, and holding a dis- 
tinguished place at the board, I cannot acquire a 
becoming relish j these are snail-soup, boiledßvgs, 
and saw kraut, — all fill my mind with horrid 
imaginings, and I gladly wave my rightful pio- 
portion in favour of niy teft band neighbour. 
Time, however, and a more matured taste, may 
overcome this hesitation. I may yet, — who 
can answer for taste ! — gaze with the longing eye 
of an epicure where 



" Sola palude m 



s quEeruloB dat ti 



Along tbe banks of the Lahn the croaking of 
frogs is incessant, and particularly loud in the 
evening. 



June 30th. — "I was much affected by the 
Story of Nonnermerder !" " said a gentleman, as 
we sat under a tree in the public gardens, — 
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^^ Such examples of all-endnring love are rare and 
well deserving of record. I believe, however,- 
that as much feal love exists in the present time 
as ever distinguished the sentimental dames and 
knights of old. Instances in point are every day 
occurring, even in this province. And, with facts 
at home, why should we travel to Nonnenwerder ? 
• . • You don't seem to underständ me," he added; 
** to go no farther back, there's the case of Hosen" 
thaL Have you not heard it ? Very odd. — It is 
as common as Der Freyschütz. — Hear, the chil- 
dren are chanting it even now. — There is a copy of 
it. — The words set to the Rhenish air of Ritter 
u, Fraulein. — It is, in my opinion, worth twenty 
Nonnenwerders. Take my advice, when you want 
a love subject, never travel into the depths of 
antiquity for it ; — do as I do, — pluck the flowers 
where they grow ! Well; can you decypher it? 
Let US hear. 

A widow wonned in Ems, 

Just one short week ago ; 
And, of all the Rhenish gems, 

She had the rub^'s glow ! 
With look ascant, Uke adamant. 

All hearts, and thoughts, and eyes invading ; 
While strangers hied, and lovers sighed, 

Wherever she was promenading I 
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One night, — 'twas late in June, 

But later still at night» 
With her * light guitar' in tune. 

And her heart^ 'tis said, eis light, 
A Rkter came, — avow'd his flame. 

And swore he could not live without her, 
She bid him * die* — but still her eye 

Said Uve and thrive, — he did not doubt her ! 

He knew that Ivps deceive, 

But that love's Interpreters 
Are the eyes,— ye may believe — 

And those sunny eyes were hers. 
With Speeches bland he press'd her hand, 

And talk'd in most impassion'd sonnet, 
Till she confess'd, with melting breast, 
■ Shelov'dhimlike — tfte iäst uffot Jfmsrarr 

For joy the Ritter reePd — 

She sigh'd, and smil'd, and sigh'd, — 
So 'twas settled — almost seal'd — 

From that hour she was a bride ! 
And while they sat in tender chat 

Of hearts that glow'd on Hymen's altar, — 
A sudden flash, — a white moustache, — 

And whack ! — a voice that made them falter ( 

Oh ! — such a glaring eye ! 

" Madame ! Who 's your paramour ? 
By my Father's battle-cry 

He 's a ghost this very hour I 
Draw, traitor, draw ! my sword's the law, — 

Fit tribunal for base encroacher ! 
* Lei Uood 's the rule,' hot heads to cool. 

So there / there 's at you — Mister Poacher ! " 



( 
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Now wildly from her trance, 

Where like Niobe she gazed, 
The lady flew ascance, 

And spoke " Now Heaven be prais'd ! 
Thou 'rt come at last ! My woes are past ! " 

This Said she grew a little bolder ; 
Each word that feil told like a spell 

And then — she sobb'd upon his Shoulder : — 

" Oh I how I 've moum'd and mourn'dy 

Till life and health did droop ! 
When tidings none return'd 

From my Gottlieb, or hb troop I 
Like turtle-dove I wail'd my love " — 

(" He ?" " Bless thee, dear, 'twas but a neighboury) 
So came to draw life from the Spa ; — 

^I>o) <i«<u.-co( I ahcuih thut ugly sahre J ) 

** I 've drank six pints to-day. 

Just from that little ßasche . . . 
Wut taste?" "NoI" « Well, how grey 

Time has tum'd thy dear moustache I 
Speak, Gottlieb, speak I look at my cheek ! 

See how 'tis channell'd o'er with crying ! 
I 've such a cough — since you went off, 

Both Diel and Dhöring^ thought me dying. 

" They did indeed ; quite tnie ; 

I was dying, would have died : 
My grief Heaven only knew ; 

Stül I wept, and prayed, and sigh'd 
For thy retum, befoire the um 

Had clos'd, — I feit it closing, — o'er me. 
The thought, how cold ! the mould, the mould. 

And not a Gottlieb to deplore me ! 

* Two diätinguished physicians of Ems. 
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"Think, — only thinkl" aloud 

Shefiobb'd; the Eoldier sigh'd, 
" Have I snatch'd thee froai a sliroud, — 

JuBt arrived to save my bride I " 
Hc ceas'd to speak j o'er bis rough cbeek 

Repentant tears ran fast aad fester. 
" True, he was raah ; tbat white moustachc, 

But Ifiye waa such a jeolous master ! 

" To suspect her gave him pain, — 

Oh I it pain'd him to the core I 
But, once himaelf ag£un. 

All he'd do was — lo adore! " 
A long Salute eoiilirra'd Ihe suit, 

For ever banish'd all upbraiding ! 
Next moming there, — thrice happy pairl 
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Aschaffenburg, Jiily Sd. — We this morning 
left Frankfort, and aller a delightfui drive, have 
arrived in time to visil ihe chätea.u, gardens, con- 
vent, and other objects, to which the stranger's 
attention is directed. Their Royal Highnesses 
have matte the circuit of these on foot as usual, 
and have returned to the inn much pleased with 
the scene and Situation. 

The field of Dettingen lies between this and 
Hanau, and I have several hours to accomplish 
that pilgrimnge. 

I have known men of undoubted taste, and of 
acknowledged reputation for Icarning, who woutd 
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have been staggered by a simple question in 
Continental topography, I have heard men who 
could make an eloquent speech in the Senate, 
and who could give no adequate account of its 
original Constitution. I have met with raen, — 
warm patriots too, — - who had traced at great 
expense and personal danger, the route of Ebn- 
nibal across the Alps to the Lake of Thrasymenus 
and the gates of Spoleto, and who had never 
bestowed one hour's study to trace the victorious 
march of Marlborough. In short, there are men, 
— brave soldiers, and subjects of Britain, — men 
^:l«<7 liMvc spenc many months in Germany^ but 
who have never visited the field of Dettingen, or 
the plains of Blenheim. 

This presents an anomaly of sentiment and 
action for which it is difficult to account, and 
which it would be impossible to believe, were it 
not supported upon the daily evidence of facts. 

That those of our travelling countrymen who 
have passed their days in the quiet retirement of 
social life, should be met on the field of Dettingen, 
is highly creditable to their feelings; but that the 
soldier, in whose bosom the admiration of glorious 
deeds may be supposed to have kindled the strongest 
flame, should so seldom visit, and be so little con- 
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versant with, the battle-fields of his ancestors, ia 
both surprizing aiid mortifyjng. 

" Soii ! " — Said the gallant Heppenheim, pre- 
senting a family sword to the young warrior, — 
" Visit the battle-fields of thy country as thou 
wouldest the burial-ground of thy fathers ! Let thy 
piety fowards the one, and thy patriotism towards 
tlie oiher, g!ow with eqiial and undiminished ardour. 
Choose thebravestforjJiy model in the field ; select 
the wisest for thy counsellors in the hall ! Visit the 
battle-fields of thy country ! Recal the slruggles 
it encountered, the arniies it subdued. Where 
a victory was achieved, cnrefiilly weigh and con- 
sider the principal means and circumstances by 
which it was secured. Where our arms have 
been unsuccessful, ascertain the cause, visit the 
Spot, compare tinie and circumstances; reflect 
with impartiality, and pronounce with caution. 
A single defeat may be niore instructive than 
twenty victories. Employ thy utmost efforts to 
secura victory, and let its advantages be used 
with discretion. To the inexperienced, success 
may be more dongerous than a reverse. Victory, 
like prospcrity, requii'es vigilance and moderation. 
Where the mind is niosi pleased, the judgment is 
teast guarded ; and too much of the cup of pleasure 
will paralyze the band of the most approved soldier. 
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In time öf peace let us not forget the arts of war, 
and these in their turn will secure the former. . . : ' 
I shall not, like the Carthaginian of old, exact from 
my son the Performance of a vow. Thy country's 
enemies are thine. She now claims the assistance 
of thy hand, — give her also thy heart. The sword 
with which I gird thee, has long been as a' 
sickle in the harvest The enemy have fallen' 
before its sweeping edge, like sheaves under the 
scythe of the reaper. It has been the palladium 
of thy family ; — it shall be thine. Let it never 
be drawn but in the cause of right — in defence 
of thy country, and it will be thy defence. 
Observe the motto on its blade : — * Deäthj but 
not dishonour ! ' It was the war cry of thy 
ancestors ; it has descended to thee bright with 
a hundred victories; and there is yet space fbr 
thine. The hacks upon its edge are epochs in its 
history. May that history be still further illus- 
trated by thy own deeds. Son ! receive the sword 
of Heppenheim ; and let the shrine where thou 
payest thy first vows be, the battle-fields of thy 
ancestors ! " 

" Get me a true and intelligent guide," said I, 
stepping into the inn at AschafFenburg, " I will 
Visit the field of Dettingen." « The field of 
Detting?" * interrupted mine host. " The same. 

* It is generally pronounced Detting in conversation. 
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It is a pilgrimage wbich every patriot ought to 
undertake who passes ihis Bavarian frontier." — 
" It is bot seldom," observed mine host of the 
Spread Eagle, " tbat the place is enquired for " — 
'* What ! is it possible that so many of my com- 
pati'iots pass and repass, without one small tribute 
to the scene of one of the inost splendid draniiis 
in the catalogue of British achievemeots ? " — " It 
is precisely as I have stated." — " You astonish 
me. Pray how do your numerous guests contrive 
to amuse themselves, for I observe that your house 
is quite füll?" 

*' Why, as for amusement, I find little difEculty 
with your countrymen. The first question miloid 
addresses on alighting is, ' What wines have 
you?' I answer him — as 1 have now the honour 
of doing — by banding die wein preise, Milord 
Orders a Sask of Jobannisberg} and another of 
Neckar, with dinner at six o'clock, and the busineas 
is settled." 

" Bat the ladies," I interposed, — " do the ladies 
not sometimes make an excursion to Dettingen ? " 

" Not one," replied my host, " when milady 
arrlvea, she says to me, ' How are your beds ? 
— are they well aired ? — are tliere any .... 
what you call 'em ? — were they slept in last 
jnight?' I say yes, milady, there are rio what you 
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"^call ^em, and the graf von Blinkenan and dib 
<jrrafinn slept in them last night. Upon this 
milady alights, examines the bed, the lock, de- 
scends to dinner, drinks tea at nine, and going to 
bed, leaves Orders for post horses at nine next 
moming, and I hear no more of her." 

^^ But you have a fine old chateau here ; surely 
they Visit that at least." 

<^ Some do, and some do not," answered my 
landlord ; ^^ it is nevartheless a very fine chfiteau, a 
very old chäteau too, for it was in the Red Scutdieoxt 
Chamber that George, King of England, seeond of 
that name, and of glorious memory, slept, if jsol- 
diers like him could sleep, on the eve of the great 
battle." 

** I thank you heartily for this Information ; — 
the Ked Scutcheon Chamber is itself worth a pQ- 
grimage ; — let us see that by all means." 

«* Why, to teli you truth," replied my host, *^ I 
never was in the Chamber myself." .... 

. f« What I never in the Chamber of George II. ? 
How long, pray, have you been host at Aschaffen- 
burg ? " 

^* Thirty-eight years. I was bom here, and my 
father — Heaven be his rest ! — was landlord of 
the Spread Eagle befbre me." 

" Thirty-eight years !" said I, "and not once ia 
the Ked Scutcheon Chamber ? . . . Well, I must 
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henceforth object nothing to my countrjmen, who 
have not visited the fieltl of Dettingen." 

" Shall I call theyager P" enquired die landlord; 
" he can tnake a good story of it, and knows 
every body and every thing." 

" Who is Üiei/ager?" 

" The yager," resumed my landlord, " is, or 
rather was, a young man of seeiuly parts, for he 
is now Short of a leg and an arm. The one was 
carried away by a shot at Wagram, and the other 
by a frosty night in Russland. His tongue, never- 
theless, remains active and uninjured, and he will 
teil you all about Detting and ihe Red Scutcheon 
Chamber. It is but six months since he found a 
skull turned up by the plough on the field of 
Detting ; he has shown it to several of your 
English {^iciren, and tbey say that a sight of die 
skull is quite as good, and the same os if they had 
actually spent a day on the field : — shall I call 
him?" 

" By all means, call the yoger, and see that he 
bring his skuU with him : — an old soldier, will 
more readily do justice to his subject, — he will 
find me in front of the chäteau." 

Aschaffenbarg is to Frankfort what Richmond 
is to London, — a place of general resort on Sun- 
days and holidays, where wine, music, and dancing 
T a 
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are to be had as cheap and as good of the kind as 
any in Germany. The beautifui river that flows 
ander its walls, ofiers a cool and delightful summer 
communication between the commercial capital 
and this rural retreat. The bridge by which the 
town is approached from the west is of great 
length, lofty» and imposing, and offers ß. fine spe- 
cunen of the old pontifical architecture. It opens 
into a magniiicent avenue, composed of double 
rows of tall poplars, the youngest of which may 
have waved over the army of Marlborougb. 
Barges pass and repass under the arches of the 
bridge, forming a busy line of commerce between 
the frontier and interior of Bavaria, of which As- 
diaffenburg is here the key« 

The ch&teau is a handsome red stone structure^ 
occupying the precipitous bank of the river, and 
in the distance forming a handsome and striking 
feature in the landscape, which is still farther en- 
riched by the neighbouring church spire, öf lofty 
and Singular construction. The Windows of the 
ch§Lteau command the country for many miles 
round, and render it a desirable point for military 
Observation. The advantages of its position, and 
the pictüresque character of its scenery, are fuUy 
appreciated by the reigning family. It maintains 
a strong military depot. Some of the finest e& 
fusions of that pen which is one day to be laid 




aside for the sceptre, were composed within these 
royal precincts, The gardens of ihe chäteau are 
extensive, and hang pendent over the waters of 
the Maine. Tranquillity relgns in their enclosare. 
The nightingales have selected them for their 
retieat. To a mind deeply imbued with classical 
Images and recollections, these gardens appeared 
a second PIndus, and the bright stream by which 
they are watered another Helicon. It is not 
surprising tlial the crown Prince of Bavaria * 
should have become an elegant poet. 

Before I had time to proceed in my contem- 
plations, thei/agei- made his appearance. " Ecce- 
lenz," Said he, slightly touching a broad foreliead, 
upoii which was mounted a military coeked hat, 
brown with ihe rust of an irksotne i>eace, " was 
hefehlen sie ? " My attention was powerfully ar- 
rested by his whole exterior. He stood fiill six 
feet high, as erecC and stately upoii one foot as 
tnany others could do on a pair, Not a muscle 
of his face moved during my short scrutiny. The 
ancient moustache still curled luxuriantly upon 
his Upper lip. Hia cheeks were weatJierbeaten 
and lank ; his nose sliglitly aquiline, thin to- 
wards its apex, on its left side a scar, running 

" Now King — high!)' populär as an enlightened soTereign, 
a liberal patron of mcn of genius, and himself distingubheil 
as an author of degont nnd classic taste. 
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to what anatomists call the *^ external angular 
process of the frontal bone," and in its clear, pro- 
minent ridge giving token of some past but deadly 
rencontre, The eye of the same side had es- 
caped, as it were, miraculously, and was not k 
whit inferior in expression and lustre to its fellow 
on the right. On the contrary, it seemed not a 
little proud of the scar in its neighbourhood. He 
wore a green frock-coat, which appeared an old 
and well tried friend. Attempts had been made 
to modernise it. The worsted braidhig had been 
recently stript from the faded lapelle, while the 
green fresh surface it had occupied was distincdy 
marked out. The contrast was strikingly appli- 
cable to the wearer; his exterior had sufiered more 
from climate and circumstance than his coat. 
The shadow left by the braiding spoke for the 
texture and colour of the one in its best days, 
the other was left to conjeeture. The sleeve on 
the right side was empty, and looped to a button 
on the ehest. The left, and lower extremity had 
been substituted by a wooden pillar, which a few 
rüde Instruments had fashioned to its purpose, 
and enabled to balance that stately wreck of which 
it now formed a prop. A button-hole on the left 
breast made a frugal confession of farther Services, 
displaying about an inch of riband with an al- 
ternate stripe of scarlet, yellow, and green. A 
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black varnished stock secured the neck, 
the head a more martial clevatlon. The coat 
buttooed close up to the gorge, but its original 
buttons had been changed. I did not enquire the 
cause, — it was trifling, — but the measure was 
no less expedient or even imperative. The same 
Order which had recalled the Bourbon to bU 
throne, had also proscribed the button oq the 
coat of the yager. A smaU lace loop, amid all 
these chaiiges, was still retained on the riglit 
Shoulder. It had conßiied the sword-belt, and w^s 
delicately worked with the well known emblem of 
industry. Äs I continued to observe him some 
time with attention and in silence, bis rigid ex- 
pression began to relax, the mtiscles of the lip 
quivered with a slight nervons convulsion, evinc- 
ing some degree of inipatience at the scrutiny 
he had undergone. He no doubt took me for 
one of ihose iiumerous travellers whose aitn is 
the discovery of odd characters, wlio — provided 
they are amused with the exterior which has 
oflen been the sport of moiit painful circum- 
stances — enquire no farther, reflect no farther, but 
indulge in a hearty laugh, and on their retum 
honie make their friends merry for a twelvemonth 
wilh a ludicrous picture of the " fellow tliey ouce 
met with at Aschaffenburg !" 
T i- 
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and gave | 
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It; 18 cFuel to ^MNTt with wounded feelings»^— 
to laugh at the mUfortunes of others, unless whefie 
we bave rdieved them» and die sufferer lau^s 
with US. 

^< I am much obliged to the Iandk>rd," said I, 
<^ for the promptitude with which he has suppUed 
my greatest want, that of an intelligent guide.'' , . 

The yager^ re-assured by this little intfoditc^ 
tioDi and the gravity of my manner, repeated bis 
first salutation^-— advanced three steps,— «facedto 
the right, and with an expression of lively int^est 
in my behalf, enquired ^^ with what ob^ects.;hi6 
Eccelenz would wish to commence his obsenr- 
ations?" 
. " We shall begin," I replied, " with the cha^ 
teau, — ^ walk through the gardens, — look into 
the church, — and conclude by a visit to the bridge 
through the principal street, — a view from the ram*- 
parts ^•" — " And,'' he interrupted, pointing to a 
neat and genteel building on the left band, ** thß 
interior of the convent — nickt wahr /^" . . . 

<< With all my heart ; and afterwards we shall 
take the cool of the evening and make good our 
descent upon Dettingen." 

The eye of tlie veteran flashed fire as I pro- 
nounced the name. He seenied to gain in stature; 
and the wooden leg on the left side, as if suddenly 
aniraated at the word, was brought into active 
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Operation with the floor where we stood. "Yes," 
sald I, in order that no doubt might be lefl of the 
fect, " in the evening, God wllling, we shall visit 
the field of Dettingen ! " 

I was sensibly gralified with the evident satis- 
faction this piece of unexpected intelligence had 
conveyed, thongh, at the time, I coiild assign no 
adeqiiate cause for so pleasing^an effect, Doubt- 
less it was the spirit of the old soldier stirring 
within him. In tracing the positions of an an- 
cient field, he recalls ihe vivid picture of his own 
adventures. His criticisnis of the diffeient posi- 
tions of rival squadrons are chastened by personal 
experience. Where he comniends or where he 
blames, his personal history supplies _him with a 
hundred modern instnnces to illustrate his points 
of attackand defence. He has his Utile prejudices, 
it is true, ns well as his partiaüties ; but his praise, 
where it is bestowed, has ihat hearty pith of ex- 
pression in it, thal overpowering burst of natural 
eloquence about it, that it strikes on ihe ear like 
the sonnd ofa war-trnmpet, and the sympathising 
pulse throbs with a wild and electric Sensation. 
No, none but the tridy brave can eulogise the 
brave, or duly appreciate a brave man's actions. 

The heavy tread of my conductor's club along 
the hall, as he bustled on before me, recalled my 
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scattered ideas, and reminded me that I was now 
in the di&teau. He halted, — opened a door, — 
stood for a moment with the bulb of the lock in 
his band, and beckoning me to enter, '< This,'' 
said he, ^< is the Red Scutcheon Chamber ! " 

My attention was instantly arrested. *^ The 
Red Scutcheon Chamber," I repeated, ^^ and the 
Chamber where George II. of England reposed 
on the eve of the battle ?" 

^* Precisely !" answered my guide, — " da ist die 
Königs zimmer ! " 

There are feelings, conjured up by circum- 
stances and associations, which every one has 
experienced more or less, and which awake powec- 
ful and lasting impressions, such as we choose 
rather to encourage than controL It is this fecd- 
ing which sheds a lialo around the crumUii^ 
remams of antiquity, and makes the desert blossom 
iike the rose. What were the shores of the 
Tyber, the heights of Tusculum, or even the field 
of Marathon, but for the glorious recoUections 
that have descended to us Iike «an inheritance, 
and been imbibed with the earliest and brightest 
dreams oi youth ! It is her 300 triumphs that 
have given to Rome an immortal ascendency 
over the spirit. It is the still brighter triumphs 
of eloquence and philosophy which have identified 
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tfaeinselves with every stone on the heights of 
Tiisculum; and it is the triumph ofliberty which 
has consecrated the field of Marathon ! The 
mouldering and mossy crucifix which arrcsts the 
pilgrim's steps amid the pathless solitudes of the 
Apennines, owes its influence to the same source 
of association. The fragment of a broken spear 
or of a rasty huckler, picked np by the simple 
ploughman, has converted his field into a camp, 
peopled it with rival armies, and called to hght 
transnctioQS, persons, and tiines, which had long 
slumbered under the mask of ages. 

Ask the pilgrim why he encounters so many 
pains and privations to be able to kneel at die 
Steps of St. Peter's. He will admit ihat it is not 
the simple gratiücation of saluting the toe of St. 
Petei's Statue; buthe has heard, and " his fathers 
have told him," that the place is blessed with the 
more special presence of the Divinity, and that it 
is there he must sue for protection and forgiveness. 
Thus, what he has never seen has become sacred 
from association, — and so it is in respect to every 
thing eise. The chair I was once shown in the 
library, and the house over which I was conducted, 
inoneof ihestreetsof Ferrara, in pointofmaterials 
and execution, were botli of the most ordinary 
description, — nothing, amid the proud monumcnts 



284 SCUTCHEON CHAMBER. — PORTRAIT. 

around to call for a moment's Observation, — but 
they were the hoüse and the chair of Ariostö ! 

In like manner, to the uninformed traveller, 
the Red Scutcheon Chamber of Aschäffehburg 
would present scarcely one feature of attraction. 
He would enter it without interest, and leave it 
without one accompanying recollection. But teil 
him that it was there a British sovereign reposed 
in his armour, — disposed of his resources, • — 
arranged his system of Operations for the battle 
that was to immortalise the foUowing day, — and he 
will instantly return and feel as if every panel of 
the wainscotting had become suddenly animated, 
and himself a spectator in the opening drama. 

With feelings very much akin to these, I stood 
in the solitude of this Chamber — impressed still 
more strongly by the recollection of a portrait, to 
which was attached a domestic legend. The por- 
trait was that of a young soldier represented — I 
will not say with what taste — with his fair hair 
clotted with blood. The legend was brief, and on 
the back of the canvass, — " Fell in combat, June, 
26th, 1743." 

The yager, like a sensible guide, after announc- 
ing the Chamber, left me to draw from the circum- 
stance such meditations and reflections as the time 
^nd place suggested. I had often been annoyed 
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by the obtriisive eloquence of former ciceront ; 
and so intenupted in my reveries by their im- 
pertltient criticisms and atteiitions, tbaC I becanie 
strongly prepossessed in his favour. A good 
Cicerone sbould be like a faithfiil chronicle, whicli 
we can open and shut at pleasure, without having 
a mass of heterogeneous and irrelevant matter 
pressed forcibly and unseasonably upon us. With 
the Veteran who has bit off the ende of fifty thou- 
sand cartridges, or so, there is good companion- 
ship, — ulways something to be had for asking, 
and something in reserve, 

The sound of a post-bugle rang in the distance. 
A rider on a richly caparisoiied steed pulled up 
in front of the chüteau. A bustling was heard in 
front of liie guard-room ; the nien were suddenly 
calied out ; two officers Sprung forward to their 
place ; a carriage at nearly ihe same instant drove 
iip to the door; the soldiers presented arms ; two 
attendants flew to the Steps of the carriage, from 
which there alighted a light and elegant figure, 
with an espression of grace, dignity, and intelli- 
gence, wliich, more than the royal retinue by 
which she was acconipanied, announced the 
Pi-incess Royal of Bavaria.* 

• Now Queun — daughter of the Duke ofSaxe-Altenbuig, 
anU ncver namcd ia Oennan}' without a tribute ofpraiEe. 
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The pomp of State, tbe blazonry of arms, and 
the glittering throng of attendants, may dazde the 
eye, and flatter a weak imagination, but it Ib only 
to the qualities of the heart, to the accomplish- 
ments of mind, that the heart rend^s a ^riUiog 
homage. It is the presence of the dlvinity that 
imparts beauty and sanctity to the shrine, and 
where its living presence is demonstrated by so 
many external Symptoms, there will ever be a heart 

to render homage, and a pen to record its praise. 

* * * 

** What," Said I, as the yager retumed^ *^ an^ 
oiher disappointment ? " 

" Eccelenz," replied he, " the convent will not 
be qpen to strangers tili Thursday next." 

" Thursday next ! " I exclaimed ; " I shall be 
at the baths of Liebenstein by Thursday ne^t. • • . 
Is there no possibility of obtaining an express 
Order under these circumstances ? " 

" I fear not," — answered my guide ; " but," he 
resumed, ^^ we may feil upon some expedient— " 

« Expedient ! " I interrupted ; " what expe- 
dient?" 

The yager looked cautiously around him: — 
" There are three ways of entering a fortress," 
whbpered he, — *^ by capitulation, by storm, and 
by stratagem." 



THE tager's STRATAGEH. 287 

" I cannot," said I, " as a gentleniaD, resort to 
any stratagem that would compromise the pro- 
found respect I entertain for all similar iiisti- 

tutions I should be deliglited to obtain au 

Order, but — " 

" Eccelenz," interrupted the yager, *' I aa 
an old soldier, little given to speech, but reaäy to 
act with promptness and fidelity where my Services 

are required You wish to see the convent? " 

— " Yea." — " And you cannot wait tili next 
Thursday ? " — " No." — " The regulär line of 
march, then, is interrupted." — " It is, and I am 
sorry for it." 

" And I am glad of it." 

" How ?" — " You shall hear. By the * order ' 
you would only have seen ' die Nonnen ' through 
the grating — " 

" And perhaps the safer way too." 
* '* But by the stratagem, you will see them at 
vespers, hear them sing, and look at their eyes 
tili yotir own are dazzled." 

" Oh, as for that, there would be but small 
rbk : and yet a battery of bright eyes — you say 
right — is a thing to be — avoided." 

" To be carried ! " added the yager in amendi- 
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** You arc a soMier," said I ; " * courage * k . 
yo^r watchwordy * cauiion' is mine/* 

^' To-nighty too^ there will be a service at midU.. 
night. That is the time to see every thing to 
advantage. If you will, therefore, trust an an? ^ 
dent mar6chal-de-cainp — • " 

" Mar6chal-de-camp ! '* I expressed my.sur?;; 
prise at the title. " Did you say — »" ) 

.^* I said) if you will leave the afiair to me, you .* 
shall not be disappointed." 

" But,'* I argued) " wilhout an •(»•der' thc^j, 
attempt looksüke sacrilege; besides — " / . ^ 

*VYou have niore hesitation in such inaUiers 
than some of your countrymen. You would and | 
you would not — " , 

^M would not, I confess, attempt any entei:- 
prize that might — " 

" In a word, then," concluded the yager, " the ^ 
only danger you will be exposed to will be the 
influence of stars ; and, I must add, there have 
been recently added to the constellation two of . 
incomparable brilliancy.** 

** I had heard something whispered at Frank- 
fort,*' I said, " but nothing that led me to appre* 
hend danger in this quarter.'' 

" There is a young Capitän of your country 



who could teil you olherwise," added the yager, 
witli a significant glance ; " aod there is one, tiow 
within these walls, who could avenge the whole 
sex upon your apatby, Have you Tiever hiiard of 
ihe Fiaulehi von Himtnelstadc ? " — " Fraulein 
von Himmelstadt ! " I exclaimed. — The name 
instantly recalied the scene I had witiiessed at 
Cologne : — " Certainly it is a name I have heard j 
but — " 

" I thought SO)" replied ihe yager ; " iew, in- 
deed, that have not heard of her, and none that 
have heard of, but would wish to see her." 

" Pray," said I, " how happens it that the 
Fräulein von Himmelstadt has taken up her resi- 
dence within these walls?" 

" There is niore of loim than religio» in the 
cause," answered my Informant. " She arrived 
here last Tuesday under an escort of two maiden 
aunts. It is whispered she was on the point of 
eloping with a Jbreigner, but was, happily, frus- 
trated by the vigilance of her keepers, and is 
now expected to do penonce here for sonie time - 
in consequence." 

" And tlie aunts ? " 

" They have an apartment in the convent^ and, 
it is said, mount guard in person every niglit, 
relieving each otlier at short inlervals." 
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" But why all this vigilance ? is any thing für- 
ther apprebended ? " 

" Yes, now that they have removed her from 
substantial danger, they begin to torment them- 
selves with shadows. They suspect even the sex 
of the pioiis sisters, — pretend that they hear feet, 
and see faces at the sky-lights. It was but last 
night that one of these lieroines laid violent hands 
upon Father Joseph as he left the altar in the 
dark; and had he not calied for help — " 

<^ She took him for some adventurous knigl^ 
no doubt; one with an eye to the hidden treasure. 
They have set theraselves a critical task. I know 
of no Service that demands so mach vigilance and 
precaution as that of watching a young beauty." 

" And particularly," added the yager, " when 
the young beauty^ is indifferent to the success of 
that Service. Walls are of small avail wh^e 
the Operations from without are seconded by dis* 
affection within." 

" You mean to say that the resolute nieasures 
adopted by the aunts do not meet with a lively 
co-operation on the part of the niece? Nothing, 
indeed, is more common than to repay such 
Services with ingratitude ! " 

" In good sooth," said the yager, " I imagine that 
a cell, a few additional locks^ bolts, and grating, 
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witha couple of sphi?ixes as seiitinels, are not tlie 
most likely meaas to elicit feelings of gratitude 
in a young lady's mintl." 

" Certaiiily they are not the most likely ; and 
Stil), strong though tliey be, tliere are instonces on 
record where such raeasures have been com- 
pletely defealed by the ingeauity of ardent minds, 
showiag that lovej amid all the obstruction thrown 
in its way, will often — no one knows how — 

obtain possession of the master-key But is it 

Guspected that the lover is aware of tlie circuni- 
stance ? " 

The yager answered with a shrug evasive, — 
" No person in the convent thinks he is." 

" Yes ; but does any one out of the convent 
knaw he is ? " 

" Why," answered the yager, " there ought to 
be niore Information withiu the convent than out 
of it — this is always to be admitted — eise why 
should people be sent there to eure them of 
ignorance; andifso — " 

" True; the conclusion to be drawn is distinct. 
I by no means press the point. I am willing to 
give you credit for much more knowledge than 
you profess. I admire discretion — partJcularly 
where there is a convent. Aä you assure me, 
too, that there is no chance of an express * ordert 
u 2 
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I shall do my best to overcome my scruples, and 
commend myself to your delicate execution of tbe 
plan proposed." 

" Never fear." — He took a small metal figure 
from bis breast like some ancestral saint or house* 
bold god ; but in wbich a second glance enabied 
me to recognise a well-knomi military attitude. 
^* I would sooner — " he added, with energy, 
** sooner lose the reputation of a brave soldier — 
the glorious recoUections elicited by a glance at 
this my tutelary genius, than betray the conädence 
reposed in me I " He replaced the figure in bis 
breast. 

" 'Tis raore than enough," I said ; " and now 
that your genius has been invoked for the occasion, 
I feel quite confident of success. Your little idol, 
however, would not now, I fear, pass muster in the 
convent." 

" True, .... there is not much of the saint ; — ^ 
there was a time, nevertheless, when a soldier 
would have been as welcome ; — but saint or 
soldier, there is not a name in the calendar to 
which so much genuine devotion has been 
oifered, — none at whose shrine so many great 
men have done homage, — none to whom so 
many fair priestesses ofFered incense, — none to 
\viLom genius in misfortune, a brave man in 
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tieglect, could apply with such hopes of speedy 
relief, — iione under whose aiispices the soldier 
feit Iiis courage more assured, or his merits niore 
certaiiiofnotice. — Yes, you were right, it «sanidol, 
and will be the soldier's idol ivhen many prouder 
divinities have dropped from their niche," .... 

The yager made an efFbrt lo proceed ; but hls 
voice was choked by the recollections and feeUngs 
wliich tumultiiously seemed to demaiid iitterance 
Qt the same moment. He was sllent;.... the 
espression of his countenance had undei^one a 
remarkable change. Every individual hair of his 
moustache seemed animated; his eye-brows lowered 
and knil themselves into half-a-dozen deeply in- 
dented furrows ; his hands and teeth were clenched ; 
a trembling seJzed his muscies; and as I looked 
upon his fine masculine features, they recalied to 
my mind the niingied expression of mental and 
bodÜy agony of the Laocoon. 

" 'Tis the lead!" he exclaimed with a struggle, 
" Russian lead," and stooping at the same time, 
pressed the only band that remained jaithful, to 
his groin ; then making a strong effort lo suppress 
the pain, and resume a forced smile, added calnily, 
" it is only the lead!" 

I was not merely surprised, bnt aensibly touched 

by this sudden change and paroxysm of bodily 

u 3 
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suffering, which all his mustered energy could 
neither subdue nor disguise. My eager enquirie^ 
into the cause, were only answered by a repetition 
of the same words, — ** The lead ; the lead ! * '* 
Thecold Perspiration gathered in thick drops upon 
forehead, and his lips were compressed with a 
convulsive efibrt, — struggling powerftilly against 

the confession of pain The cause soon became 

manifest; — it was indeed lead, and lead that he may 
probably carry with him to the grave. What could 
be done? " Vita brevis — ars longa;" — something 
at least to alleviate intolerable pain, of which the 
least motion brought on a fresh accession. This 
was distressing. No person was in sight, neither 
to fetch a remedy nor to support the sufferer, whö 
might die if left even for a few minutes. There 
was no time to deliberate. I placed him with as 
much tendemess as I could against an abutment 
of the rampart, and, encouraging him to bear up 
courageously for a little, I left him, and in less 
than ten minutes retumed with what I conceived 
would prove useful. He was half doubled with 
the pain ; but at my request drank, unhesitatingly, 
what I had hastily prepared from the travelling 
ehest. I watched with anxiety for the effect. We 
had now assistance at hand, and I proposed to 
remove him ; but he dreaded to change his po- 

* A musket bullet^ deeply lodged in the body. 
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sition ; — experience forbade, and we forbore in 
anxious anticipation of ihe resiilt. At length he 
removed his band from his side, and raised himself 
erect. Hisfeatureswererelaxed, hiseje briglitened; 
and wiping witli his faded lapelle the stagnant 
drops which pain had extorted from his forehead, 
he expressed himself in a look which would have 
made a hankrupt of common speech, and in which 
1 feit myself gieatly overpaid. He was now able 
to walk. We would have taken him to the inn, 
but he declined. I saw him, therefore, into his own 
very humble cabin, and have left him for a little 
at rest, withoiiC any vioIenC return of pain, upon 
his still more bumble bed, — a soldier's — almost 

a Spartan — couch 

Half-past eleven. — Upon learning the history 
of the yager in detail, I feel inspired, and have 
beea endeavouring to inspire him also, with hope. 
To-morrow, by the lime we have passed Rosbrun, 
Mr. ■ of Hanau will have seen him, and 

being an experienced and skilful surgeon, he may 
possibly succeed in removing the bullet. I shall 
leave a letter, with a mechanical Suggestion or two. 
I have not mentioned the circumstance to His 
Royal Highness, judging from a pievious incident 
that if I did, it would in all probability delay 
the departure for an hour or two, which would 
u 4 
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derange the joumey. I bave often wiinessed 
the deep sympathy nianifested by the royal Duke 
in cases equally humble, and less interesting 
than this of the poor yager. I shall see bim 
again at h&lf-past five in the moraing. But, 
alas ! in this case I feel the force of Boerhaave's 
confession, — ^* Nulluni ego c(^osco remedium 
nisi quod tempestivo usu fiat tale." 

July 4th. Six, morning. — To my questioh of 
** How have you slept ? " — " Better," — he answered 
very significantly, ^* better than I have often done 
in bivouaCi and better than I ever did under the 
enemy's fire — but," he added, " I took the draught 
at four, and have since been free from pain»^' 
There are, as every one knows, moments in disease 
when the most skiliul physician knows not whether 
to hope or to fear, and it is with this incertitude 
I have left the bedside of niy heroic patient. In 
bis present Symptoms there is much to hope, and 
much to destroy that hope ; but in bis speech, or 
the mental expression on bis features, there is 
neither. His, indeed, appears a hard fate, and a 
bard pillow, after so many hard campaigns. But 
if ever I have witnessed an example of pure philo- 
sophy, here is an instance that has a peculiar claim 
upon my admiration and remembrance. When I 
fret at .tri6es, and become impatient under the 
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affliction of trivial und lempornry pain, let me 
remember the yager; and if I cannot imitate him 
io fortitude, let it be niy endeavoor at ieast to 
imitate him in silence. 



Baterischen HOF, 4th. Ten p. m, — Tliough 
now familiär with the Spessart Forest, 1 think I 
was more Struck than ever with its wild waving 
niagnificence as we threaded its niazes to-day. 
The venerable oaksof which it is chiefly composed 
appeared more venerable tliaii ever; wliile their 
descendunts aiid sucessors appeared to have gained 
amazingly in heigbt and girth since we passed in 
ihe opposite direction only six weeks ago. How 
am I to account for this ? Was it the result of that 
comparison which the mind insensibly drew be- 
tween the dwarf forests where we have latterly 
rpsided,and the immeniorial woodsof the Spessart? 
— or did it arise from the deepened shade of the 
trees, — a peculiar state of the atmospbere, — or 
tlie paiticular hour of the day ? But to whatever 
cause the effect is to be ascribed, it was strikingly 
original; particularly from the occasional open 
emineiices, where an undulating and interminable 
forest, reflecting every cloud upon its ocean of 
leaves, affbrded a scene, and source of reflection, 
which equally engaged ihe eye and ihe iniagination. 



298 ROYAL REMINI8CBNCE. 

The sound of the forest hom Struck frequently 
upon our ears, and, like that of the swineherd 
who stroUed lazily by the road-side, seemed in 
fine harmony with the immense solitude through 
which we moved. Of some of these primordial 
oaks, in point of shade and dimensions, I had 
formed no adequate notion. Many of them are 
holiowed into cavems, ofFering gratuitous shelter 
to the belated traveller ; or, accommodation to a 

detachment of Schiller's robbers. 

* * * 

Thursday, 7th. — Those qualities which are 
90 necessary to render conversation pleasant 
and instructive, His Royal Highness possesses 
in an eminent degree. He excels in historical 
recoUections, not only of England but of Europe, 
and its various governments. He is intimately 
acquainted with the political events which have 
been, or continue to be, agitated in the different 
cabinets. This, perhaps, is nothing more than 
might be expected ; but the intimate knowledge of 
persons, circumstances, and situations, which he 
evinces on all occasions, is at least extraordinary. 

In Germany, where the subject is frequently 
suggested by the ground over which we pass, the 
march and campaigns of Marlborough are a 
natural and iavourite topic of military discussion. 
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These His Royal Hifi^hness often introdiices, and 
(lilates upon with tlie miiiuteness of a historian 
and the pvoud l'eelings of a patriot. 

It has beeil repeatedly obseived to me as a 
tliing remarkable both in subject- matter and in 
degree, that a prince of the blood should have 
accumuUted such a inass of iiistorical inform- 
ation. 

In expreasing bimseif he has a free and easy 
cominand of the vigoroiis and genuine pith of the 
English language. I have not hithei"to observed 
his making use of a foreign expression to convey 
an English idea — a practice which is every day 
becoming less fashionable. 

Altenstein, 8th. — The most expert and 
daring Jehu I have yet seen in Germany is the 
present coachman of Her Serene Highness, the 
reigning duchess. He is one of ihose numerous an- 
ciens militaires who are every where met with in 
high fkmilies — from the groom of the stole to the 
grooDi in the stables, exercising their respective 
fiincCions with a military air and precision which 
recall those past events and pohtical changes which 
have transformed the late fiery chasseta- into the 
peaceful domestic. The clatter of their iron- 
heeled boots behiud the chair at dinner is, to 
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persoDs not over partial to busde and military 
parade on such occasions, rather startling than 
otherwise. 

The hero of this brief sketch is a man about 
thu:ty-six; of rather Herculean mould; a füll 
compliment of moustache ; an ear to which the 
thunder is music, and an eye that would not even 
wink at its flasK. He had served near the " Old 
Guard," in the Corps d' Artillerie, — well knew 
the power of cent bauches au feu^ and how to dis^- 
tribute the harnessed train with the speed and 
precision of an arrow. 

I was Standing in front of the chateau thi» 
morning, as he drew up his four beautiful blood* 
horses at the door, harnessed to a handsome 
Cassel-built caleche. A servant announced Orders 
for him to proceed to Liebenstein with the equi- 
page, and there wait for Her Serene HighneiBS. 
While this short message was delivering, his 
steeds evinced great spirit and impatience. The 
moment it was finished, he brandished his whip, 
gave the word "Jetzt — fort !" slackened the rein 
of his leaders, and away he flew down the steep 
and circuitous descent which leads to the Baths. 
From the dangerous elbow that closed the first 
stage of the road, and the reckless rapidity with 
which he rushed upon it, I feit unpleasant appre^ 
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s for the result. An English servaiit, who 
was asccnding at the instant, and had seen much 
good driving in his time, was equally alarmed, 
and exclaimed, wiih all his might, to halt, drag, 
&c. But to all ihis Jehu only answered by a 
crack of the whip, — a shake of the head, — Gott 
beiBor.' — tumed the angle at a gallop, and looked 
back to laugh at the fears of his pursiiers. 

llth. — To Mr. Swaine, an English gentleman 
residiiig upon his property in this dtstrict, we have 
been indebted for the use of a valuabte library, 
comprising most of the recent publications of note 
in London. Mr. Swaine is the only Englishman I 
have met with as an establislied resident in Upper 
Saxony. He has made extensive purchases in 
land, and is improving it to great advantage. 

Beer is the universal beverage in this country. 
It is drank at all hours and by all classes. 
Smoking being practised to a similar extent, 
some diJuent was indispensable, and thus beer 
and tobacco entered into friendly association. 

Here every man is, or has been, a soldier. The 
profession of arms includes every class of the 
Community. The only road to preferment in the 
State rims through the provinces of war, and is 
Proportion ally crowded by aspirlng delegates. 
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The passion for military glory is carried to an 
extreme. It admits of no rival, or if it meets» 
extinguishes it. During the active campaigi^ 
such a passion is a first-rate merit to the individual, 
and a subject for admiration and example to 
others. But in the time of peace, in retirement) 
such a passion accommodates itself wiih difficulty 
to existing circumstances. The gallant soldier is 
oflen a discontented Citizen. His proud recoUec- 
tions of the pomp and circumstance of war destroy 
all relish for the arts of peace. Instead of enjoy- 
ing life he only endures existence, and endures 
only in the hope of another war. If his military 
rank or family consideration can procure him a 
post at court, he is still happy. There the mimic 
ensigns still meet his eye, — his reminiscences are 
refreshed, — his passion flattered by the importance 
attached to its object. Thus a predilection for 
arms, and a prejudice against commerce or agri- 
culture, grow up together, and strengthen with 
their growth. He feels that he is a soldier, — 
only a soldier. He hears that to be a soldier is 
to be every thing becoming a man, with an im- 
measurable distance between the sword and the 
ploughshare. 

Those of the petty officers who cannot aspire 
to a court residence, yet inheriting all the pride 
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of ancestry, — feeÜng all ihe imporlance attached 
to the former, are objects of commiscriitiDn, aud 
the more so as that feeling Ls awarded them. 

An invltation to a stale diniier is to them an 
event, — a feuille d'kistoire, — but with a very 
hurtful tendency. By an ideal patron, who will 
neither dispense with iheir absence nor profitably 
retjuire their presence, the Stimulus of expectation 
is ever kept painfully alive. The effort to subdue 
the suggestions of a proud spirit to a conformity 
with circumstaDces is interrupted, Maxims of 
economy are again infringed upon ; — purposes of 
reform and retrenchment disregarded or destroyed. 
Then comes the Jew with his cent. per cent. ! 

To he at court Is the paramount object with all. 
They fee! iio hfe without it, indulge no wish 
beyond it, and to be, yet not to be, there, is a 
State that implies iiiuch present miseiyand augurs 
more. The more that hope is fostered the more 
disappointmeats are feit. The mitid, otice ener^ 
vated by long cherished images of ideal prosper- 
ity, falls an easy prey to the sudden sliocks of 
adversity; — the bark that floats safely on the 
tranquil sea will founder in the winter storm. 

" I ask for hopes or no hopes," said a veteran to 
me, " yet I cau obtain neither ! Like the Moslem 
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prophet, I feel suspended between heaven and 
earth, hope attracting me towards the one, aiicX 
apprehension towards the other. Yesterday my 
appointment was fixed for to-day. To-day I am 
informed that matters qf impotiance are under con^ 
sideratiorij — tkat I had better call again. Thus, 
for the last five years, there has always been some 
demurrer, — some political procrastination, — in- 
terests that have clashed with my half-fledged 
hopes of comfort. I have been appointed, re- 
appointed, and disappointed. I have been flatterecl 
with the confidence, complimented for my Ser- 
vices, compassionated for my misfortunes, and 
for my claims I have had the free and füll ex- 
ercise of my philosophy. I have feit all the 
nauseating doses of hope deferred ; of anxiety 
protracted ; of memorials repeated, acknowledged, 
represented, forgotten ! • • • Should you halt at the 
baths of Boklet, you will find me under the usual 
tree, with a soldier's comforts, — a segar and a 
glass of hier- — all that long service has yet secured, 
I have sown the harvest of wheat — but others have 
reaped it and left me the tares. But, should yoa 
find me with less hope^ you will find me neverthe- 
less, with more resolution. The hopes I had 
eamed I must earn again. That independence ■ 
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SO justly due, but so hopelessly deferred, I may 
yet secure by a differerit route. ■ . ■ 

" ril teil you — I like the forests — 1 always 
Jiked them, and the Black Forest more than any 
other. I was borii there. Ii is well stocked with 
game. I am a tolerable shot, aüd have no dislike 
to venison. There earth is not measured by the 
scre. There every haunted hollow shall be my 
home ! my canopy n camp-volant ; my fastnesa 
some caverned oak ; tny household servants a 
leash of trusty houiids ; my drink the wild grape ; 
my bread the ripc cbestnuts ; the soii nioss, — too 
soll for a soldier, — to dream upon ; tbe antlered 
herd for my commissariat ,■ my own good pleasure 
for commander-in-chief — aud for my companions." 
, . . The Veteran paused ; — smoked vehemently. 
" There's the rub ! 1 fear she wiil not enter inlo 
the plcture, and how many delectable dreams has 
woman made or marred ! . . . We were to have been 
married long ago. . . ■ Nothing stood in the way but 
her father. — ' He did not approve,' be said, ' of 
my suing bis daughter tili 1 had succeeded In my 
suit at court.' I have told him of my success 
there! So long as there was hope ofmy rising 
at the table, I rose witli the fälher. The thriving 
courtier was a thriving wooer. The baron was 
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never named in my Hearing tili last night, and h 
was ominous ! . 

<^ Pauline, heaven bless her ! never estimates a 
true lover by bis drapery ; but smiles the more, 
the more that fortune frowns upon bim. 

<* What could I not do, sufier, or undertake fof 
such an angel ! Watcbing, waiting, hoping, fear;^ 
ing — want itself were welcome, so that she were 
kept from weeping. This moming, when we met, 
she tuiiied away ber eyes — she would not look 
me in the face. — For a moment I was deeply hmt 
by the change. Alas ! those eyes wei'e red widi 
weeping ! — she but sought to spare me one addi- 
tional pang-^tbe confession of her secret sorrow. 

** Who, I say, Would not glory to be the slave of 
such a Vtrleda / . . . . No ; I will not bury my 
hopes and' heart in the Black Forest. I will dö 
more — mor-e than I ever thought I could do -^ 
more than ainy but a lover can do ! I will ling^ 
on one twelvenionth more at court. — The skymty 
yet rain pearls!^ .... 

This occurred six weeks ago. No favour at 
court foUowed. But heaven and an unexpected 
legacy have this week made my friend and his 
adored Pauline happy and independent for life. 
The post bugles announce their departure for 
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BavRria; and to-niglit the neglected courttei is 
the Count of Litienthal. 



KüNZELSAU, Wednesday night. — Ontheheights 
of Mergeütheim tliere is an isolated linden-tree by 
the road-side — one of ihe forest out-posts, in- 
viting the travefler to admire its stalely growth, 
and, if he please, refresh himself under its shade. 
The morning was very hot, and the ascent from 
Mergentheim laborious. Halting at this point, to 
allow Schwager time to repair liis harness of ropes 
and light a fresh pipe, His Royal Highness was 
so much Struck with the landscape that here 
opened upon us, thathe ahghted,had theluncheon 
spread upon the soft moss under the tree, and 
eujoyed at once a kingly repast and a kingly 
prospect. The former conülsted of cold fowl, gibier 
pique au lard, a bottle of Volnay, bread, and 
barley-water ; the latter cotnprised towns, ter- 
raced hüls, forests, flocks, vineyards, and their 
villages. At thb elevated point, and after driving 
through the sultry and conüned Valley of Bis- 
chofi^heim, the air was peculiarly balmy, in- 
vigorating, and, so to speak, spirituai. His 
Royal Highness, during the journey, has* re- 
peatedly mentioned the agreeable surprise thls 
halt at noon aflbrded hini. The tree may one 
X 2 
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day, perhaps, obtain the flatterihg designatioti of 
Der Königs Baum, * 

In these different tours I have met with varlous 
traits of honesty and Gonscientious feeling, which 
must ever redound to the honour of the German 
character; the more so wben occurring in that 
class which is termed the uneducated, and among 
whom a mercenary spirit is said more generally 
to predominate. 

On a late occasion a dinner was given by 
His Royal Highness at the Bayerischenhof 
Hotel, Wurtzburg. When the account was pre- 
sented to me the following mornmg with the 
quittung^ I was surprised by the landlord's pre- 
senting me with a rouleau of half-thaler pieces, 
neatly done up and sealed. I enquired the mean* 
ing of this. " Three months ago," he replied, 
"when His Excellency the Graf v. Munsterf did 
me the honour to occupy these apartments, on 
his way to Meiningen, yoü paid me the sum of 
— florins. When you were gone, I calculated 
the bill over again, and, greatly to my surprise 
and regret, I discovered an overcharge of seven- 
teen florins, which I immediately deducted, sealed 



* The King's Tree. 

f Earl of Munster ; — the title under which the Royal 
Duke travelled in Germany. 
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up, and have now the happiness and satisFactioii 
to returii. I beg to assure you, at the same time, 
lliat it would have been forwarded long slnce, 
had you not informed me that His Excellency 
wonld sleep here on his way to Louisburg." 

Deinach, Black Forest, 15th July, 1825. — 
Arrived here last night. The country indescrib- 
ably beautiful. His Royal Highness has en- 
joyed every hour of the journey. Notwithstand- 
ing his Iiaving travelied fourteen hours each day, I 
»ever saw him in better health or in higher spirits. 

The Queen has condescencied to express, in very 
gracious terms, the pleasure she feit in seeing me 
a second time. 

The royal establishment remains as It was on 
the former visit to Louisburg. There are six 
lad i es of honour, accomplished and amiable 
women ; aboul the same number of gentlemen ; 
the Comte de GÖerlitz, Baron de Gemingen, 
Baron de Wechmar, General de Buneau, the 
pbysician, trensurer, &c. 



Deinach is a niost singular place, and in every 
respect unlike any thing that wc have yet seen. 
But in the Black Forest — so little of whlch is 
known or frequented — stränge places were ex- 
pecteil. In many points it rescmbles the baths of 
X 3 
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liucca, in the Apeniiines, and losies nothidg hf 
ihe comparison — not even in tlie sky, which today 
is quite trans-alpine. 

Of the waters I can as yet say nothing. At 
table last night I was informed that they are pre- 
eminent for a peculiar property of softening and 
beautifying the skin, — a sort of natural kah/dof- 1 

17th. — Nothing can exceed the attentions re* 
ceived from every member öf the household — 
too delicate to appear obtrusive — ^ a circumstaiice 
which greatly enhances their value. The Queen's 
physician is dead since the former visit ; Dr. Ul- 
mer has succeeded him. He is young; has his 
wife here, and a remarkably fine little boy, much 
noticed by His Royal Highness, who is very 
partial to children. Colonel and Mrs. F. are 
expected at Stutgardt by the Ist of August on 
their return from Switzerland. They are on 
their way to SchafiPhausen. 

To-day great numbers of peasantry from the 
neighbouring communes have arrived to spend 
a gay afternoon. The costume is very like that 

worn at Berne* 

* * * 

The verdure of the Valleys, which here inter- 
sect the forest, is the most rieh and velvet-like t 
ever saw. Each of these Valleys has its mountain 
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brook, by wliich it is traversed in a thousand fan- 

tastic meandevs. 

We are liere so completely overtopped by the 
pine fürest, that the sun takes leave at live o'clock; 
and if we would lengthen our days, we must 
follow him to the mountains. The long delight- 
fid twilight that succeeds is a very ogreeable Sub- 
stitute for the broad day ; and to this circumstance 
Deinach owes rauch of its peculiar attractton 
durlng the suhry months. There is always a 
fresh current of atr, with abundance and depth of 
shade at band. 



Hehcynia. — This immense forest has been 
parüally cut down in many places, and tracts 
of rieh arable, towns and principalities have 
replaced it. The extensive poitions of it which 
remain, are divided into the distinctive appel- 
lations of Harxwald, Böhmei-wald, Tkuiingenwaldt 
and the Sckimrxwaid, or Black Forest, where I now 
write. 

In this highly romantic and beautjful recess, the 
Queen Dowager of Wurtemberg has for many 
yeai's fixed her summer residence. From many 
local circumstances, and the benefit she has so 
often derived h-om the periodical use of its waters, 
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Her Majesty is particularly attached to this sch 
litude. 

In additioQ to the royal chateau and extensive 
Offices, the vitlage contains abundant accommo- 
dation for the numerous strangers and iovalids 
who annually resort to the salubrious water and 
grateful shade of Deinacb. 

It is here that, laying aside the artificial State 
and more external forms of royalty, Her Majes^ 
enters into the simple pastimes and tranquil occa- 
pations of private life, and where every member 
of her court enjoys the Hke immunities. 

The presence of such a personage is of infinite 
importance to the prosperity of. the place. The 
announcement of her visit is the signal of happy 
rendezvous to the towns and communes with 
which this portion of the forest abounds. Eacb, 
taking its holiday in succession, sends forth its 
wealthier portion of inhabitants to enjoy their 
>veek's pastime in the presence of the Queen« 
These again are replaced by others, so that the 
baths of Deinach present a constaut succession of 
visitors. 

At stated tiraes, also, the inferior peasantry are 
invited to the celebration of games and other pas^ 
times peculiar to this district of the ancient Her-» 
cynia, which gives a new character to the place and 
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people. Music and dancing are heard at all 
hours. In additioii to Her Majesty's baiid, which 
plays a series of national airs during dinner and 
supper, there is always one or inore itinerant 
Bohemian bands, which fill up every pause, 
muking music the special business of life. 

The vülage occupies the centre of what may be 
called a Iri-corn Valley, and from which the wooded 
acclivities at certain points rise nlmost perpen- 
dicularjy, ■ From this circuinstance, and the 
deptli of ihe Valley, the day is materially curtailed 
of its Summer proportions, and, as already ob- 
served, a long deJightful twilight for morning and 
evening recreation ensues. 

On the north side, and built on a lofty ridge of 
roclts, the ancient baurg presents an imposing 
mass of ruins. Like every other place of similar 
date and origin, it has been strongly fortified, änd, 
according to tradition, has stood the test of many 
a siege. The ruins well repay a visit. From the 
tower the admirer of forest scenery may obtain 
an extensive view over the riclily variegated 
country of tlie Black Forest, 

The family to which this baronial fastness and 

territory descended through a long line of bellicose 

ancestry is now extioct. One of them, a couiit 

* See the L'ngmviiig of Delniicb. 
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of Sablestein was, I am informed, ambassador ta 
the court of England in the reign of Elizabeth, 
but failed in securing for bis sovereign the smiles 
of the maiden Queen. Why she did not accept, 
f— or why the Count of Sablestein did not more 
energetically press upon her Majesty, — the object 
6f bis special mission, are interesting State secrets. 
But reflecting that want of discernment and caprice 
have marred the happiness of thousands in love 
afiairs, — even that of an English queen, — we 
can only, on reverting to the fact, exclaim with 

regret, — ** ' T\ms pity / " 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

The hours and domestic arrangements of Her 
Majesty's household are managed with primitive 
simplicity ; — every thing worthy of Imitation she 
recommends by personal example. 

At the head of these is the practice of early 
rising, which is universal with the court, as it is 
with all classes of the Community. 

The Queen is every moming visible at six 
o'clock, nor does the vigour of her mind allow 
even bodily Indisposition to interfere with the 
extreme regularity of her habits, unless under 
circumstances of urgent necessity. 

The economy of time, and the nicely adjusted 
pr<^rtions in which it is distributed to the various 
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and important duties of the day, attest tlie wise 
and judicious employment of a matcricl which no 
art can accumulate, wlilch the next moment may 
forfeit, and in the wise appropriation of which 
consists the true philosophy of life. 

Between six and seven o'clock at latest, break- 
fast is served to each member of the household in 
his respective chamber, after the French fashion. 
Il consists of coffeP) warm miik, and fresh rolls, 
and is lefi on the toilet-table for the soKtary repast 
of the inmate or guest. 

The social breakfast of England is unknown in 
this country, unless where occasionally introduced. 
The Queen and lier ladies all follow the national 
cnstom of breakfasting thus early, and alone. 

From this hour tili dinner is allotted as the 
season for business or study. The ladies enjoy 
the comfort of dishabille, knitting, and needle- 
work ; the gentleinen that of their dressing-gown, 
a iiovel, and a sofa. Unless on extraordinary 
occasions, it is rare that either quit their apart- 
ment much before the hour of dinner. Tliis, 
however, does not preclude friendly and familiär 
Visits. The ladies are not afraid of being surprised 
in the disguise of a morning dress, or with their 
temples clustered with papiÜots. They do not 
cotDpreliend how a visit under such circumstances 
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sfaould frighten them from their strict propriety, 
or make them blush to appear, — as the finest 
fbrms of ancient Greece appeared, — undistorted, 
by modern corsets — the dictates of a barbarous 
fashion, — which, originally intended as a correc- 
tive for spinal obliquity, became a fruitful cause of 
it ; — that is, tili the recent and immortal Calis'^ 
thenics were introduced ! 

Dinner. — At one o'clock the band takes itö 
Station under the Windows of the drawing-room. 
The Company assemble from their several apart-* 
ments; the üsual compliments are exchanged; 
and conversation, for which the weather here, as 
every where eise, is a fertile resource, is kept up 
tili the Queen is announced by the opening of 
the folding doors of the royal entr4e. 

The gentlemen now file off to the left, and the 
ladies to the right, forming a crescent, in the ' 
middle of which Her Majesty, led by her royal 
Brother, pauses to receive the homage of her 
faousehold, and the presentation of such guests as 
rank or circumstances may have brought to her 
table. In these cases, the goodness of her heart, 
her courtly, and prepossessing manner, never 
fall to put the stranger at his ease, and to show 
how litde native dignity requires the specious 
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accessaries of pomp and " circumstance " to give 
it effect. 

After addressing obliging enquiries, as is her 
custom, to every iiidividual in the circle, the doors 
of the banquet room are tlirown open — Her 
Majesty, leaning on the arm of His Royal High- 
ness, enters and takes her seat near the centre of 
the table, with the Duke on her right, and the guest 
of the day occupying the chair on her left. The 
Company immediatety follow by two and two, the 
chambertain, ofFering his arm to the lady who haS 
tlie right of precedence ; and ihe others — foUow- 
ing according to their birtti or Station in the house* 
hold — take their places round the table, of oval 
form and liberal dimensions. In the centre !s a 
plateau riclily ornamented, and exhibiting in taste- 
ful distribution bonquets of friiits and flowers, 
some natural, others artificial. Vases of preclous 
metal and baskets of ßligree work, each with an 
appropriate complement of flowers or fruit, are 
stationed at regulär intervals along the centre of 
the table, producing a very pleasing eflect, and 
diverting the eye during the intervals of the suo 
cessive courses. 

Before each guest are placed two Square pieces 
of bread, black and white : — tlie former is that of 
general preference. Three small crystal flasks, 
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holding something less than a pint, are arranged 
in front of each plate, one containing white Rhenisb 
or Neckar wine, the other Ciaret or Burgundy» 
and the third excellent spring water. Thus ac« 
commodated, every one drinks according tp his 
liking, and quaffs the pure juice, or reduces it by 
dilution to the Standard of his taste and habit» 
This is very agreeable; it prevents much un- 
necessary, and much unmeaning compiiment« 
Conversation suffers no interruption from the 
Gothic custom of giving and acoepting pledges ; 
of being compelled, or of compelling others, to 
drop the knife and fork at a sfgnal, and to drink» 
malgre soL 

The same attention to general convenience is 
pbserved in serving the dinner. All the carving 
of joints and cutting up of poultry is perpetrated 
agreeably to Horace's maxim, not before the eyes 
of the Company, non octdis suhjecta^ but behind the 
scenes, or at the sideboard, and thence distribut^ 
at table secundum reg$dam. At the sideboard 
Stands the maitre d'hötel in his State uniform, and 
keeping a vigilant eye on the Performance« Qu 
his right and left two silver censers are constantly 
burning, serving the double purpose of diffusing 
an agreeable incense over the apartment, and of 
restoring to their legitimate temperature such 
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dishes as have lost a degree or two by a caieless 
or preniature importatioii from tlie kitciien. 

Beliind Her Majesty's chair stand two pages in 
blue and silver. Behind every olher at table, a aer- 
vant inlivery,consisting of orange faced with black, 
and terminating inferiorly in a pair of liigh-heeled, 
powerful Hessian boots. The latler peculiarity, it 
is probable, originates in the precautionary liabits 
of feudal times, when the retainers who assisted at 
ibsjeasi might be summoned the next moment to 
mount and take part in the_ßg/i(. At first siglit 
such equipment appears ratlier uncouth. In a 
country where carpets are never laid tiown in the 
eating apartments, the clattering of a score of Iron 
heels is attended with some iioise in their varions 
evolutions on the parqicet. Tlie ear, however, 
soon accomniodates itself to the case; and long 
cuslom renders it rather agreeable than otherwise. 
The Germans are totally a military people ; every 
conversation turna upon warlike remioiscences ; 
and to put one of these fine fellows of six feet • 

* Ic docs not appear that the Germans, of this district at 
least, have degenerated very greatly in aize since the days of 
Sdonäa Apolünaru, who SBj-s, that, being in Germany, and 
ßnding the men so very tallj he could not address veraes of 
fix feet to patrona who were seven feet high : — 

S[)ernit laiipedam atylum Thaüa, 

£z quo lejitipedei vidit patruoaa. 



820 THE ßUEEN. — ANECDQTE. 

into shoes and socks would ht like dismounting a 
life*guardsman. The degradation would be feit 
by either party ; but tbe German would experience 
in tbe transformation ratber a sense of emascula^ 
tion tban of practical reprimand. 

During tbe repast, several of tbe more cboice 
and cosdy wines of France or Spain are banded 
round in glasses, repeated at sbort intervals, and 
generally in fresb variety. Disbes of elaborate 
S»tudy, and alluring in scent and aspect, are in 
constant progress round tbe circle, sufficient to 
tempt an epicure beyohd bis strength, and to 
pamper tbe most fastidious appetite. 

Her Majesty, opposite to wbom I have tbe 
bonour of a place, dines sparingly, and limits ber 
diet almost exclusively to vegetable and farina- 
ceous disbes, accompanied witb a glass of Malaga 
during dinner. Sbe observed to me jocularly to* 
day after dinner, " The ladies will never admit in 
England that they can possibly have gout ; tbere 
■ is sometbing in tbe name so offensive to tbeir 
delicacy; but I assure you I make no secret of 
tbe matter, and suffer from gout exceedingly at 
times." 

At tbe conclusion of dinner, wbicb seldom 
occupies a füll bour, Her Majesty rises Crom 
table, and, retiring to the drawing-^room in tbe 




AFTERNOON AT COURT. 



Same maiiner she entered, is followed by the 
Company as before. Here she converses af^bly 
witU her guests diiriug the time that coffee and 
liqueiirs are handed round the circle, first par- 
taking of the former herseif, and then recom- 
meiiding the beverage to others. This being the 
winding iip of the entertaitiment. Her Majesty 
retires to her private apartments, or enters her 
carriage — which is always in waiting at this 
hour, if the weather be favourable — and, accom- 
panied by His Royal Highness, takes a drive of 
some hours through the romantic passes of the 
forest. The Company then separate; some re- 
tiring to the quiet indulgence of an apres diti^; 
others to take a stroll through some of the pic- 
turesque and shadowy windings of the forest, — 
to mix with the Company at the baths, — to join a 
donkey party to the ruins ofSableslmi, — and all 
to do as they please. 

At five o'clock tea is announced, and, as ölten 
as the wealher will permit, served in the open aiv. 
This is a delightful variety, and possesses all the 
attractions of a little J'cte champetre. The three 
fevourite spots to which Her Majesty resorts on 
tbese occasions, are Wilkdmsköke, a. beautiful 
Doric temple, on a commanding eminence at the 
verge of the forest, overhung by a steep, lofty 
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ridge of pinesy ainl combining, in one view^ everjr 
striking or interesting fisature of the laadseape». 

The second is the Tcnoer of SahUsiein^ already 
alluded to, which takes in a much greater extent 
of country, and presents a most interesting bird's 
eye view of the forest, the village, and batfa8,.-<^ 
the clear rapid. stream by which they are inter- 
sected» — the rieh green stripe of meadow thiough 
which it meanders, — the gardens. and $hrab- 
beries, and, crowning all, the deep forest-cnrtain 
which nature, in wild luxuriance, ha& drawn 
around this peaceful retreat 

The third is the Rose-gartenj. and properly so 
called, from the luxuriance and variety with which 
the rose is here made to answer the purposes of 
rural embellishment 

At these parties the band is always in attend- 
ance, and the conductor, an intelligent man and 
scientific musician, never fails, by the judick>U6 
selection of his pieces, to captivate the minds.as 
well as the ears of the Company. 

At one of these little fätes last night the Piibce 
of Hohenzollern was a party, His Highness, who 
had taken an active part in the recent war, and 
distinguished himself on various occasions m 
Spain and Portugal, still sufFered from the effects 
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of his wounds, and U now under the direction of 
his pliysicians, trying the effect of the baths. 

Much interesting conversation passed between 
His Royal Highness and the Prince, The latter 
having occasion to alhide lo his own personal 
mishap, observed with perfect nonchalance : — 
" C'est seiilemeiU une baue Igaree qui m'a iraverse 
Vepaule .' And on contrasting the present with 
the past State of affairs, added, — " Mais . . . qite 
y'elais bien aise de revoü- ma ckere Souabe .'" a 
complinient which Swabia may with great justice 
return to the Prince, — no man can take a warmer 
interest in her prosperity. 

On leaving the open air, the Queen retires to 
her apartments, and the Company to the ilrawing- 
room, where music, conversation, and the novels 
of Sir Waller Scott *, afford delightful occupntion 
tili the hour of supper. In these parts, however, 
even ladies of ilelicate health are not deterred 
ftoiii Walking abroad and enjoying the freshness 
and beauty of evening scenes, by the dread of 
pestilential vapours or chilling dews. From the 

* Among the numberless objects, natural and arttficial, 
which are designated in evpiy part of the »orld bj this ilUis- 
trioua namc in Uterature, Sir Walter \s, probably, not awarc 
that Ihere ia a aew cut of road, not &r from Luuisburgi 

whieh, in IB22, was pointed out to me by Coune de G 

as Le Chcmin df Walltr Scott ! 
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latter, their geographica! position aSords a yery 
agreeable immunity. The clouds of vapour which, 
at sunseti exhale from the dense v^etable king- 
dorn, and float on the wide ocean of pines, oflfer to 
the contemplative and the scientific observer an 
endless succession of interesting and impressive 
phenomena. 

Here the maxim of ^^ eariy to bed and early to 
riee" is strictiy observed and practised. The 
«Upper- table is deserted by ten o'dock at latest, 
and the household, unless on extraordinary occar 
»ons, distributed through their seyeral apart>- 
ments. 

Wednesday, July, 20th. — Her Majestyhas to- 
night given orders for an excursion to Wildbad 
to-morrow, about sixteen miles. Servants have 
been despatched to make arrangements for Her 
Majesty's and His Royal Highness's reception^ 
and all is bustle and anticipation. The court 
seem delighted with the treat preparing, and 
assure me that the baths of Wildbad are, in 
scenery and Situation, very superior to any thing 
I have yet beheld in the country of Wurtemberg. 

Baths of Wildbad, 2 Ist. — In the carriage 

at four o'clock, in Company with Count de G 

and two of the Queen's chamberlains. A beau- 
tiM morning. The sun just Clearing the easterti 




parts of the forest. As we ascend, ihe distant 
mmificatioiis of the Valleys are charged with a blue 
watery vapour, and present the striking illusion 
of majestic rivers winding through Islands of 
foresL The goat-herd is blowing his hörn; the 
goats and geese are hastenlng to the suranions. 
Every cottage seems to send forth a pair of each. 
Long and noisy congratnlations aniong the former. 
The boy discharges at once the office of goose 
and goat-herd. The peasantry are every where 
abroad, but princlpally women, and each with a 
basket laced to her Shoulders. The nien appear 
niore frequent as we proceed, but generally seated 
at the door, and smoking. 

The forest becomes more intricate; the view is 
inteiTupted ; the road often very rugged and pre- 
cipitous, enclosed with majestic pines, meeting at a 
hundred feet over head. A long winding avenue, 
with a vista here nnd there opening over a vast 
extent of forest. The rustling or rush of deer 
heard at short intervals, or seen bounding across 
the road singly and in troops. A beautiful spring, 
gushing apparently from the solid rock ; the 
tnoss above richly enamelled with flowers. Muies 
and their bells in the distance. A frightful ra- 
vine on the lef)^ with a solitary goat peering over 
its precipice. I oliserve few birds, but catch their 
Y 3 
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song at intervals from the vaUeys. The forest 
opens on orcbards and corn-fields. A village 
succeeds. An appearance of comfort« The clank 
of looms at work. A 8trong odour of tobacco» 
We cross a river with a bandsome bridge. The 
country opens — populous and highly cultivated. 
A river on our righu A fine amphitheatre of 
wooded hüls before and beyond. Houses of 
superior architecture scattered along the banks of ^ 
the river. Wildbad in the distance. Recross the 
river, and in ten minutes alight at the ^^ König von^ 
JVurtemberg^** the great rendezvous of the plaoe. 

Wildbad appears füll of Company« Tbere is. 
a great stir among the local authorities and: 
inhabitants. Great preparations are making to 
receive the royal visitors with becoming demon- 
strations of loyal attachment. This place was 
a favourite resort of the late king's, and owe$ 
many of its improvements and decorations to 
his taste and munificence. Nature has given it 
that striking character of scenery and Situation 
which it would be difficult for any Suggestion of 
art to improve. Much, nevertheless, has be^ 
done, and much expended in aiding nature in the 
developement of her forest and mountain features« 
I have followed the stream for a mile above it9 
entrance into the town. The rocks on either side 




FisiDg precipitously and in fantastic shapus, are ge- 
nerally crowned with little wooden temples, of one 
or more subdivisions, approached by zigzag flights 
of stairs — here of wüod, and tliere cut out of the 
natural rock. These command n variety of laud- 
scape nnd eacli window n differenl one, They are 
favourite relreats, during the heat of mid-day, with 
tlie ladies, whom I observed as the geneial occu- 
piers, in small knitting or needle-work paities, 
and surrounded by their attendant knights. It 
would be tedious to enumerate all that strjick me 
as Singular in ihe number and style of the em- 
bellishments, here crowded upon each other. The 
Germans are decidedly partial to romantic sceues 
and subjects. Their imaginations are constantiy 
wandering froni the cold path of reality, and 
peopling their existence with beings and scenes of 
the Imagination, or a fancifnl adaptntion oi' art 
and nature, to some striking passage in history 
or traditionary pictures of lomance. They are 
highly poetical in their feelings and language; 
habitually sentimental, and almost always classical 
in their allusions and inferences. Though ralher 
taciturn in society, llie German, when left alo»£, is 
communicative to every thing around him. Wood, 
stone, glass, — every thing capableofreceiving the 
Impression of his knife, diamond, or pencii, becomes 
Y i 
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the dqiositary of those rare thougfats and sen« 
timents which struggled for utterance. 

In illustration of this .passion, scarcely an inch 
of wood or stone was left in any of tbese grotitos 
or temples unenriched with disticbs, extracts^ or 
anagrams, descriptive of the [dace, some person of 
the place, or to the inscribers' expressed sorroir, 
of some distant place ! M any of these too — like 
otbers of the classics — had suffered egregiously by 
the ignorance or malicious interpretaüon of com- 
mentators, Others again were partially or totally 
obliterated by the second editions of itin^aiit 
poets and philosophers, through which the unfiM>- 
tunate original glimmered in detached fragments 
shapelessly disguised. — But such is the fate of all 
scribblers, whether on wood, stone, or paper ! 
Their immortality is at the mercy of each new 
comer. The fine burst of patriotic feeling, the 
profoiind axioms of philosophic research, which 
should bave sanctified the wood from which they 
spoke, are here tortured into the most unequivocal 
contrast, or bespattered with the effusions of some 
insane lover or inspired barschen! Among the 
great jiumber of names which still courted. atten- 
tion in these Druid-albums, that of " Graf von 
Lilienzell" was eminently conspicuous, aod, it 
may be added, universal. Doors, window% seats. 
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even tlie floor, all bore record, by a vaiiety of 
mutilations, to the endearing name of Graf von 
Lilieiizell. But the spoiter had been there ; the 
commentator had sedulously pursued the pathcüc 
graffrom place to place ; and with a pertinacily of 
evil purpose, and a most liappy tact für malicious 
tranBformation, had, by dihgent addltion or sub' 
ti'action, converted the most sentimental distichs 
iiito low comedy or serious burlesque 1 1 could 
only smile and moralize, " Did the Graf von 
Lilienzell but witness this, it would break his 
heart to behold the martyrdom and mutilations 
which have passed over his finest effusions." 

One inscription Struck ine as a very fair iraduc- 
tion from an English poet ; — it stood thus : — 

Has te Gtrem lät cüngealet 

By de fring ov ihr villow 
Wen je ruBchus reiealet 

In de lyt op ia beilows i 
Hus de bald hur^tli oii j 

From de tark klod tat bound 
It flaak te eule or tatj tru 

De tark lasdies round it. 

Karl Kopratiick aus London, im yahr, lt<2j^ 

I could not but lament, on pemsing these some- 
what intricate lines, that to many a traveller their 
beauty would be as a bidden treasure — defying, 
perhaps, the most daring scrutiny to divulge its 
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inystery. But it is soothing to reflect that iessons 

of the first ioiportance to man have often been ! 

oonveyed in language as oracular — - or even more 

so than that of ^^ Karl Kopfstück aus Ltondon«'' 

On returning from my researches in thetemples^ 
I observed a delicate Swedish glove, attached to a 
branch of underwood, but whetber as a trophy» a 
Signal, or a challengei I know not. Havmg broken, 
in my hasty descent, the twig to which it bad been 
carefully attached, and surmising that it might be 
of the latter description, I replaced it with great 
care, and left the issue to some more adventurous 
traveller, who might have chivalry enough to take 
it up. 

I next visited the baths, and of these tbe 
Prinzen-Bad in particular, — a magnificent bath, 
in Space and construction worthy of a Roman 
Senator. 

There are at this time several officers, and a 
numberof privates, who had been severely wounded 
in the late campaigns, taking the benefit of these 
baths by the authority of government. They 
assured me that they had almost individually 
experienced great and continued relief from their 
use. 

I have had this opinion of the water confirmed 

by the united testimony of several officers of rank^ 
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with whom I subsequeatly conferred on ihe sub- 
jecC. The phjsiclan who presides at the baths 
has some extraordinary casea oii record ; and to 
these I with great conßdence reftir the inci'ediilous. 
The patienE who doubts the testiniony of a resident 
physician deserves to be a patieat for life ! Ic is 
the physician's peculiar province to discover the 
virtues of the water, and the one sole duty of the 
patient to benefit by the discovery. 



Ac four o'clock the Queen's arrival was an- 
nounced, and in a few minu tes Her Majesty alighted 
fi-om her favourite cal^che, supported by His 
Royal Highness, nnd attended by a gnard of 
honour, composed of all the notables of the place. 
This unexpected visit fiom the " good Queen " 
diJTused joy and satiafaction over the whole town, 
which füund utterance in a thousaiid dlfiferent 
ways. To witness the truly parental solicitude 
with which Her Majesty enquired into the cii- 
cumstances of individuals, — their heahh, — theiv 
family, — their good or ill fortune, — and tha 
sincere interest she took in the welfare of all, — 
was a scene that did eveiy heart good. The 
people on their part cvowded round Her Majesty 
with expressions of gvateful and loyal attachment. 
It was a delightful recognition of parental anxiety 



i 
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and encouragement on one band, and of filial 
attachment and Obligation on the other. 

Such pictures are cincominon; it is, indeed, of 
rare occurrence that the subject is allowed to ex* 
press bis gratitude, bis wrongs, or even bis loyal at- 
tachment in the royal hearing. Here the meafiest 
peasant may approacb the royal person without 
fear of repulse, and may bring bis complaint with a 
füll assurance of being beard. Even at her palace 
of Louisburg, surrounded by all the show and 
circumstance of regal condition. Her Majesty is 
always accessible, — always engaged in suggest- 
ing plans for the general welfare, and in pro-' 
▼iding for the bappiness of individuals. As 
reigning Queen she observed the same system of 
beneficence and affability ; — qualities whicb, on 
her becoming dowager of the kingdom, were 
limited, but iiever checked in tbeir Operation. 
While she reigned it was in the ailections of the 
people, ofFering an example whicb bas been re* 
vived with additional lustre in the present king 
and bis amiable consort. 

At five o'clock an entertainment was prepared 
in the open air, under the shade of a huge cfaesnut 
tree whicb overhangs the brook. In front of 
this the water, struggling througb a rocky Chan- 
nel and falling in foamy sheets from a ledge of 
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rock, is coUected into a traiiquil pool or basin, 
aiid reposes from the noise and agitaiion wliicli had 
marked Its course. Arouod the tree are seats of 
accommodation for the weary or the conlemplntlve. 
It was uiider this sbade that the late king uni- 
formly spent some hours every line day during his 
Visits to thebaths; — a circumstance which gave 
it no ordinary power of association in the Queen's 
mind — recalling many peaceful hours and awakeii- 
ing many painful as well as pleasing recollections. 

Upon arriving at this spot, the Queen, sur- 
rounded by neaily the whoie population of the 
place, took her aeat on the rustic chair wbich hei 
late consort had so frequently occupied. On her 
riglit sat His Royal Highness and the ladies of 
her coiirt, and on the left the gentlemen of the 
houseliuld, beaded by the venerable lord chamber- 
lain, Count de Göerlitz. 

A great many persona were presented, — all 
apparently delighted with their reception. Se- 
veral were also presented to His Royal Highness, 
with whom he entered into conversation, and left 
an irnpressioD of affabdity, which was afterwards 
aeknowledged with gratifying expressions of ad- 
ln iration. 

The peasantry, as usual, were admitted without 
lestiaißt to Her Majesty's presence, and enjoyed, 
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with satisfäction, that for which many of themhad 
this moming travelled fkr, — the privilege of k 

« 

long look at the " good Queen." 

A band of excellent musicians stood at a con- 
venient distance in a circle, and continued to pour 
forth their loyal and patriotic airs in great beauty 
and abundance. These were sympathetically te- 
sponded to by the national dance, which brought 
numbers of the peasants into active Operation 
alohg the densely peopled avenue. 

« • iF 

These ceremonies being concluded, and every 
demonsträtion of loyal attachment evinced towards 
the Queen, a great concourse of people accom- 
panied her on her return to the hötel, where the civil 
and military authorities took their leave. The mul- 
titude, in continued peals, shouted, Long live the 
good Queen ! In a few minutes more, Her Majesfy 
passed the outskirts of the forest on her return to 
Deinach, accompanied by the prayers öf all, aiid 
the grateful acknowledgments of some by whöm 
that day's visit was to be treasured as the happiest 

of their lives. 

m * * 

In retracing our steps through the forest in the 
summer twilight, the scenery presented, in many ' 
respects, a striking contrast to that of the morning. 
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The charring fires fiashed in various directions 
amid the deep recesses of the pines, and added a 
n'ew featiire to the laiidscape. Here and there a 
Uoop of cattie, led by a veleran of the herd with 
a bell round bis neck, which rung responsive to 
every step, crossed the road, seeking their stalls 
by many an intricate path. In forest scenery, 
evening seems to call forth every animal to tbe 
eDJojment of the pursuits, or the pleasures, for 
which nature intended it. Every thing that moves 
seems now abroad and in füll activity, from the 
snail that creeps lazily at the edge of the road, to 
the deer that dart across our path, or pursDe 
each other witli the impetuosity of i'age or pleasure 
through the winding labyrinths of the forest. 

The glow-worm had kindled her lamp under 
every tiee. I was Struck with the profusion. 
The shrill cry of the night hawk came from the 
rocks above, wlüle from the ravines and Valleys the 
nightingale entertained us with the old story of 
love and treason. 

From tirae to lime a lurking yagef- was observed 
watching near a streani or fountain, where the 
fated deer was expected to take his last evening 
beverage. At intervals a shot rang through the 
recesses of the forest, which was answered by tlie 
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screatn of the hawk or the precipitate bound of a 
stog across the path. 

The Count de Göerlitz entertained us with 
several interesting^aaecdotes of tbe ancient dukes 
of Franconia — each, in bis tum, the Tiberius or 
tlie Augustus of his country, but all — and at all 
times — formidable to its enemies. 

Another gentleman of rank, alludmg to a 
certain ducal family — the subject of a very bold 
publication at this tioie in private circulation — - 
favoured me with the particulars of the early life, 
pursuits, and predilections, of one who was de- 
scribed as ^^ un prince mome et silencieux." 
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